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DISCOURSE 1.

Gexgsis 11. 1—3.

“ Thus the hoavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.
<And on the seventh day God ended his work which ke had made ;
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it ; because
that in it he had rested from all his work which God created and
nade.”

SEvERAL successive meetings have been recently held in
this city, by a number of ministers of the gospel and other
Christians, for the purpose of conversing on the subject
of the profanation of the Sabbath, and of consulting as to
the most eligible means of counteracting the progress of
this growing evil. I shall not trouble you with any de-
tail of the various proposals suggested, and partially or
wholly adopted, on these occasions. The one only needs
to be mentioned, in fulfilment of which I now address
you. It was resolved, that the ministers of Christ, of all
denominations, in the city and neighbourhood, should be
requested to call thd attention of their respective congre-
gations to the subject simultaneously ; so as, if possible,
by the very fact of their bearing a concurrent testimony
respecting it, by previous agreement, upon the same day,
B
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a general impulse might be given to the public mind, and
a feeling excited, congenial with their own, at once of
regret for the spreading mischief, and of solicitude for the
proper application of the needful remedies. What these
should be, belongs to a future part of the discussion,
which I shall not now anticipate. For it is not my in-
tention to confine myself to a single discourse, and. that
discourse restricted to the one topic of Sabbath profana-
tion. I mean to enter pretty largely, in a series of Ser-
mons, into the general subjeet of the obligation and ob-
servance of the weekly sabbatical rest. It would be
preposterous, to go at once to the consideration. of the
mode of observing the day, till we have satisfactorily
ascertained the scriptural authority for observing it atall.
This authority I do not wish to assume; because it has
been disputed ; and because I have never been fully satis-
fied with the grounds on which the obligation, under the
Christian economy, has usually been made to rest. Not
that these grounds are either untenable, or insufficient
but that, in my apprehension, there are additional grounds,
still stronger and more direct, which, though they have
been adverted to by some advocates of the Christian Sab~
bath, have been overlooked by others, and have by none
had that degree of weight attached to them, to which they
seem to be entitled. o

In saying this, I should wish to be understood as refer-
ring both to the obligation of the day, and to the manner
of its observance. On both points, it is of essential im-
portance to ascertain scriptural principles. Our rebukes
of Sabbath-profanation can come with comparatively
feeble power and partial effect upon the conscience, when
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wé have left- unsettled questioris and unsatisfied doubts
and surmises in the mind, with regard to the obligation
of observance :—and even when we may be supposed to
have settled the obligation on sufficient grounds; we may
find it exceedingly difficult to draw a correct line between
observance and profanation in various departments of our
admonitions to daty and cautions against sin,—and shall
be in dsanger of leaving, on the one hand, seurces of super-
stitious and gloomy fearfulness, and, on the other, jesuiti-
eal: exeuses for laxity of disposition, and convenient out-
lets for consciences that are beset by worldly temptations,
<iunless we: can, either from direct precepts or from ap-
-proved txsmples, establish some general principle or prin-
digles, scapuble-of extensive :and easy zpphcmon to par-
siohlur eases;:' -
- "It is & point of fact dnputed by none, tlm; the seventh-
day Sabbath was observed by the Jewish people, under
the -ancient economy ; and by none who believe that eco-
nomy to ‘have been divine is it doubted, that amongst
them it was not a self-authorized celebration, but an insti-
tute of Jehovah. . One great question, therefore, is—
Was it peculiar to that people, or was it, in its origin and
obligation, common to mankind ? Did the observance com-
-mence with the divine legation of Moses, or did it com-
mence at the time referred to in our text ? Did the obli-
gation' terminate with the Mosaic economy, or did it re-
main in force under the Christian? And, if we should
ascertain it to have begun at creation, and to have con-
tinued under Christianity, what authority have we for ob-
‘serving, as our sabbatical rest, the first day of the week,
initead of the seventh? These are questions, to whicha
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satisfactory answer is indispensable, before we proceed to
the subsequent inquiry, ¢ How is the Sabbath to be sanc-
tified ?” that we may be properly assured in our own
minds, whether, in keeping sacred the first day of the
week, we are really doing the will of God, or whether we
are performing an act of mere will-worship, and, without
the sanction of his authority, retaining a part of the yoke
of bondage, the burdensome ritual of an abolished dis-
pensation.

When I ask the question, Was the Sabbath a merely
Jewish Institution, or was it a moral duty of universal and
permanent obligation ?—some of my hearers may naturally
enough be startled at the inquiry, and think it a very
strange one. “ A merely Jewish Institution!” they will
say—* how can that be ? who can possibly entertain such
a fancy, when, in the words which you have just read as
the ground of your discourse, we have so simple and ex-
plicit a statement of the day having been divinely set
apart at the time of the creation of the world ?” For the
surprise which might thus be expressed, there exists, in
my judgment, very good reason. The conclusion drawn
from the language of the text—(if that may be called a con-
clusion from it, which israther its direct and explicit declara~
tion)—is the conclusion, not of ignorance or inconsidera-
tion, but, in spite of the high authority I am about to cite
to the contrary, that of sound understanding and common
sense. To those of my hearers in whose minds the text
has appeared, as well it might, decisive of the question, it
is necessary to mention, that in the opinion of some writ-
ers, later and more remote, and especially of one scripture
moralist, whose judgment is, in many respects, entitled to
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deference, the seventh day was not set apart for sacred
observance at the time of the creation;—that there was
no such divine institute till the departure of the Israelites
from Egypt, two thousand five hundred years afterwards;
and that the historian, himself an Israelite, in giving the
inspired account of the creation, takes notice of the
Sabbath only incidentally and by anticipation, that ac-
count, with which the institution was subsequently asso-
ciated, having naturally enough suggested it to his mind [
—This is the opinion of the justly celebrated Dr. Paley.*
« As the seventh day,” says he, « was erected into a sab-
bath on account of God’s resting upon that day from the
work of creation ; it was natural enough in the historian,
when he had related the history of the creation and of
God’s ceasing from it on the seventh day, to add, ¢ And
God blessed the Sabbath day and sanctified it, because
that on it he had rested from all his work which the Lord
God created and made,'—although the blessing and sanc-
tification, i. e. the religious distinction and appropriation
of the day, was not actually made for many ages after-
wards. The words do not assert that God tken blessed
and sanctified the seventh day, but that he blessed and
sanctified it for that reason : and if any ask why the Sab-
bath or sanctification of the seventh day was then men-
tioned, if it was not tken appointed, the answer is at hand ;
the .order of connexion, not of time, introduced the men-

® I select Dr. Paley, not only on aceount of his deserved eminence
as a writer, in the theological and moral literature of our country, but
because, on this as on other subjects, he brings his argument into short
compass, and states it with brevity and precision.—Whether he con-
vinces you or not, he never leaves you at a loss to understand him.
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tion of the Sabbath in the history of the subject which it
was ordained to commemorate.”*

Here, then, is the point to the settlement of which our
attention must, in the first instance, be directed ;—namely,
whether or not the seventh day was actually set apart as
8 day of religious rest at the time when it is first men-
tioned, in immediate connexion with the finishing of the
work of creation. This, according to Dr. Paley’s own
admission, is the turning point of the controversy re-
specting the universality and perpetuity of the obliga-
tion. It is fully granted by this eminent writer, that if
the Sabbath was instituted immediately after the creation,
it must be regarded as a command given to the progeni-
tors of our race, and so obligatory on all the race alike, in
all suceeeding generations. * If the divine command”
(such are the terms of his admission) « was actually” de-
livered at the creation, it was addressed, ne doubt, to the
whole human species alike, and continues, unless repealed
by some subsequent revelation, binding upon all who come
to the knowledge of it. If the command was published
for the first time in the wilderness, then it was directed
to the Jewish people alone ; and something farther, either
in the subject or circumstances of the command, will be
necessary to show that it was designed for any other.”
4 The former opinion precludes all debate about the ex-
tent of the obligation : the latter admits, and, prima fueie,
induces a belief, that the sabbath ought to be considered
as part of the peculiar law of the Jewish policy.”

* Paley's Moral and Political I'hilosophy, Sect. on Sabbatical Insti-
tutions,
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It is comfortable, when a controversy is thus brought
to a point, of which the determination is admitted to leave
no room for further discussion; when the ground is thus
narrowed, and the consequence of satisfactory proof ac-
Imowledged to be sure. And I have said thus much, to
show you, that the point we.are about to consider is of
essential importance to our coming to a just conclusion on
the great general question. '

Loek again, then, in the first place, to the terms of our
text,—the passage which contains the first mention of the
Sabbath :—«Thus the heavens and the earth were fin.
ished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day
God ended his work which he had made ; and he rested
on the seventh day from all his work which he had made.
And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it ; be-
canse that in it he had rested from all his work which
God created and made.”

There is at present no dispute about the meaning of the
words used by the historian. It is, on both sides, admit-
ted, that by the seventh day being « sanctified,” is meant
its being set apart to religious purposes, as sacred or holy ;
the same sense in which the word is often used afterwards,
in the writings of Moses, in application to things and sea~
8ons, as well as to persons. The sole question is, whether
the day was thus set apart a¢ that time. 1 am most thor-
oughly convinced that it was, and astonished that to any
mind it should ever have appeared otherwise; and I am
now to state the grounds of this conviction. Amongst
these, I cannot but notice,

1. In the first place, the plain and simple language of the
passage itself. 1 need not read it again, -Only bear in



8

mind, thes it is the continuation of a narrative. You have
no business with its being the beginning of a chapter. It
should be read as if there were no interruption. In the
preceding pars of the narrative, you find the record of the
transactions of each in sucoession of the six days of crea-
tion; and here, in the very same simple historical style,
you have the sccount of the seventh, completing the nar-
rative of the first. week :—and, perhaps, the second-ehap-
ter might have begun, with greater propriety, as the fourth
verse, « These are the generations of the heavens and the
earth, in the day when they were created,” &¢. What the
historian says of the seventh day, he relates as dene at fhe
time, with the same simplicity with which he relates the
transactions of each of the preceding days, as done at the.
time. So far as the mere terms of the record are com-
cerned, (and it is of these alone we now speak;) there is
_just as much reason for considering the creation itself, as
narrated by anticipation, and as not having taken place
till 2,500 years afterwards, as there is- for conceiving
this to have been the case in regard to the institution
of the day fer its commemoration, The resting of
Jehovah on that day, and the blessing and senetifying of
that day, are alike related as having thes taken place:
there being no hint, and no change of construction, indi-
cative, in the remotest degree, of its being a mere allusion
to what had no existence till five and twenty centuries had
passed away, and then only in one nation, and for a limit-
ed time, as one of the institutes of a temporary ceremo-
nial. If it be so, I am at a loss to know on what principles
historical language is te be interpreted. -
2. I would argue, leoondly,ﬁomﬁcmq'ﬁcﬁmy
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I¢ is admitted, that the object of the Sabbath, whensoever
institated, was the commemorating of God’s work of creation.
If so, is it not reasonable to conclude, that the commem-
oration commenced from the time that the work to be
commemorated was completed ? Is not this of a piece
with.other recorded instances, such as the Passover, and
the Lord’s Supper, in which the commemorative ordin-
ance begins to be celebrated from the date of the event,
and in this way becomes a proof and a memorial both of
factand of time? If the day wasto be sacred to the memory
of creation, and to the worship of the almighty, all-wise,
and all-bountifal Creator, is it not = strange supposition,
that the memorial and the worship should not have been
instituted till two millenniums and a half after the event ?
And is it not hardly less strange, that an event, (if an event
that may be called which, as far as our own world is con-
cermed, was the origin of all events, being the preparation
of their theatre, and the date of their commencement)—
that an event, which was alike interesting to- mankind a¢
large, and bore the same relation to the whole race, should
have been restricted in the commemoration of it to one
people, and to one age? The utmost, surely, that can be
said for the supposition is, that it is not impossible. This.
much we shall grant; but we cannot grant it to be, even
in the very lowest degree, either natural or probable.

I cannot but consider my argument here as receiving
very decided countenance and support from the words of.
our Lord, when (in & passage which we shall have occa~
sion to quete more particularly on the subject of the
observance of the day) he says to the Jews, « The Sabbath
was made for man, not man for the Sabbath.” To me it.

B2
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appears indisputable, that «»AN” must here be under-
stood generically,—that is, of the human race. The words,
naturally and irresistibly, lead our minds to the time of
his being ¢ made,”—the time of creation. The Sabbath
was not first created, and man created to observe it: but
man was first created, and the Sabbath was ‘instituted for
his benefit. Even if the first part of the antithesis had
stood alone—¢ The Sabbath was made for man,”: the in-
ference would have been natural, that sman did net mean
the Jews merely, but mankind ; when the other parst-is.
added—¢ Not man for the Sabbath,” it beeomes unavoida-
ble :—the association is clearly established, by the autho-
rity of Christ himself, of the institution of the Sabbatk
with the creation of man; and the Sabbath itself is thus
ascertained to have been an ordinance appointed for the
first progenitors of our race, and for all their progeny. - -

3. I found a third argument on the language of-the
inspired author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, chap. iv.
8—5, « For we which have believed do enter into rest : as
he said, As I have sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter
into my rest ; although the works were finished fromr the
foundation of the world. For he spake in a certain place.
of the seventh day on this wise, And God did rest the:
seventh day from all his works. And in this place aguin,:
If they shall enter into my rest.” 'We shall have occasion:
to illustrate the whole of this passage at some length in a
- future discourse. The principle on which it bears upon’
our present argument is very obvious. - The words which:
have been quoted, clearly imply that the seventh-day rest.
had been ¢ entered into” from the beginning. - Withous
this, the continuity and force of the Apostle’s -reasoning:
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are gone. The mere finishing' of Jehovah's work, and Ais
own resting from it, would have been nething to his pur-
pose; because it might still have left the rest to. be
entered into by Ais people afterwards. Now, when the
Apostle quotes the words of God—I sware in my wrath
shey shall not enter into my rest,” he does not, in distin-
guishing this from the sabbatical rest, say—¢ Although;
before this oath of interdiction and exclusion was uttered,
the rest of the seventh day Aad been instituted in the wil-
derness for the observance of Israel ;” but, « although the
works were finished from the creation of the world”"—in-
timating most clearly, both inlanguage and argument, that
that vest had been ¢ entered into” from the time ofthe
finishing of ereation.

4. Iugmthemmethng,mtheﬁmrthphoe,ﬁvmthe
admitted erigin of the division of time into weeks of seven
days. It is difficult, if not impossible, to trace this divi-
sion to any other origin. The phases of the moon, in-
deed; or her four quarters, as we are accustomed to term
them, have been plansibly alleged as affording a sufficiently
natural aceount of it; but a lunar month does not cor-
respond with four times seven days—exceeding the four
weeks by a full day and a half. Yet this hebdomadal
division of time has existed among all nations, in noith,
south, east, and west, from the earliest periods to which
history and tradition reach; and it is a curious fact, that,
amidst all the forgetfulness of God, and the fearful dege-
neracy and corrnption of mankind and of divine institu-
tions, in this our world, hints of the sacredness of the
seventh day oocur in very ancient heathen poets, and rem-
mants of the practice of its observance are found to have
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all along existed amongst the different tribes of the hnman
family.—Now, our argument is this. If this division of
time had the origin thus assigned to it, the ressen of it
must, of course, have been originally known, namely, the
fact of the Creator’s having made the world im six days,
and rested on the seventh.—God's « resting” means twe
things,—his cessation from his work, and his complacensy
init. These two things are expressed in the languagé of
Moses elsewhere, Exod. xxxi. 17. « For in six days the
Lord made heaven and earth; and on the seventh day he
rested, and swas refreshed.” To no one who is even superficially
versant in the HolyScriptures, can it be necessary to say, thet
such terms as these, when applied to Deity, are not mesat
to convey any such ideas as those of repose from fatigue,
and the recruiting of exhausted strength. The firss words,
indeed, of the narrative of creation should be enough to
silence the profanity of the scoffer, and to command into
awe the leer of his scornful countenance—¢ God said, Let
there be light ; and there was light.” The Book which
opens with such an exhibition of the divine omnipotence,
—oontaining so striking an exemplification of the senti-
ment, that of lofty conceptions the simplest expression is
the most sublime,—is not to be interpreted as, only a few
sentences after, sinking the Almighty from the lofty ma-
jesty in which it had thus enthroned him, by representing
him as the subject of weariness and exhaustion. If there
be one quality, indeed, by which the inspired account of
creation is more distinguished than by others, it is its
divine simplicity, the entire absence of every thing like
effort or labour, on the part of the « Mighty Maker,” in
bringing into being the various portions of the stupendove
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universe. He « speaks; and it is done ; he ecormnands, and
it stands fast :"—< The everlasting God, the - Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is’
weary : there is Do searching of his understanding.” It
is trwe that creation’ occupied & certain portion of time :
but not becawwe onmipotence required it.  The same word
thet commanded into existence the successive parts eould,
with: equal ease, by one faz, have commanded the whole.
Bat there was & design in its being ordered otherwise;
and the design related to man. It was, to give commence-
ment to such a division of time amongst the inhabitants of
the new-formed world, as should connect the finished work
of creation with a commemorative day. Between the
divine eternity (let it be recollected) and the divisions of
time, there can subsist no poesible relation. Wheh the
eternal God, therefore, is represented as < resting” in con-
nexion with @ day,—a limited portion of time,.—the repre-
semtation must, of necessity, have reference to his creas-
tures, and to that order which he intended should be ob-
served: amongst them. This is clear. To speak of days
imthe sternity of the Godhead, is a sheer absurdity. From
this it follows, (and here retwrns the point of our argu-
ment, ) that if God’s resting-on the seventh day was known
by men, the reason of it must alse have been Anown. But
to what does this amount ? Why to this: that the very
exigtence of the division of time into weeks, or periods of:
seven days, necessarily implies the knowledge, on the
pars. of men, of the divine intention with regard to a Sab-
bath, Days belong to creatures, not to the Cresator ; and,
for my own pext; I am altogether unable to imagine, how
the circumstance of God's resting from his work on the
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beventh day could possibly be known, witheut the purpose
being also known that this day was to be a day of sacred
rest, and religious. observance to men.. The mere cessa-
tion from the work of creation could, of course, occupy no
time whatever ; and the representation of Deity, as resting
for a seventh revolution of time, equal to each of the wix
preceding revolutions, could be nothing mere than sn ‘im.
pressive mode of intimating to his creatures his. intention
and his will, respecting their cenduct in reference to that
day. And if so, the Sabbsthmusthnvebeenkmwhmd
observed from the beginning. :

5. Thesame thing is apparent, fifthly, fromthevexytem
in which the first mention is made of the Sabbath, by the
~ 'historian of the Exodus,—the terms which, according -to

Dr. Paley, record its first institution. Look to the pas-
sage—Exod. xvi. 16-—80. The historian is speaking - of
the Manna ; and having described its appearance, andi the
inquisitive surprise of the people on seeing:it, he thus
proceeds >—< This is the thing which the Lord hath com«
manded. Gather of it every man aceording to his eating,
an omer for every man, according to the number of youri
persons ; take ye every man for them which are in his
tents. And the. children of Israel did so, and gathered,
some more, some less. And when they did mete'it with
an omer, he that gathered much had nothing over, and. he
that gathered little had no lack: they gathered every man.
acoording to his eating. And Moses said, Let no:man:
leave of it till the morning. Notwithstanding, they heark:.
ened not unto Moses ; but some of them left of it until the.
merning, and it bred worms, and stank : .and Moses was
wroth with them. . And they gathered it every morning,:



15

every man according to his eating: and when the sun
waxed hot, it melted. And it came to pass, that on the
sixth day they gathered twice as much bread, two omers
for one man: and all the rulers of the congregation came
and told Moses. And he said unto them, This is that
which the Lord hath said, To-morrow is the rest of the
holy Sabbath unto the Lord : bake that which ye will bake
to-day, and seethe that ye will seethe; and that which re-
maineth over lay up for you, to be kept until the morn-
ing. And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade ;
and it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein.
And Moses said, Eat that to-day ; for to-day is a sabbath
unto the Lord : to-day ye shall not find it in the field. Six
days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is
the Sabbath, in it there shall be none. And it came:to
pass, that there went out some of the people on the seventh
day for to gather, and they found none. And the Lord
said unto Moses, How long refuse ye to keep my com-
mandments and my laws? See, for that the Lord hath
given you the Sabbath, therefore he giveth you on the
sixth day the bread of two days: abide ye every man in
his place; let no man go out of his place on the seventh:
day. - So the people rested on the seventh day.”

Huaving read the passage, I would put the question to
any man of ordinary understanding and candid simplicity,
whether he can imagine this to be the manner in which a-
religious observance, entirely new, quite unknown before,
would have been first- legally instituted ? Whether is it
likest the formality of legislation, or the incidental men-
tion of an institution previously known? Nay, more. In
the twenty-second verse, it is-said—* And it came to paes-
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that on the sixth day they gathered twice as much bread,
two omers for one man ; and all the rulers of the congre-
gation came, and told Moses.” This circumstance merite
special notice. What did the rulers report to Moses ?
One of two things. Either they told the fact of this
double gathering on the sixth day, as a thing which they
themselves had not anticipated, and which they feared
might be a violation of the order respecting the quantity
to be collected daily ;—or they reported it as an act of
obedience, on the part of the people, to a previous intima-
tion,—telling Moses that they had done as had been com-
manded. On the former supposition, it will follow, that
the people had pursued this course on the sixth day of their
own accord, anticipating the sabbatical rest of the seventh.
On the latter supposition, Moses had made known, to the
rulers and to the people, the intimation which had. been
made by Jehovah to himself. What, then, were the terms
of that intimation ? It is contained in the fifth verse of
the chapter :— and it shall come to pass, that on the sixth
day they shall prepare that which they bring in; and.it
shall be twice as much as they gather daily.” On either
of the two suppositions, the inference is clear. If Moses
had not yet communicated this divine intimation to the -
people, and the people gathered their double portion on
the sixth day of their own accord, it follows that the rest.-—
of the seventh day was known and familiar ¢ them. If,
on the contrary, the communication had been made to
them by Moses, and they acted in conformity to. it, still
the terms in which the intimation is made by Jehovah to—
Moses himself, imply, with equal clearness, that the seventh.
day rest was known and familiar ¢o Aim. For God makes.
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the intimnagion, that a douhle quantity of the Manuns shouwld
fall, and gives the order that a denble quantity sheuld be
gathered and prepared, without assigning for these things
sny resson whatever; which, on the sapposition of no
sabbatical observance of the seventh day having previ.
omly existed, and no distinction between that day amd
other days,—is utterly unacoountsble: wheress, on the
comtrary supposition, that of s previous celebration, all is
natural, and precisely as we shonld have expected it to
be.—~When the fact of the people’s gathering double en
the sixth day was reported by the rulers to Moses, he
gave his approving samction (as on either of the preced.
ing suppositiens he mast of course have done) to this part of
their candnct ; andheadded the command, that, having done
right in gathering double, they should further respect the
«rest of the holy Sabbath,” by makingready enthesixth day
what might be required for the consumption of the seventh.
‘When he says—¢ This is that which the Lord hath said,
To-morrew is the yest of the holy Sabbath unto the Lord;
bake that-which ye will bake to-day, and seathe that ye
will seethe;” it is.evident, that the thing commanded is not
contained in the words, « To-morrow is ‘the rest of the
haly Sabbath unto the Lord;” but that these words are
the affirmation of a knewn fact, and that this known faes
is assigned as the reason of the thing eommanded—¢ bake
that ye willbaketo-day, and seethe that ye will seethe.” For
my own part, I can fancy nothing more unreasonable, than
to imterpret this passage as the original institution of the
seventh-day rest,—the law of-the Sabbath. -If I had said
to any one of you yesterday,—«I intend to-morrow to
set out on a journey from home,”—you would; with pro-
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priety, have said to me in reply, « To-morrow is the Sab-
ba.th ” and your hngqage would have proceeded om the
assumptlon that the fact was known and fmmllar to my
mind as well as to yours ;. but that, from some cause or other
at the moment, 1 had forgotten the time at which I was
speakmg Sa ‘'when Moses says, « To-morrow is the Sab-
bath,” he, proceeds upon the assumption of & ‘pre-éxisting
and familiar fact, as mu.ch 9 you would do in the answer I
have sypposed youto; make tomy proposal,-—a fact fa.m;lm
to hlqlself,, and fav‘u;lla.r :9 the people. T )
i Tt e a]l@gd I am awaze, that there is no, mtlmatlpnm
the narra,tlve of thls bemg «the revival of an,old forgqtten
mstmmon » “Gra.nted But what is phe leg-ltm;ate infer-
“ence ? Is t,he conclusxon an unreasonable one, tlmt it, was
‘nqt ® forgottqn Instlmtlon ? An Instltqtlon ma.y1 contmue
for a, length of . .tlme to be only paytmlly obser\mg* or
even not observed at all, when its regular oixsq‘-vance is
prpvented by tbp necess.lty of the case, and yet not be for-
gqﬁmu On the suppos;tlon, therefore, that the pqcuhar
condjtion of the children of Israel, during the qervntude of
Egypt, had mterfered with the regular celebratlon of the
then' remembrance Concexvmg tb.e languagq of the pas-
sage, m the Book of Exodus, to be altogether unhke what

e BUE T

% Thm, howeve:, ahhough cinctunstatices, may be congidered as
givmg it moch probability, is not, in all its extent at least, a certainty.
¢¢ The antiquity of the Subbath,” says Bmhop Horsley, e wuathmg 80
well ufiderstood ameng the Jews themsélves, that some of theit Rab-
‘bims'had the vanity tb pretend vhiat an.exast adkervnve to-the obiserva
.tion of.this day, under the severities of the Egyptian servitusle, westhe
merit by which their ancestors procured a miraculous deliverancs.” -
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st hiave bben-used respecting anew:and otterly unknown
tastitation; 1 leek upon it: ds containing satisfactory: evi-
deace of theicontrary 1 that kewever: part.mlly and i n'regu
larly ebserved; it had net been forgotten. : e
*- The incident- recerded 'in--that passage,; I need not re-
mind you, ‘preceded the giving of the law-from Sinal. + /¥
have now, then; tonotice; in ferther eorroboratlon of the
previous éxistestiee of the:Sabbath. * e

v .8.'4ud the sixth phee;tbtemqftlhﬂanmlf You
will find them, - Exed. xx. 8—=11. i 4« Rémém¥er the sub:
bath:day; to ‘keep it holy.- Six-days shaltthou: ldbouar,
snd do all thy'work. * But the seventh day ivthe sabbath
of the-Lord thy God: in it thou shalt net do amy wark,
thou, wor thy son, ner ‘thy daughter; thy manservaiit, nor
thy maid-sérvant, nor thy eattle, nor thy strangeér thas is
within thy gates : For in-six days the Lord made heaven
and earth, the ses, and all that in- them is; and ‘rested the
seventh duy ¢ wherefore the Lord: blessed the dabbath-duy,
and halowed it.”-=It will hot-be disputed, tliat the Ian-
guige; “ Remember the. sabbathdny, to keep it helyy*is
Iangusge -which: assnmes, ' vr ‘presuppeses its existenoe.
¥ grant,'thae if by any one-who hears me theoriginal insti-
tution of the Sabbath can: be considéred as contained-in
the dixteenth chapter -of the same -Beok, orr:which we
bave ‘beeni commenting, then this- style:1hay' be consist-
wiitly emough explained. But:if the-words in that passage
«TPp-morrow is the rest -of the holy: Sabbath unte the
Lord,” cannot; on any natural-principle, be interpreted as
the ‘first enactment of ‘the lew of the:Sabbath; thew the
terms of’ the fourth: commandmeirt must-refer to'a imote
ancient time of institution : and there is no other to which
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it can’ refer but the time of creation—the time in ouwr
text. - That it has this reference; and can have no other, is
rendered most strikingly manifest by the terms of the.
reason assigned in this commandment for its observance:
—¢ for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the
sea and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day;
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath-day and Rallowed it."
It has commonly been said, that “ blessed” and ¢ hal-
lowed,” being verbs in the past tense, must refer to past
time and previous institution; and that if this had beea
the first institution, the verbs would have been in the
present tense—¢* wherefore the Lord blesseth the seventh
day, and halloweth it.” Dr. Paley would reply—« It is
not pretended that the fourth commandment contains the
first institution of the Sabbath ; its institution took place
before, at the time of the manna.” And, althcugh we
might think the reference unreasonable to so recent a dise,
we - could not deny that it was past time, and would
therefore warrant the use of verbs in the past tense.—
But the conclusion that the reference is to a more remote
period is, in: my mind, irresistible, on another ground.—
In the reason of observance—¢ wherefore the Lord blessed
the seventh day and hallowed it,” there is, most evidently,
a reference to the terms of some previous record of the
institution of the Sabbath. Now, when was the seventh
day blessed and hallowed? Where are such terms em-
ployed? In the narrative of the manna, when the insti-
tution -is supposed to have taken place, we have nothing
of.the kind. Where, then, in the preceding history, are
these words of institution (for so they may with the strict-
est propriety be called) to be found? The answer is, they
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are in our-text. - We have them here ; snd we have them
nowhere alse: - If - the:terms. in .the fourth commendment
do-tiot refar: 1o those of cur text, wa know-of nething else
to whio-they can refer. -And if. they do, then cur text
must neoessarily be understood as a histosical statemient
of what sool-place st the time, not 8e amere anticipatien of
what . wae Jong after to.sake- plase in the wildermess.... The
twe:ithings: are-quite incompatible..- If, when:.quoted.:in
the:fourthyi cerEmandwmont, they . fefer to-whatuwds past;
they:cdambsy whenmased in the text, be anticipatiyeiofowhat
was to:ceme; The quotation in/theifourth cosemandment .
may justly be considered be containing: pe afirmation, shet.
wheh theas words—~« the Lord blessed tha. baventh.day; -
and: sanetified i, were -used : in the - history, sbe,: Sahhath
wasiipstittedy 1:: But -tha wdrds are ~md»oﬂphm;: and
here then; v divifie autherity, weshave:the inetitusion and
tros:daterof - the Sabbath,—I. kmaw. not-.whethor.. % have
made myideas clearly. understood, :but- tb my: owm . mind
this-view of the matter is irresistibly. conelusives .11
Fhus is)appears. that while, on the one hand, the: Iag
guage .ofiour teut in.the Book of Geneais cannot,.wishous.
unmashiril stiaiming, be interpretod of. ai institution.to.mkei
Phiﬂ'lill‘v' ﬁn-cmnoteﬁtnrh:y 1 neither, :on the other, .cen.
th languagein.the Beok.of Exodns be interpretad, yyith-
out simailae urum, .of .8 mew .omd. prenonnly.unkmm
immtitutRon, i o vur. e A s el i
"Thane ase, 'however, somealleged dlﬂiwhes in the way,,
whi¢h are deserving of particular notice. . .. .
It is objected to the supposition of the-Sabbath havmg
existed: from the:beginning, that ittle or no notice of itis to
bo fownd - in - e .inspired. account of the antediduvign and
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patriarchal ages.—It would be unoandid to deny that this
is a singular faet, and an apparently strong ‘objection.
The following remarks will mitigate its foree, and 'show it
to be at least inconclusive.

1. In the Mosaic history, weeks are spoken of as amongst
the ordmary well-known divisions of time. Now, if the
obeervations formerly made be well founded, in proof;,
from this division of time, of the otiginal knowledge of
the Sabbath, and of the reason of its institution, there is
surely more than a probability that it continued to be
Iknown among the worshippers of the true God.

Of the division of time into periods of seven days, one
. of the most interesting exemplifications occurs in the his-
tory of Noah. When this second father of our race sent
forth the raven from the Ark, why tarried he seven days
before he sent forth the dove ?—and when this messenger
returned, why other seven days, before he sent her forth
the second time? and other seven again, when she came
back with the symbol of peace, ere he gave her her third
and final dismission > —Why seven, rather than six, or
eight, or ten?—Why, but because the interval was a
week? - And the supposition is as pleasing as it is proba-
ble, that these winged scouts were sent out on the Sab-
bath, the day of holy rest, on which, from the little com-
pany in the Ark, the only living remnant of a desolated
world, the worship of praise and prayer ascended to the
God of judgment and of mercy; when they bowed to his
awful vengeance, and cast themselves on ]ns gracious and
‘:mghty protection.*

» In the account given by the historian, of the respective characters
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That the history is distingnished by succinctness and bre+
vity :u-that, on the supposition of the -Babbath having

[ y

and oﬁerings o.‘f Cain and Abel, an expression is used, which, by some
critles, if flot With certainty, yet with corisiderable probability, has been
explained. of the weekhly sabbatical worship. The mssount is conmined
in Gen. ivs 8——5. “ And.in process of time it,cawe to pass, that Cain
brpught of the fruit of the ground an offering unto the Lord. And
Abel, he also brought of the firstlings of his flock, and of the fat there.
of. And the Lord had respect unto Abel, and to hisoffering. But unto
€Caln, and to his offering, he had not respect. And Cain was very
wroth, apd his countenance fell.” The original phrase, translated ¢ in
process of time,” is rendered on the margin more literally, *in the end of
diys.”' Our translation implies the lapse of some considerable portion
of time fm the life of man, at the close of which both the brothers
brought their raspective eblations. Yet this cannet well mean, in the
present case, the period of their growth from infanocy to maturity, or
manhood ; both because it is unnatural to suppose this happening, as
to both, the older and the younger, at one time, and because, in the
preceding verses, they are spoken of acoording to their distinctive secu.
lar oecupations, and consequently as already in youth or manhood,
Yet it is obvious, that the two brothers ¢ brought” their offerings at
one time to one place; and that the testimony of divine ipprobation was
given to that of Abel in Cain’s presence, and, in all probability, in pre-
sence of others also; and, indeed, that if the worship of God was tp
be du)y kept up at all, a fixed and statedly returning time for it was
indispensable. There appears, therefore, considerable force in the con-
clusion, that by the pbrase “in the end of days,” the seventh day,- or
the last day of what may be called the creation week, is meant by the
historian ;—and the likelihood of this is increased, by the appropriatences
which the expression derives from its coming, in the narrative, so im-
mediately after the account of the memorable succession of days em»
Ployed in creation, and of the consecration of the seventh, the day of
cessation and rest.—~It is likely too, that the ¢ day” mentioned in Job
i 6, when ¢ the sons of God came to present themselves before the
Lord,” was the Sabbath.—But I do not wish to rest much on such pas-
sages, of which the meaning is doubtful.
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been well known as-an ancient: institution; observed from.
the beginning, and familiar to those for whom heé'wrote,
an historian, who was studious: of brevity, who recorded
only the more remarkable events and transactiors; aidl
even these succinetly, might, without any great dificulty..
be conceived to carry-n his narrative witkout finding-
oceasion for any partiealar mention ' of it :—hnd thst,
granting the omission to'be ever so'strange ; if #t prévess
any thing to the objector’s purpose, it will ke formd- tow
rove too much,~-namely, the non-observance:of the Sab—
Lh for the period of at least four hundred: years after: these
admitted institution of it at Sinaé : -for no mention of it, wow—
any allusion to it, oecurs in the -Books of Joshix #ncll
Judges, any more than in that of Geneis :' und ‘the nign—
ment might be strengthened fronx the extremely rare dn R
incidental notice of the day for even a ‘greater whirbap-o=uilf
centuries thereafter. The silence, therefore, of the Hgr—
rative is not, in either case, admissible as proof of Gie=
non-existence of the institution; the correspondemces;: le—mm
this respect, of the history which follows the giving of thae==
law with that which precedes it, nemlumg entirely" thee=
force of the objection® R

PRCEE [P GV S

» The reply to the objection might be strengthened by parallel cases —
For a period of 1500 years, from the birth of Seth till the delugé, ne>
mention is made of sacrifice.—And for a similar peried of .1,500 yuarsns
namely, from the entrance of the Israelites into Cansan till the higth»
of Christ, although in the phraseology of the historians and pr@hdiﬂ
there may be an oocasional and cbiefly figurative use of the term, ther«>
is no mention whatever of the fact of cireumcision as an existing rite.~—~
Yet during these periods, there is no goound for question, both: these
institutions, sacrifice in the former and circumcision in the latter, were
in regular course of observance.
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of expression in different parts of Scripture, which are
thought to indicate the peculiarity of the Sabbath as a
Jewish institution. For example, in Nehem. ix. 14, God
is eaid to have ‘“made Anown umto lsrael his holy Sab-
bath.” * Nehemiah,” says Dr. Paley, ¢ recounts the pro.
mulgation of the sablitic law amongst the transactions
of the wildernees; which sapplies another considerable
argument in aid of our opinion.” The wiole foree of thig
argument lies in the expression “ made known ;” which is
canceived to refer to the discovery and injunctien of what
was unknown and unobeerved before. But the inference is
unwasrantsble.—The word so rendered is not used with
such definite strictuess. In Paalm ciii. 7, the Pealmist says,
<Ko made known his ways unto Meses, his sets unto the chil-
dren of Iersel.” Was Moses the first to whom any of the
ways and acts of Jehovah were made known ? Assuredly
not, en the authority of Moses himself, There might be a
faller and mere permanent discovery of them made, when
to Israel ¢ were committed the oracles of God ;” but  as
sundry.times and in divers manners,” to preceding fathers
and prophets, kad God made himself and his “ acts and
ways” kmown. Dr. Paley considers Nehemish a8 having
reféremce;, when he speaks of the Sabbath being ¢ made
known,” not te the fourth commandment, (although the
werds stand in immediate connexion with the descent on
Simai and the giving of the law,) but to the narrative in
the Beok of Exodys, where the Sabbath is previoualy
memstioned. Now we have already seen, thet the terms
of that narrative are such as to convey, so decidedly, the
impression of the Sabbath having previously existed, and

[}



to be so utterly extraordinary and unprecedented if éon-
sidered as the terms of a first enactment ; that, so far
from admitting the expression used by Nehemish as s
proof of the justness of Dr. Paley’s interpretation of the
narrative, we should regard the narrative a8 a proof that
the expression of Nehemiah is not to be strictly and de-
finitely understood of something quite unknown before,
but ought to be taken in its looser acceptation.—— In the
same passage of Nehemiah, moreover, the moral as well
as other precepts of the law are represented as « given"
and « commanded” to the Israelites. But the moral pre-
eepts of God's will were not, assuredly, then given for the
first: time : for, in that case, there must have been no
moral law before the time of Mozes, and consequently no
sin; in direct opposition to the apostle Paul's reasonisg
in Rom. v. 13, 14, where, from the fact of the prevalence
of death before the time of Moses, he infers the existence
of sin, and consequently of a law, from the beginning;
with the view of convincing the Jews, that there was s
law antecedent to the Mosaic ;—a law, the transgreesion
of which had introduced and perpetuited sin and death,
and in the damnatory sentence of which they as well »
others' were involved. .

* The principle of these remarks will aldo apply to another
passage of a similar description,—namely, Ezek. xx. 10,
11, 12; in which «the Sabbath is spoken of as given;"
and “ what else,” says Dr. Paley, « can this mean than its
being first instituted in the wilderness ?” The answer is
that, both in that passage; and in the one formerly quoted
from Nehemiah, the same term is applied to God's sts-

tutes 'and judgments, and precepts; and laws, generally, 8
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well as te his Sabbaths ; from. which it would follow, eon-
trary to manifest treth, that nome of them had, in any
way, been «given” before.<If .an example is desired of
the ternt givem being used in applieationr: to what had a
previous: existence, we have a decisive one at hand. It
occurs - in John. vii. 22.- «“Moses therefore gave wnto you
cireumeigion. (not that it is of Moses, but of the fathers)
ad ye on the Sebbath«day eircamcise a man.” Here cir-
eumcision -i§ répresented as given %0 the. Jews by Moses;
while, in'the very:same sentence, it is mentioned as hav-
ing beem «of the fathers.” What becomes, then, of
Paley’s ‘queation, “ What else can given mean than first
institwted ?’ Might we not say of the Sabbath, with:the
saine firopriety as of eircumcision~—¢ Moses therefore gave
sato you. the Sabbath—not that it is of Moses, but of the
fathers,” and of the fathers even from the beginning? It
8 clear from this example; that such terms are too strictly
interpreted, when they ‘are made with certainty to- signify
original institution.. - Previously . existing -institates- and
hwa might, with ‘no violation: of .propriety, be spoken
of a8 “made known” and as “ given,” to a particular peo-
ple, when; with speeial solemnity, with peculiar sanctions,
and in & systematic and imbodied form, they were. deliv-
ereil from heaven to that people, and when the possession
of them in this form became the:distinetion of that people

Lastly, it-is.argued that in Exod. xxxi. 16, 17, and
some other passages, the Sabbath is spoken of as given to
be ¢ g sign between Jehovah and the children of Israel:”
~ren.which Dr. Paley observes,—¢ it does not seem easy
0 understand, how.the Sabbath.eould be a sign between



God and .the peppld-of Inrnel, ynless. the ebservanee of it
was peculisr 4o thaa people, and designed to be 90.™ : Bait
in Beut. viv 8, the sateeitemud is applied.to the desalogue,
and te tho-iaws and. wepds of. Giod. given: by Moses 0
Israel; even-ée thome: moml.prechpta, of arhich. the prin-
ciple and yusa is “ Thow bhalt lowé the Letil thy God wisk
alk -thy heart, and with;allthy.soul; and: with.,all.ihy-

aght ;' aiid -which-they wewe: enjoined to have 5in their
heart, and te teachidiligentlyrunte thein chilidven, talléng
of thése when:they-sak:in tlie:house; and when they walld-
ed by the way, when:théy lay down,. snd when they.rose
up.” . Of theso precepts mesning: espécially the susmgmry
of ‘meral duty .in the:ten commandments, it i said-—
«.Thou -shalt- birid t them for & .sign-upon wthine hand.”
Whatever formed a distinction between the Israelitns aeid
other nations was a sign. The giving of the law and the'
possession of it were such a sign. « He showed his word
unto Jacob, his statutes and judgments to Israel; he hath
not-dealt so with any nation.” This was their great and:
divinely conferred distinction. But surely it would sound
strangely to say, that the law which is summed up in love
te God and love to man, could not be a sign to the people
of Israel, « unless the obligation of it was peculiar to that
people, and designed to be so.”—All the laws and institu-
tions of God, moreover, and the Sabbath among the rest,
were a sign between Jehovah and Israel, as forming, on both
sides, a test;—they were a test of their obedience to kim,
and of his faithfulness to them—It is somewhat singular,
that, even when the Sabbath is spoken of as being a sign
between God and Israel, the reason given for its observ-
ance is one which contaiiis in it nothing at all peculiar to




that peeple;-nething-respecting’ their - deliverance from
Egipt, or any of the other signal interpositions of Je-
hovaliin their favour,.-although these, as we shall after-
warde - bbe, 4Are subsequently superadded as grounds of its
celebration,but simply the ‘original reason, assigned in
ot boxt’: 10% The children of:\Israel‘shall keep the Sab-
haish): ¢o-'obsctve the Sabbath- tliroughout their gemera-
tiorls, for @ rperpebusl covenant : it is a -sign between me
and'the childven of Isracl for ever: for in six days the
Liord meide hoaven and earth; and on the-seventh day
ho rested and 'was refreshed.” Exod. xxxi. 16, 17.
- jHiewe we muit clese for the presents. Innext discourse
woishall consider the moral natare and -the permanent
obligution':uf the' Sabbath, as ome of she:preeepts of the
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DISCOURSE II.

' Exopu# xx.-8—11,

« Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Sir days shalt thow

. labour, and do 'all thy work: DBut the seventh day is the Sabbath
of the Lord'thy God : in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, wor
thy son, nor $hy dungliter, thy man-servast, nor thy maid-servant;- nor
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in siz dags
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and oll that in them is, and
rested the seventh day : wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath-day,
and hallowed it.”

IN closing the former discourse, we promised to consider
in this, the moral nature and permanent obligation of the
Sabbath, as one of the precepts of the Decalogue. To
this subject we now proceed.

There are some writers, who have attempted to set aside
all argument for the permanence of the Sabbath drawn
from the fourth commandment, by denying altogether the
continued obligation of the law of the two tables, under
the Christian economy. The grounds of this denial, them,
demand our first and serious attention. The question is
important, not only as it relates to the point before us, but
more generally. If it be as these writers contend,—if the
precepts of the Decalogue remain not in force,—if, although
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formerly a law to Israel, they are not riow a law to us,~
there were comparativély little interest in the investiga<
tion of their import, and little benefit to be derived from
it. Curiosity, in that case, would be the sole principle
and motive of our inquiry. It would be a topic of mere
antiquarian speculation; or, at the best, it would only
yield us a lesson of the wisdom of God, in giving a law
adapted to the circumstances and character of a particular
people. 'We shall, however, I trust, find satisfactory evi-
dence on which to rest our conviction, that we have in
them a deeper and more direct concern.

The law of the ten commandments, you are all aware,
was delivered to Israel at Mount Sinai, soon after their
leaving Egypt; and it was given in circumstances, and
with accompaniments, of impressive solemnity, and appal-
ling terror. The scene is thus described by the inspired
historian—Exod. xix. 16—24. ¢« And it came to pass,
on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunders
and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the
voice of the trumpet exceeding loud ; so that all the people
that was in the camp trembled. And Moses brought forth
the people out of the camp to meet with God; and they
stood at the nether part of the mount. And mount Sinai
was altogether on a smoke, because the Lord descended
upon it in fire; and the smoke thereof ascended as the
smoke of a farnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly.
And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long, and
waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and God answered
him by a voice. And the Lord came down upon mount
Sinai, on the top of the mount : and the Lord called Moses
up te the top of the mount; and. Moses went up. And
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the Lord said unto Moses, o down, charge the péople,
lest they break through unto the Lord to gase, and many
of them perish. And let the priests also, which come ng
to the Lord, sanctify theinselves, lest the Lord break'f"rhl
upon them. And Moses said uiito the Lord, the é&i‘ﬂ”
canmot come wp to mount Sinai: for thou chargest us,
saying, Set bounds about the mourit, and sanctify it. "And
the Lord said unto him, Away, get thee down, and thou
shalt come up, tliou, and Aaron with’ thee: but let nob'the
priests and the people break through to come up to ﬂle
Lord, lest he break forth upon them.”—With reférence
to this scene, the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews
says, « So terriblé was the sight, that Moses smd, "éx.-
ceedingly fear and quake.”

. Amidst these circumstances of dread sublimity, J eﬁ&v"&h
uttered the ten commandments, ¢ with his own volce, out
of the midst of the fire, and of the thick darkness ;*"ad
he afterwards wrote them on two tables of stone, ahd
delivered them to Moses, to be preserved to future gen-
erations, in memorial of the covenant between himselfa'i:id
the people of Israel.” The tables were called « the tables'of
the covenant ;" and they are expressly and repeatedly said
to have been « written by the finger of God.” We fmk‘ﬁt
surely, therefore, to approach the consideration of these pre—
cepts with a portion of the awe with which they were origin-

ally received. Of this awe, the account is related in the fol-

lowing terms by Moses, in recapitulating to the people the
leading facts of Jehovah’s dealings with them :—¢ These
words the Lord spake unto all your assembly in the mount,
out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and of the thick
darkness, with a great voice ; and he added no more : and
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he wrote them on two tables of stone, and delivered them
'nnto me. And it came to pass, when ye heard the voice
out of the nudst of the darkness, (for the mountain did
‘burn w1th fire,) that ye came near unto me, even all the
heads of your tribes, and your elders ; and ye said, Behold
the Lord our God hath showed us his glory, and his greats
.nﬁs, and we have heard his voice out of the midst of the
fire : we lm.vq seen this day that God doth talk with man,
and | he llvet]p. Now, therefore, why should we die ? for
tlus great fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of
<the Lord ouy ,God any more, then we shall die. For who
is there of all flesh that hath heard the voice of the living
God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and
lived ? Go thou near, and hear all that the Lord our God
phall say ; and speak thou unto us all that the Lord our
t}od shall speak unto thee, and we will hear it, and do it.
:;énd the Lord heard the voice of your words, when ye
spake unto me ; and the Lord said unto me, I have heard
the voice of the words of this people, which they have
spoken unto thee : they have well said all that they have
spoken. Oh that there were such an heart in them, that
they .wc_).uld fear me, and keep all my commandments
always, that it might be well with them, and with their
children for ever!”—From the terror, indeed, with which
the scene affected the Israelites, we are happily free; for
we have now the full and clear discovery of the minis-
tration of qghteousness, 'to counteract the overwhelmmg
influence of ¢ the ministration of condemnation and dea
The contemplation of the ¢ mount of the Lord, on which
the Lamb was provided for a burnt-offering,” allays the
terrors of the “mount that might be touched, and that
c2
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burned with fira.” The ¢ voice of.loye and mercy” that
“gounds from Calvary,” charms away the dread. of the
thunders of Simai. But still, to such a. display of the
divine purity, and majesty, and avenging righteoysness, it-
becomes us to approach with solemn. awe, For, although
Calvary teaches a lesson of grace, which could not be
lgarned from Sinai, yet it teaches, at the same time, and
that even more impressively, the lesson of God's immaeu.
late holiness, and unbending rectitude and truth:—
« Wherefore -we, receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have-grace, whereby we may serve Geod
acceptably, with yeverence and godly fear: fer even our
God is & consuming fire.” *

It is not to be denied, that in some of the statementl
and reasonings of the apostle Paul, one of the principal
difficulties arises from the more comprehensive and the more
restricted acceptations in which, on different occasions, he
uses the term “rAw.” A general consideration of this
subject, however important, would lead us into too wide
a digression. We must restrict our present diseussion
entirely to the Decalogue,—the law of the two tables,~
the ten commandments. That these commandnients were
remarkably distinguished, first by their being uttered from
Sinai by the voice of God, and afterwards by their. being
written with-his finger on the tables of stone, is matter of
fact, which cannot be questioned. It kas been questioned,
however, whether this distinction was not more accidental
than designed, It has been conceived to have arisen
rathep from circumstances which happened to occur at the
time, than from divine intention on account of any peculisr

#* Heb. xii. 28, 29.

]
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excellence or comprehensiveness in the precepts themselves.
The origin of the distinction, according to one very acute
and intelligent writer,* was the circumstance of Jehovah’s
having been interrupted by the fears of the people, which
brought them to Moses, with the earnest entreaty, that
God might not thus speak unto them any more. He
imagines, that, but for this, other parts of the law would
have been delivered in the same way, and that the distine-
tion was thus circumstantial only, and accidental. It do¢s
not appear to me, that this view of the matter accords well
with the terms of the narrative, as already quoted—< These
words the Lord spake unto all your assembly, in the
Mount, out of the midst of the fire, of the cloud, and. of
the thick darkness, with a great voice; AND HE ADDED
No MORE.” This mode of expression appears to me clearly
to indicate, that at the close of the ten commandments,
thére was a cessation of the voice by which they ‘were
uttered. Each of the ten must, .of course, have béen
separated from the succeeding one, by an intervening
pause. But after the tenth, there was evidently some-
thing more,—a cessation of the voice,—indicating, that
theseé commandments contained the substance of the law,
or of thie people’s part of the divine covenant, This re-
ceives: striking confirmation from the langnage of Moses,
in-the preceding chapter of Deuteronémy, verses 12, 18.
« And the Lord spake unto you out of the midst of the
fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but saw no simili-
tude; only ye heard a voice. And he declared unto you

* Mr. Hallet, in his work entitled, A Free and Impartial Study of
the Holy Scriptures recommended: being Notes on some peculiar
texts, with Diseourses and Observations on various subjects. Disc. iif:
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his- covesdnt, which hé commanded you ta.perferm; ewgn
ten eotimandments ; andlie mivote thewa upeaktweorsahlal
of-séone.” - Nothing-ean well hésmore-explicittham this;ite.
¢ hes deciared uhte yow his aonmibsnt; which. Neidemminded
you' to. perform, iéven /e comwenidnents”’  No'womdes;
then; 'thas on the: utteranse! of stheitenth,! the, woice: cesised,
and “he addéd o  madrel; . Hid. -covenaiit hadi hebs
detlared; which he commanded them togerfornnit. ktwas
not ‘vmrede spevitien of hislaw, whish kad chanced:ive.Be
idmtingoishad from the xest in the way.mesdtiohed; itr-was
a summary of its mernk veftirementsi: ;v vult oo v epole

‘The evidenee biing: sh: weisatisfactols, ‘of the adeibmtal
nuture of the distinctiowsbetween ithese :commandnients
and- others, there s, of edurse,: equalty little gvommil:fer:
the farther allegation,: that thesole.reason of these Cenbs
mandments ' being: commiittéd: to: the - tables of ‘stone; .wree
the fact of their Having! -been thus:.aecidentally. dintine
gwished; this fact alone being sappesed to hive gives them
their peculiar emimence; 48 a'select specimen -of - the. pres
capt: of ‘the God of Israel; anid the hondur of being rev
corded ilr stone havingrbeen added, in: comsequenwe: of the
previbus aoccidemtal ‘honounn -of  having been -exclhsivelf
uttered by thé divine voice: . It nppears:io me: siifliei ently
clowr; that: they were. othiuttéred! from heaven; andimv
seribed on stone, as being precepds of primary and conipoes
hensive impettarice, edntahiing ithe great essential sintitles
of the people’s obedience ;. ind thas, bn this. account, they
are demominated so repestedly.:‘sthe ocovenant,? and -the
tables centaining them, she: « taliles ¢f the covenant.” - .
. Yet on these grounds,iamd others to which. the disciissios
will immediasely load, it has beem argued, that.the Deosr
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logee is'Wmbre of Pinthanent endrhnivereal: obligation,
dntds sy’ sthen sparel; of slse “Mosaic - mstitubes;: thas its
obligadiow-way limited: 10' the Jews,and-ckme to a -close
with the Old- Tostadnent. dispensation'y and: that it forms
nepart-of die lawwofGhristime duty.. -In support of; this
céoelusion; spostolid isathretity. has boen: adduced..: Paul,
ivdunh Booh alleged) evidehtly declares:the: law.of .the tem
conmindiments aprogated; whes. he: writes .of iti.in, the
followiny tershs Lu@ Gewl 4ii. 7,8y d }o ¢ Bat-if she minis-
teation of -deathy):rwritten and esgraten-in (stomes; . was
glorious, so that the childven: of: fsvaeh eould mot stedfastly
behwidl she face'of Moses'fér she glery-of his.countenance ;
whishriglory: was- toi be done-iawayy:bew shall.not. the
mihidteation of tlie Spinit: bo rather glovious?: Fewif that
whizh i deme away was gletious/ much mote that-whick.
remaineth-is: glorious.” : It oujght; however, $o! be canefully
ohserrbed; that the: subjbct:-ef whiah theapostle is treat-
ingyiwhew he thiig Writes) is-the sperisiv:sparstuality . of the
Bew; covienans dispensatioivte thas of theold. :'The dis-
timction Which. 1he- makes: betweem -the one @nd the other,
isithit beswesn weiting on stone, and: wrisingen the: Acart.
Aind whiayis is)shen, that is writtenonithe hexr¢ ? .\ What
ifwe eliall- find, that is:iq'thé very law.-which; of okd, was
writben. om: stored: 'Tlordecide rthiis; 1ot us dookito the
prophetic description of the: new :wevenant;. as contrasted
withthe od Jor) wxxi. 81-184. “Behold the days come,
saith the Lord, timt ] will hake s new eovensnt with the
helnsé of Israet, and with thethouse of Judah; not accord-
ing to thecovenat that T made with their fathers, in the
day-thas I sdok:themn: by:she hand,-to: bring them out of
tho land of Bgyptys (whichimyicovenant they brake, al-
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though I was an husband unto them, saith the Lord;)
But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the
house of Israel; after those days, saith the Lord, I will
put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their
hearts ; and will be their God, and they shall be my peot
ple. And they shall teach no more every man his neigh-
bour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord:
for they shall all know me, from the least of them wmto
the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.”-—It
is with the first of these new covenant promises we have
at present to do—<I will put my law in their inward
parts, and write it in their hearts.” It will not surely be
questioned, that in the terms of this promise, there is an
allusion to the writing of the law, under the former ceve-
nant, upon stone. 'The contrast, therefore, in the:prophet,
is the same as that in the apostle. The very law that
was, of old, written on the tables of stone is, under the
new dispensation, written on the fleshy tables. of the heart.
I ask, then, is this abrogation? Is the transference of the
law from stone to the heart the- disannulling of it ? And
if not, must not the apostle, when he speaks of that which
was written and engraven in stones being ¢ done awsay,”
be understood as referring, not to the moral substance of
the law, but to the comparative externality of that economy
under which it was ¢ written and engraven on' stones?"
Surely that law was .not abolished, which, in the fail
spirituality of its iniport, was written by « the Spirit .of
the living God,” upon the renewed heart. This certainly
was retaining the substance, and parting only with what
was outward and transitory. The tables of stone are
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broken and thrown away, when the law, which they con-
tained, comes to be restored to its original place, the heart
of man. And the very comparison, which we have beem
notieing, involves in it a satisfactory proof, that the law
of the two tables does contain a summary of the essential
principles of religion and morality in general. As the law
which, under the New Covenant, is written on the heart,
it can contain no less. .

I would farther ask, what is a law? Is it the mere
form of words, in which a duty is enjoined, or a sin pro-
hibited? Is it not, rather, the injunction of the duty, and
the prohibition of the sin, under whatever form of words
they are conveyed? The same duties may be commanded,
and the same sins forbidden, in different terms, and yet
the law itself remain unchanged. A question, therefore,
naturally suggests itself, namely, Does the law of Christ,
as given in the New Testament, correspond in its require-
ments to. the liw of the two- tables? If it does ; then, eéven
on the supposition of the terms heing different in. which
the requirements are expressed,—to say that the precepts
of the latter are abrogated, and are no longer binding on
Christians, will be to say no more than that the form of
words is sét aside, while the law itself continues the same.
It is the matter of duty, and not the expression, that. con-
stitutes the law. We can readily conceive. the legal codes
of two nations to be very different in their forms of ex-
pression, aiid yet substantially, and even to the minutest
item, to contain the same enactments. Should we not, in
such a case, say of the two countries, that they were go-
verned by the same laws ?

The same sentiment, namely, that it is the esaentml
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elements of duty, and not any forms of words in which
these elements may be ‘imbodied, that eonstltute d'\e lqy,
may be further confirmed and lﬂnptrated by consndenpg
what was the state of things before the giving of. the' e law
to Israel. Sin is scripturally defined « the transgreumn
of law;” and, while it is the maxim both of inspiratjon snd
of common sense, that ¢ where no law is, there is no,  trang-
gression,” it is not less clear, that where there is no trang-
gression, there can be no punitive infliction. On thep
principles, as we formerly saw, the apostle Paul argues,
that, since there was death before the giving of the law,
there must have been sin; and that, consequently, there
must have been a law before that given by Mosgs, of
which sin was the transgression:—a law which \vas the
common rule of obligation to the human race, ‘and of w]ucll
men universally, Gentiles and Jews alike, were, the vwla-
tors, and, as such, under a common damnstory sentenoe.
The moral obligations of Jews and Gentiles, consnde{fd
as fellow-members of the human family, must ever h“e
been the same; and the apostle’s argument w1th the ng
requires us to believe, that the moral law, as given by Mogﬁg
was substantially (that is in all its essential prmclnles apd
requirements) the same with what had existed from the
beginning, of which sin was the trtmsgresslon, apd‘d'%th
the sanction. Indeed, in the moml government of qu
over his creatures, we cannot 1magme the exxstenc? of
two laws. The relations of God to men, and of mep to
God, have always been the same; and the same obhgl—
tions on the part of the creature have arisen out of them.

And, as the grand design of God, in separating, to b,m\sdf
the seed of Abraham, was, to, keep alive in the wo;ld ‘the
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true knowledge of lnmspl&'—?f ‘his Jcimrnéter of his - willy
aird of his | purposes o}' gavmg mercy we have the very
sihd reason for thinking, that the moral law given by
Mosés had been his law to man from the begmmng
wé have for thinking that the character which he gives of

hilnself had been his character from the beginning ; or that
thé salvation pomted to by the ceremonial institutions of
J'mTa.lsm was the i common éaivatlon, revealed to our
first parents, for themselves :md for their’ progeny, mthont
distinction, in’ the’ ﬁrst promlse. If the moral law,
glven by Moses, was any thmg different from what had
" along beén the divine eode of morals to man, then do
we desiderate the aceompllshment of e at least of the
ends of the separatmn of Isrnel,—the exhibition, namely,
to the’ surrounding nations of the will of the one living
and true God, as the moral governor of the world. Nay
we niay say, I think, without presumption, that if it were
otherwise, there would be a singular defect in revelatlon.
There is a close and interesting relation between the law
and the gospel. It is the transgression of the former that
his necessitated the gracious provisions of the Intter.
Would it not, then, be a strange thing, that we should
havé no authoritative discovery of the will of God as to
human duty, the transgression of which bas given rise to
the grace of God in human salvation? It is, assuredly,
a8 transgressors of law, that Gentiles as well as Jews are
under condemnation. The denunciation, Gal. iii. 10,
“TCursed is every one that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of the law to do them,”
includes the one as well agl;;h'é other. For although the
Centiles have not, as the Jews bad, the written law, the
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apostle clearly identifies ‘the principlés and requirements
of the law of nature with those of the law of revelation;
(however imperfectly, in consequence of natural corrnp-
tion, those principles and requirenients might be undert
stood,) when he says—Rom. ik 18--15, « For not the
hearers of the law are just before God, but the doers. of
the law shall be justified: For when the Gentiles, which
have not the law, do by nature the things contained in the
law, these, having not. the iaw, are a law unto themselves;
which show the work of the law written in their heats;
their conscience ‘also bearing witness, and their thoughts
the mean while accusing or else excusing one amother.”
We have nothing to do, in our present argumert, with
the leading design of these words, when taken in con.
nexion with what precedes;—which is, to affirm- and
establish the great general principle in God’s judicial ad-
ministration, that responsibility is according to privilege:
But there are two things to be learned from them, ‘which
are directly and decisively to our-purpose. The first is,
that the law which the Jews had, and the Gentiles had
not, is the law given by Moses; and consequently, that
the distinction usually made, in explaining the word « law”
as on different occasions used by the apostle, between the
moral law and the ceremonial, is not an arbitrary but a
fair and legitimate one: for, that it is of the moral and
not of the ceremonial precepts of Moses that Paul here
speaks, it would be a waste of words, and an insult to your
understandirigs, to set about proving; and yet in his argu-
ment, without adverting to the eeremonial institutes at all,
he calls those preceptssimply < the law.” The second is,
that the dictates of the divine will, in natural conscience,
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(except in as far as they are perverted by circumstances of
temptation, operating upon the various forms of corruption)
are the same as the dictates of his will in the written law,
On no principle but this, is it possible to understand the
aflirmation, that when the Gentiles < do by nature things
contained in.the law,” they «show the work of the law
written in their hearts.” They were, in fact, then, under
the same law; only they had it not in its written form :
they had it with the obscurity and imperfection of natural
reason, compared with the clearness and fulness of direct
divine revelation. But still it was the same law. This
much the apostle most explicitly intimates. It was the
same law, then, which was written on the heart of man
ariginally ; of which the dictates, more or less partial and
ocorrupted, remain in the conscience of man still; which
was promulgated by Jehovah to Israel, in its complete
uncorrupted form, and with full attestation of its author-
ity ; which, having been originally written on the heart,
was then recorded in stone; and which, under a later and
more spiritusl economy, was again, as we have seen, to be
transferred from the stone to the heart. The truth is,
that in all ages and countries, and under every dispensa-
tion of divine discovery, the law of God, as the rule of
moral duty to man, must, of necessity, be the same;
mbject, it may be, under the divine prescription, to
such occasional and temporary modifications as do not
encroach upon its great principles, but essentially without
change. The law which was given at Sinai, had been
the law from the beginning, and shall be the law unto the
end. Christ and Moses, as we shall see more fully im-
mediately, are in this respect one.
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It has, to may mind, mnch the.appearance of :quirk end
evasion to allege,~and yet it has been:allegediwith dil
sericusness by men of sonnd judgment and acntediscrine-
inagion,—that it is not as given o the Jews that. the. pre-
cepta of the Mosaic- law aze binding:upen Chifistisns.
This is very true;:but it :is. 8. mexe uismy it hik-she
sound of an srgument, but wo. more.. Fer,rto: what!dses
it ameunt? Only to this; that it is mot as” giwen 40 one
man, that 8 command is binding upan snother.. 1 Thislaw
of God is not obligatory upen you, when. comsidened s
enjoined upon me. As given to.the Jews, it was, of course;
binding upon the. Jews .only.... This is oo self-ewident to
be worthy of formal statement. The sole questiom:ought
to be, whether the ten commandmentss, uttered fxoth; Sinai
by the voice of God, and by his finger written orthe tables
of stone, do, or do not, contain a summary off the leading
articles -of moral duty.. M they do, they: weve -binding
before, they have. been. hinding since, and they must he
binding. to the end. They have never been binding, how
ever, either before or sinee, because they weregiven 4o
the Jews ; but they were given to the Jews, hecduse shey
were the principles, universally and perpetuallyiehligs-
tory, of moral rectitude. ot g, ot

The idea of the ten commandments. containing sach.s
summary, has been treated by the writer fermenly ad-
verted to, and by some others, with a sareasti ridicnle,
which might, perhaps, have been as wisely spared, .'We
have already seen how flimsy the foundation. is, £fex .the
theory of that writer, by which the pre-eminenca. of these
precepts above others ig resolved into a mere contingemey.
Had the principle of that theory been correet, it would
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bave followed; tline: sy other ten of the précepts of the
Mostio-lw; -did we ouly 'suppose, them to have been
vitered fivss, sthat is,'to have preceded the alleged inter-
ruption of ¢l ‘divine:-voice by the fears of the people,
woulil have answered the same end, and would have suited
oqually well for being committed te the tables of stone,
and dembminated, ¥ tho words of the covenant.” Butwe
are: instantly end"strongly sensible that this is as far as
poweiblé fromy boing the case.’ T1i point of fact, these ten
contnexridments Bdve been 'abmost wniversally allowed to
ocentain ‘@ .cvmprehensive syllabus of principles; of the
grout -articlos of religions and moral duty; daty to God,
sk idusy tomen, And not, I 'am satisfied; without more
thair pluniblo remson. : Let us' glance at them for a mo-
méats IThe foririer” of she - two 'tables (ak we are adéns-
woniued! toi ‘divide : shem ) eontains four precepts, whidh
regainte sur-duty to God. *~ Of these, the first enjoiris the
wiclicsive appropriation of. religivus veneration,’ homujge,
wid hervien; o the ome God: thé ‘second preseribes the
spivfeuabity of the divine worship, assuming the spirituality
efiity-tbjoet, -as incipable of beitig represented by any
entetienl dimilisude : ‘the third commands the sacredness'of
the name of Jehovah, and of every thing with which that
naing- is wisodiated : ‘and the fourth ordains the constdncy
aind rigulivity of God's werslilp, and of the solemn ¢om-
wnemération: of the deitigs of ‘his hands. Now these pre-
©effts dre enquestionably most comprehensive. ¥ we
“woravip and sérve the one God only; if we worship and
werve him socording to his spiritual nature ; if we hold in
Trabitonl wnd prectical reverence his name and character;
wmyd if we 'bear in constant devous remembrance and com-
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memoration the wonders of his wisdom, power; and good-
ness,—there will be little deficient in either our inward
feelings, or our outward duties, to our Maker.——And the
second table is hardly less comprehensive in its arrange-
ment and general principles, as a manual of our duties to
one another. It begins with the first of earthly relations,
and the obligations arising out of it, as the foundation and
origin of all the rest, and the germ and pattern of the
duties belonging respectively to them: then follow, con-
secutively, the ordained sacredness of life, of chastity, of
property, of reputation, and of every thing pertaining to our
neighbour; the last commandment, at the same time, in-
timating, a8 a kind of key to the rest, that they were all
to be interpreted as the laws of him who ¢ searches the
reins and hearts,” and as regulating- the thoughts snd
desires, as well as the words and actions. ' Now, surely,
if we are duly regardful, in thought, in word, and in
deed, of our neighbour’s life, of his purity, of his property,
of his character, and of every thing that pertains to him,
never wishing him evil, never grudging him good ;—he
will have little cause to complain of any thing wanting,
either in the frame of our mind, or in the course of our
eonduct.—The two tables of stone, with the law of the ten
commandments graven upon them, were, by divine direo-
tion, to be deposited in the ark, or little chest of shittim-
wood, overlaid with gold, ordered to be made for ita
reception ; and the ark, thus containing «the testimony,”
and thence called * the ark of the testimony,” was to be
the resting-place of the mercy-seat, between the cheruhim,
from which Jehovah wis graciously to commune with his
people, through their priestly representative, The merey-
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seat was & beautiful type of Christ, through whom' if is
that Jehovah is propitious to sinners; and the circum-
stance of the mercy-seat being placed upon the ark of the
testimony, was strikingly significant of the consistency of
the grace of the gospel with the ¢laims of the law,—of the
exercise of mercy through the blood of the covenant with
the unabated demands of legal righteousness. And this
view of the typical arrangement of the Holy of Holies,
may itself serve as an additional proof of the comprehen-
siveness of the law of the two tables.

There are, it may be observed, two summaries of the
divine law ef moral duty. There is a summary, consisting
of its great comprehensive spiritual principles ; and there
is & summary of leading articles of practical virtue, or out-
lines of the influence of these great principles upon the
conduct. .

-. The first of these two summaries may be found as it
came from the lips of the Redeemer himself, in Matth.
xxii. 34—40. “ But whea the Pharisees had heard that
he had put the Sudducees to silence, they were gathered
together. Then one of them, which was a lawyer, asked
hinr a question, tempting him, and saying, Master, which
is the great commandment in the law?. Jesus said unto
him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. - This is the
first and great commandment. And the second is like
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On
these two commandments hang all the law and the pro-
phets.”—~The. second summary is the one on which we
have just been commenting,—contained in the ten com-
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It is farther worthy of observation, that, betwopn these
two summaries, there is a beantiful correspondegce.. The
four precepts of the first table of the law are the practissl
counterpart of the first of the two great principles, the Jove
of God :—the six precepts of the second table ars, i like
manner, the practical counterpart of the second of. these
principles, the love of our neighbour. And ghe ,yery
manner in which the comprehensiveness of love is. aemer
times illustrated in the New Testament, seems to. ghow,
that the law of the two tables was regarded by the
apostles as still the summary of its duties, and as. still
binding on the people of God. How strikingly ia this the
case in Rom. xiii. 8—10. “ Owe no man any thing, bt
to love one another: for he that loveth another hath fgl-
filled the law. For this, Thou shalt not commit adpltery,
Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt; net
bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if there he
any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended.iin
this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as
thyself. Love worketh no ill to his neighbour : therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law.” Here are five out of the
six precepts of the second table of the Decalogue (and we
have the sixth elsewhere, Eph. vi. 1—3.) adduced sa.the
practical detail of the Christian law of  love to cur nejgh-
bour. Had the apostle been speaking of love to Gad,
have not we in this an evidence, that he would have cited
the four precepts of the first table as fulfilled in that higher.
principle? And is this the language of one who regarded
the obligation of these precepts as having ceased? Ket
it be remembered, that both the two summaries, which we
have mentioned, belonged to the law as given by Moses;
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and‘there is just as wmuch authority for saying, that the
obligation’ of love: tv'God ad love'to our neighboui has
cidsol, us Yor saying, that the obligation of thé teri com-
midvditénts- hl med. If the' twoarestlll bmdmg,so
arethe tem, -

I’ ridiculing this comprehenswe pnncnple of interpre-
tation, “Mr. Hallet avails himself especially of the fifth
comntantment ; ‘and, ‘it must be confessed, with no little
appearaice of reason.——¢ It seems very surprising to ine,”
sxys he, ““to hear wise and learnéd men tdlk as if the fifth
contimgndment reqaired all the duties that are incumbent
on' nyeit- in the various relations of life. ¢ Honour thy father
amtf mothér’ isas plain an expression as any expression in
a IaWw o general usenéeds tobe.  But how dark have men
mide'it;'when they hmve interpreted it as meaning, Honour
the king; the ‘priest, tind othier éuperiors! Who would
hatve ‘stispectéd, that in & ldw delivered for the use of
ebildren; the words father and mother should mean king,
priest; prophet, &c.? ‘But, supposing it possible to inter-
pret-fathér aiid mother: of all superiors, is it not still
mére” surprising to hear them interpreted’ as signifying
oftall; ‘und- even inferiors? ' Is‘it not strange, that < Hon-
ont 'ty Phther and mother’ should be & command to parents

to'editcate their children in the fear df God, and to brothers
andl sistérs to love one another ?”——1was once very much
intlinkd to join with Mr. Hallet in ¢onsidering this as an
arbitrafy dnd extravagant principle of interpretation :—
but, although I am not even yet prepared to vindicate, in
ol their extent, the terms of explanation used by the West-
minster divines, yet the following remarks may at least
show; that there is less of arbitrary extravagance in their

D
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interpretation, and less ground, consequently, for the ridi-
cule thrown upon it, than might at first view appear, .. -
1. We have authority,—the very highest authqxity,for
adopting a principle of interpretation which includes.mere
than is directly expressed by the precise letter of, the.law,
So that, in the mere circumstance of exceeding. the ptrictly
literal meaning, we are not chargeable with. what ip in
itself illegitimate and unanthorized. . Thus. eur. Lepd,
in the sermon on the mount, explains. the .sixth , pem-
mandment, « Thou shalt not kill,” as pxohibitory, net
merely of the act.of murder, but of the inward passion of
causeless or excessive anger, and of the words of contume-
lions reviling ; and no terms can be moye correctly expmm
sive of the latitude of interpretation thus justifiad, thm
those of the Westminster divines, when thpy rqepresest
the sixth commandment as forbidding, not only the takisg
away oflife, but “ whatsoever tendeth thereunto.” Theggeventh
commandment, in like manner, ¢ Thou shalt not eommit.ednl-
tery,” is, according to this divine interpreter, violated by
every lascivious look, by every unchaste desire. Theseand
other parts of that discourse contain a distinct waxranh for
extending the principle of interpretation beyoud the sirsple
letter of the precept. And it is sufficiently svident, shat
our Lord is not there to be understood as.putting upon)the
law a new interpretation of his own, but only as afsrthing
its original and legitimate meaning, in opposition te-the
partial, corrupt, anti-spiritual glosses of the Jowish. ex-
pounders. Cbe
2. It is certainly deserving of notice, how appropriately
the second table beging. It is with the duties we owe &
parents. These follow immediately after our duties o
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God have been disposed of ;—parents being the first of all
fellow-creatures to whom, after God, we owe love, honour,
and bbedience. ' And the law of the two tables being ne-
cexenrily, (from its nature, as a brief abstract,) restricted
to ledding principles, this precept may be fairly nssumed
to indply 'thore: than it dlrectly expresses.

-8, The hedrt that is in a right state in regard to this
firnt-dnd Fighest of earthly obligations, may be justly said
to have in it what'I may call 4 gerniinating principle of all
the -other relative duties. - Not only does the veéry struc-
ture- of ‘the precept assume the authority of parents, and
implicitly presuppose duties on their part to their children;
But the very folfilment, in a right inanner, of the duties of
chiildreh prepares and fits for the subseqnent discharge of
the-duties of parents. They who, from principle and af-
fovsion, Bave truly honouted thefr father and mother, will
love, snd ‘cherish, and protect, and do good to, their own
childrén. : The one set of duties are an excellent prepata-
tive for' the ‘ofier. He who knows experimentally the
heart-of b ckild will be able, even in the exercise of pa-
rehtial amMority itself, to apply the golden rule—« What-

soever Yo would that ien should do te you, do yealso to
thém 'Iikiewise.”—A Yight state of feeling, too, towards
pdretity): amongut the members of the same family, will
infullibly be wocompanied with a right state of feeling to-
wirds eme another. It can hardly be, that brothers and
sisters should have the same congenial sentiments towards
the objects of their common affection, and yet hate, de-
spise and ill-treat one another.
4. In this first of earthly relations, the general principles
o awthority and submission may be properly considered sa
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comprehended. It is natural that tkis relation, being the
foundation and origin of all others, should, in a brief sam-
mary, where it was neither intended nor possible to enter
into minute specification, should be selected for this par-
pose. When the mind is properly trained to filisl sub-
ordination, it is prepared for legitimate subordination of
all other kinds; and the duly principled exercise of par-
ental authority will fit for every other description of di-
vinely instituted rule. The precept thns -contains, as I
have said, a germinating principle ; so that the heart that
is truly, and on proper grounds, right here, will not be far
wrong in any of the other relations of life. The nurbery
is the elementary training school for them all.

5. These general remarks seem to receive countenance
and confirmation from the very frequent analogioal fefer-
ence to this relation, in speaking of the nature and cldims
of others Thus, of superiors in age it is said—<¢ Rebuke
not an old man, but entreat him as a father:”—Prinoes
of peculiarly excellent and patriotic character are the
fathers of their. people :—Men. of éminent usefulness and
high estimation in the church are, on the samé prinitiple,
fathers—« My’ father, ‘my father!” exclaimed Ehisha
to the departing Elijah—* the chariots of Israel, atid the
horsemen thereof :”—thus too, servants regard and’ ad-
dress kind and affectionate mastérs—2 Kings v. 18 ¢—the
pupils of the prophets were, in old times, demominated
their sons :—and the converts of a minister of Christ ave,
in the phraseology of the New Testament, his spirithal
children—¢« Thongh ye have ten thousand instractors ‘in
Christ, yet have ye not mary fathers ; for in Chirist Jesus
I have begott.gn you through the gospel.” ’

[



On such grounds as these, the comprehensive principle
of interpretation may, to a considerable extent, be vindi-
cated, and rescued frem harsh censure and hasty ridicule,
Toe mnch may have been represented as actually included
and divectly inculcated in the precept: but, as one of a
few leading principles, intended to bring the moral duties
within the limits of a very brief statement, and by their
influence to train and discipline the mind for all the more
minute details, it will be found, in the place which it oc-
cupies, to bear the marks of divine wisdom.

There is a declaration of our Lord, in his sermon on
the mount, which bears directly on the subject before us
of the continued obligation of the moral law, and which
must not be passed without due notice. He says, Matth.
v. 17, 18, ¢ Think not that I am come to destroy the law
or the prophets: I am not come te destroy, but to fulfil.
For verily I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one
Jjot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all
be fulfilled.” In the connexion in which these words
stand, they appear to me conclusive of the present ques-
tion. Let us seriously attend to them.

The general sentiment of the words appears to be, that
there was a perfect harmony between what the Messiah
had come. to accomplish, and all that had gone before ;
that there was no contradiction, no incongruity. The re-
mark applies to the whole of the preceding revelation.
Of that revelation no part whatever was to be frustrated,
or made void, by his coming and work. All, on the con-
trary, instead of being ¢ destroyed,” or subverted, was to
be <« fulfilled,” ar ratified ;—every part, according to its
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peculiar natuve and -emd. -Every declaration of God
should:be proved true; every predictiew: shotdd -find'its
adeomplishment ;- every-premise, and every' threatesiing
should- be! verified ; every type should meet with: itwiver-
respording: reality, every shadow find.its ‘substenes, évery
institution its: appropriste objept ; and thé whole 'of the
ancient revelatien - should have iits divine'anthorRy estib:
lished,:andishould contimue in'fall force, ws ait: ititegil
part of- the commumications  of -God's xarvd and - wilk s
men, retaining¢o the 'end; 1h conjunctioh with she New
Testament, the character given of it by the apowtle)iin
opposition to all- that is apocryphal and humare.ii6 Froin
a: child- thou- hast known the Holy: Scriptures, whieh s
able t0 make thee wise unto salvation, througlifulth whith
is im Christ: Jesus. - All Scripture iz gives:by insphrstion
of God, and is: prefitable for deotrine, for weproof, Fordors
rection;: and for instruckion im righteousmess'; thutlieke
man. of God may:be pewfeet, theroughly farmished wmité
every geod work,”-« 2 Tim; fiiv 1517, 1t v cenrenntiv

It is with «the law,” not with « the prophets,” - wé
haxe at: present :to .do. - Respecting it Jesus: affirwiis, st
he came not to destroy, bat to fulfil;—and ve fulfl,|ever'to
the: minutest. ¢ jot or tittle,” - Now, there is oné' part\sf
the law, to which, at first view, ¢his- deelaration may dp
pear hardly applieable; that part, I meedn; which is useilly
called the ceremonial law. . Was net-thé whele wystens; it
will naturally be asked, of thas typical-and shadeiwy rites
to be ¢ dome away in Christ,”-te be finally: und forever
set aside-? I answery mestiassurediy. .. At the time wheh
our Lord uttered the words;.is had « waxed 'old, and was
ready to vanish away."~ The-entire Jewish diépensation
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was) abous to he sbregated, and to give plase to a.new,
more spiritual, and pevsnanent state of things.—But, teme
a6 thia, is, there.is an important sense, in which even the
coremeninl Jaw. didinot fail, , Thet -canmet, with any pre-
puiety, be:said.to fail, whisk fully snswess every.cnd.pro-
‘]med.inﬁtub.y himwho .Mnﬁlit.- Such rwas.thaease
Moz, By. the coming,and weuls of Jesus, she end on-de-
siga.of, the ancieis: ritanl was, made distinctly manifews ;
and it, wae mpde manifest by being fullilled. Every part
of.it smained itsi ohject. Not:one. ot er tistle ould-be
s#id, fin ,ghis. respdct; to fails . Not.the: mest minute ité,
SRvifcumstance of, & rite, in the entire sydtem of ceremp-
Bigl abservance, :failed ‘of thating . its ‘mvesning explained
M-itﬂypunpﬂemecnm;ﬂhhd.mln this way the divike
anthoityof, that system was. estahlished, .t wad shown
taheof God, and.in every part of it te-be worthy of its
Anthon Lt excellence lay, not in itself, but.in.its: re-
Saranes.to what it prefigared,.—iw its end, and in ita appoe-
Priateness to that end. JIm itself, it consisted of weak and
bheggatly elementy ; but still they were- the elements of
Whst wae transoedently exeellint ad glorieus. - In iteelf,
“ig-had we glery by resson -of the glory that excelleth ;”
but-of, thet very glory i¥’might be traly-said to-have par-
taken, inasmuwch.es it ctntained its emblematical represes-
tations~~the' symbéolics! pre-intimasions of  that which
wagto.come. - This:pait, df the law, them, had its falil-
ment. ; Jis. end, wan. muwmd joand s &vinelyperfeet
waptaticn to thatend was madé beautifully apparens. It
was, <. the bifinging iniiofia-better hope ;” ‘and theifall re-
velation of that better Jiope-fave honomr and'lustre te
that whigh  represgnted isad.introduced it. The ceremeo-
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nial law was never go trily « magnified and made honoar-
able,” as when it was fulfilled and set sside. When s the
Sun of righteousness ” arose, he shed back a brilliasdt Mgkt
on all that had gone before, illuminating its obdedrity, snd
imparting to it a glory usen till then.—Thus, {t wik fir
from being sny part of the.design of Christ's thisefoti ‘sind
work to do dishonour to any. one of the previous institu-
tions of God. 'On the contrary, every divine end, in evéry
divine ordinance, was clearly shown and fully answiéred;
“ not one jot or tittle failed ; all was fulfilled.” ~ '

From the comnexion, however, in which our Lmilfs
words stand, it will hardly admit of question, that he has
a special reference in them to the moral rather than the
ceremonial law. Al that follows, containing explanatiins
and comments on precepts strictly moral, is an evidenob of
this :—and the two immediately subsequent verses appesr
peculiarly decisive of it: verses 19, 20, « Whosoever,
therefore, shall break one of the least of these command-
ments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in
the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach
them, the same shall be called great in the kingdoni of
heaven. For I say unto you, that except your righteots-
ness shall exceed the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven.”—Is it not very clear from these words, that‘the
commandments of which the Saviour speaks are command-
ments which were to continue in force in « the kingdom
of heaven,” or the New Testament church ? If not, how
could the breach and the non-inculcation of them on the
one hand, and the observance and teaching of them on the
other, be the standard of estimation and honour in that
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kingdom 7 .Now we know, both. from the anthority of
the diving word, and from corresponding fact, that this is
ng$ the case; with the institutions of the ceremanial law ;
»—and neither is it the case with the peculiar civil polity
of the Jewa:, Of what commandments, then, ean our
Lord be conoeived to speak, if not of the precepta. of the
mgral law ?-~To supposg him to speak of the ceremonial
law, and to affirm, that the man should be of no repute in
the kingdom gf heaven, who himself neglected and taught
others to neglect;, even the loast of the outward and typi-
cal ingtitutes of : Judsism, wapld be at utter variance with
the eptire character. of the divine scheme,—at variance
with both Judaism and Christianity,—with the temporary
and preparatory nafure of the one, and with the spiritua-
lity,, upiversality,. and permanence of the other. And no
less inconsistent would it be, to apply his werds to the
institntes of the Jewish civil law ; these having been de-
qi‘pgd,for, thd, nation of. Israel, and having no possible
place under the new constitution of the church of God.
Nothipg remaing, therefore, to which his words can be
spplied, but the meoral law ;—that law, of which, accord-
ingly, he immediptely proceeds to correct the misinter-
pretations and abpses, and to.affirm, in opposition to these
the spirituglity and extensiveness, in all its requirementa.
..He game, then, nat to subvert, but to fulfil and ratify,
the, moral lgw : and ] need not say, when the connexion
of his words is considered, that I mean the moral law, as
givemn. to Lirael. . He was to fulfl and ratify it, as well as
the ceremonial ; but in a different way, a way that ac-
carded, as in the other case, with its nature and end. The
end of the ceremonial law did not admit of its being per-.
D2



manent ; the end -of the moral law did net.admis of .its
being temperary.. The eeremoninl’ law enswered: its end,
when it had introduced the new: spiritual' dispensations
its sacrifices ‘being superseded by that of Cheist, and its
« diverse washings”" by the < ministration of the Spirit.”
But the moral law: has- for its end the regulation of the
heart and -eonduct of men: and, that being:a permanent
end, the rule is permament. for its: consintled attairvmeat,
The - ceremonial law did not fil, altheugh: it cossed. - ity
cessation ‘was met its-failure ; for before it ceased s had
served.its purpese; ' Bnt:with regard to.the moral law,
ocessation would be failure. .- kts .end would, to a great ex-
teat, be frustrated ; -its purpese cut.off in the midst. . Thut
purpose remains te be answered; so.long: as there reruaiis
an acoountable agent.on earth, of. whose -character: it is
designed as the director and the test.! .. 1+, o e

- .In considering therefore, a: little; in what mannerithe
moral law was ratified, fulfilled, prevented from -failing,
by the work of Christ; we: may find farther evidenece -of
its permanent obltgution. In:illustration of this, det me
remark.o. . e [ERPTICINRTI N UL
. 1. In the. ﬁnt place, Mthehghestholourwuplt
upon the law by Ais.own perfeat: obedience ¢o il its protepis.
~—The law of God had beew fearfully dishonourelliby .the
disobadience and rebellion: of vmen. ., It-had ‘been disre-
gaxded ; it had -been tramplod-undert foot. In:the hearts
of the. vast majority its; principles had no:place, nor s
precepts in the praetive of their lives.” And even:inithe
best of men,—the best of those who had been renewed by
the* Spirit of God,~~there was.not one that presented &
genuine and faithful. transeript of its boly requirements.



But in the heart of “he inan Christ- Jesus,” the leading
principlesy of-leve 40! God amd leve' to man, im which, we
hawe seen; it it summed mp, were sinlessly perfect,—per-
fect,in degder, perfect: in exercise. Theve was no defi-
tienoy; ne: deviationy<—not in -ene- theught:or word; or
beokj: or-nstien. .+ Every chord -of that heart was in perfoct
upisen 1 - Every: step of that life was on the centre-lme of
holy virtus. . The pureeye of Omniscience, tm: the stzict-
edt scrmtiny, discerwéd nothing there but whatit delightéd
to:behold.: ‘Fhe chatacter was a full display. of what the
divine lsw zoquired;s-s display, such ws never had been
acen:on: earth; since paradise was loat. - It  magnified
@nil made it: hanournble.” - When you lock at this < man
~@hmiss Jesunl’ - holy;- harmless, undefiled, separate from
sinmers;" you see « ‘perfoct’ combinution of every. exoel-
Jence: and yet, what ‘more ‘was this than a living exem-
plification'sof :the 'divins law? * Never was snch honour
put apomit’; mever was ite excellenee s0 gloriously shown,
‘s ‘when, in the obedience of the Sonof God; it met-with
<4ts ell-peifevt counterpart,——as when ‘He said, and fulfil-
led the saying, “ Lo I come,—I delight to do thy will, O
my Ged s yea; thydaw is within my heart."—The bearing
af \this on Our presest subjeet we shall see immediately.
nt12..He verified  his declaration, in‘ the second place, by
-ensiaring.dhe.law's penal sawclion ;—bearing what was due
for s visladion..wThat hisisufferings and-death amounted
#0 this,~-that they Were substitutionally penal,.and an ex-
deanstion -of the law's:curse, is affirmed in many parts of
Mckipture:. 4.As.many ae ate of the works of the law,”
says: - Paul, Gal. iii. 16y:18, « are-under the curse—for it
is wristen, :Cursed is:every:one that continueth not in ajl
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things written-in the-book of the law to do themu Cherigt
hath' redeemed us from she corse ‘of the law, being mdde
a curse for us.”- All the safferings whick Christ eatduied,
together with the' accursed death in whicli they' terthiny
ated, were in falfilment of ‘the denunciations 4f the law
against ‘tranegression.  Its sanction was as sure, ‘b its
precepts were righteous. 'The curse had divirie amthority
in it, ue- wdll as the commandments. I€-thle latter doiiot
find their fulfilment, -the former must find its exbeution
The eommandment being violated, the curss is incxirreds
and somewhere or other it must aliglit,—ow she sinner; or
on the substitute. Its vials of wrath mest be pourediont:
The law would otherwise be dishonoured ; and thig anthes
rity and glory of the Lawgiver oompromised and. tan
nished. Jesus  magnified the law,” by giving a:public
manifestation of the impossibility of its being transgressed
with impunity. The law was covered with glory, whea
its fearful sanction was owmed, and vindicated, ahd ems
dured, by such a Mediator! Its excellenee as a rule of
character having been manifested in his sinless life, the
righteousness both of its requirements and of its' pemalty
‘was attested and recorded for ever in his atoning death.
Now, surely the law under which Christ-was muade,
‘which he perfectly obeyed, whose sanction he endured,
from whose curse he delivers, was not a law of merely
partial ‘and temporary obligation ; eonfined to the Jews,
and to the period of their peculiar economy. If it was,
then his atonement could not extend beyond the limits
of the'law’s obligation. It must have been confined to
those who were under that law. This appears an ine
vitable consequence. The curse, from which Christ is
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epresented as having delivered those who were under it
'y..becoming a curse fer them, was the curse pronounced
1y thelaw of Moses. . .It was that law which said, on the
me hend, « The. man thas-doeth these things ahall live by
hean ;”:and, on.the other, « Cursed is every one that con-
irmeth not. all the wards of this. law,”——ar, in the apos-
lels. etpuivalent terms,  who eontinueth not in all things
written in the book of the law to do.them.” This, then,
s tho curse from- which Christ saves, . .But if the Jews
mly were under thas law, the Jews enly could be under
ta. curpe :—and if the Jews .only were under the curse,
he Jews only could be redeemed from the curse. The
ww- of Moses, therefore, must be regarded as, in its moral
rinciples and requirements, the law of mankind ; inclnd-
g under its obligation, and its sanction, men of all coun-
ries, and of all generations. If we would not restrict the
bemiement and the deliverance, we must not restrict the
w. - When the apostle repeatedly affirms that “hy the
veds of the law 5o flesh living shall be justified,” he is,
rithout question, speaking of the law as given by Moses.
but if that law was exclusively Jewish, then «no flesh
ving” besides the.Jews were under it; and it was very
aip to say that they could not be justified by it, seeing they
omld not be condemned by it. Their condemnation must
ave been on the ground of another law. But of no other
wv is Christ represented as bearing the curse ; and there-
we there can be no provision made by his propitiatory
oath for their deliverance.

3. In the third place, Jesus honoured and established the

aw by his spéritual interpretation of its meaning. Men
mve naturally a great aversion to the hold which the law
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takes of the heart. 'They cannet bearits: spirituality, ‘Ini
fluenced by this dislike, the: Jewish interpreters prut-upon
its precepts many false glosses, corresponding with' sheir
earnal, worldly desires. They. limited &nd -ewplained
away whatever was most offensive; and -nosomimodited
the law to the likings of fallen nature. This systes of
misinterpretation and perversion, vur divine Mastél; in this
sermon on the mount, sets himself to oppeése.  ¥e ivalot,
as' we have already hinted, to be understood ex'putsing s
new construetion 'of his own upon -anciént' précepes,. se-
commodating therh, by a spiritual interpretation, 'to. New
Testament times. Even were this supposed te be the case,
it would be far from lessening the foree of our argumant.
It would rather, indeed, increase it.., - For why inredtice
this spiritual commentary on the law, ds the sense int‘whieh
it was to be understood in his own kingdom, unless inphat
kingdom it was to continue in foree ? ‘- But we dpprehend
it was not so. He rather-asserts the primitive measing
of the commandments—their origmal and’ permamnem
import. They were always spiritual. The: laws of tiw
Searcher of hearts could never be otherwise: Fhey aiwiys
required the regulating of the thoughts-and desires infeon-
formity with their principles, as well ais-of -the wordedad
actions. Christ does not, as many: beém 'to- imagine, -
prove upon Moses:—he explaitis and ' enforves the true
sense of the law, as given by Moses, when'vhcorvupted
by Jewish glosses and traditions. ' In this way, too, e
 magnified and made it honourable.” - Tts: glory-cotisists
in its spirituality. By a contrary style -of interpretation,
it was dishonoured and degraded. Awd, so far ffom cen
curring in those comments, by whick divine precepts weré

.
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reduced, and modified, and destroyed, Jesus set himself
aguinst:them ; asserting-the glory and the entire and per-
manent: obligation of the law, in the full spiritual amount
of every one of its requirements. Instead of making veid
the law;, he thus showed himself jealous of every encroach-
ment, and of every corruption, and determined to maintain
its: unsullied :purity and heart-searching perfection.

.. Juet sbly candid person read thoee parts of the sermon
on.4he.mount, which.contain our Lord’s commexts on the
law, sad try if ‘he can persuade himself that those pre-
oepts, of which, with divine dignity, he reprehends the
pexversion- and affirms the spiritual and comprehensive
impors, were precepts of a law which, after all his solici-
tude and pains to expound and settle ite meaning, he had
hissself come. to set aside, and of which the partial and
temporary obligation was immediately, and for ever, to
ocase d ;- Can be imagine, while he reads, that the inger-
presation relates to past time only? Can he conesive, that
when. the Divine Speaker, himself possessing all the
suthority of legislation, afier stating the misinterpretation,
subjoins his own solemn dictate, ¢ But I say unto you"—
¢ but I say unto you,”—he has no reference to future obli-
gation, but is speaking of a rule which, at the very time,
was oi the point of abrogation ? For example ;—when hé
says, . Ye have heard that it hath been said by them of
old gime, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine
ememy; but I say unto you, Love your enemies’—it is
needless, surely, to remind the reader that ¢ Thou shalt
love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy” was not the
law of Moses. The precept, « Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bour,” never involved in it a permission to hate an enemy.
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It was, on the contrary, the exprees requisition of that
law— If thou meet thine enemy’s ox, or his ass, going
astray, thou shalt surely bring it back to him again, .}
thou seest the ass of him that hateth thee lying under his
burden, and wouldst forbear to help him, thou shalt surely
help with him.” Exod. xxiii. 4, 5. And when, in ayswer
to the question, “ Who is my neighbour?” Jesus delivered
the parable of the good Samaritan, he inculcated on him
who asked, the question, and on the Jewish people, pe
new principle or precept of his own, but what the law of
love, as given by Moses, had all along required. Surely,
then, nothing can be more unreasonable, than to, suppose,
that when, in the sermon on the mount, he ¢spake as e
having authority,” he merely explained a law, the pexiod
of whose obligation was nearly past, without at all ingend-
ing to lay down any rule for the future! And if he did
intend to lay down a rule for the future, what is that rule
but the law of Moses spiritually interpreted ,—that is, ing
terpreted in its original and divine meaning? ,, , .

. I do not mean to say, that the spiritual interpretation
even of a law that had ceased, or was about to ceasge, wauld
not have been doing honour to the law, and to. the law-
giver. It would have been both. The ;:eremomgl law
was honoured, by having its true mature and design
pointed out, although it was to.cease; and so, even on the
supposition of its temporary obligation, would the moral
law have been honoured, by the authoritative declars-
tion of what the Divine Lawgiver intended it to be, during
the limited period of its continuance. But the King of
Zion goes farther than this. -The law which he spiritually
interprets he establishes, for perpetuity, as thg law of his
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éwn king@om. The whele of his language intimates this,
wiid edpecially that in the nineteenth verse—¢ Whosoever,
therefore, shall break one of the least of these command-
ments, and shall teach men so, the same shall, in the king-
dot of heaven, be called the least; but whosoever shall
do and teach them, the same shall, in the kingdom of
hedven, be called great.” I am at a loss, I repeat, for a
principle of explanation to these words, if « in the king-
dam of heaven,” or under his own mediatorial reign, the
commandments of which he speaks were not to remain in
force, but were only to be regarded as remnants of the
past, as Jewish antiquities, as the enactments of a divine,
indeed, but abrogated dispensation. ’

To these considerations I might add, that Jesus hon-
oured and established the law, in his recommending and
enforcing obedience to its precepts by new and powerful
motives,—even all the motives of the light and love of
God contained in his gospel :—and in the communications
of his Holy Spirit, for the express purpose of bringing
ginners, through the discoveries of that gospel, into con-
formity with its requirements. But, on these topics, I
shall not insist, as they open too wide and general a field,
and are not o directly connected with the present argu-
ment.—This much, however, I may further say,—that the
nature of the connexion between the law and the gospel is
such, as to afford the very strongest presumptive evidence,
that the former, as well as the latter, is universal and per-
manent. First of all, then, it is the law that necessitates
the gospel. It is because the law has been broken,—
broken in the very spirit and essence of all its require-
ments, by the alienation of man’s heart from God,—that



the grace. of the gospel has become necessary: The breach
of the law has given rise to the préssing exigemoy.in ithe
condition of man, which the mediation. of Chaiss- vraa:de-
signed to provide for. The. law itself, as -given. by Ged,
i8, never represented as “unte death,” but #unte life.’
was “ ardained unto life;” and its language ever hus been,
and ever must be—¢ This. do, and.thou shals.live,” {.Bas,
in regard to the purpose of .obtaining life, it was ‘ofiold,
and it is still, « weak through the flesh,”-—perfectly.compe-
tent to the end in -itself, but imcompetent shrough. the
depravity of man. ¢ If there had been a law. given,” says
" Paul, Gal. iii. 21, « which could have . given. life, - verily
righteousness should have been by the -law :"—thas: is,
if the law of God had been such as that mam,. .the.subjest
of depravity, could have rendered to it the obedien¢e whish
it requires ; or if that law had contained in it amy.ywovi
sion of pardon for disobedience; then justification, et
acceptance with God, should have been on the greundrof
that law. But all men being;, in spirit and practice, trams-
gressors, this is out of the question. Righteousness enn-
not come by the law. ¢ The commandment, which: wes
ordained to life, is found,” by the conscious sinner, ¢ to be
unto death,” He feels the necessity of grace, and. is shut
up to Christ « s the end of the law for righteonsness;to
every one that believeth.”. «.For (what the law could net
do, in that it was weak through the flesh) God, sending
his own Son in the likeness of ginful flesh, and for sin, hath
condemned sin in the flesh; that the righteousness. of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh,
but after the spixit.” Rom. viii. 3, 4. Of what law .is it
that the apostle, in these and many other similar pagsages,
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speaks’?- It mustbe of a law that wus on inspired record ;
@ written: low. - Bat-theve 'was no written law, no law on
inspired reesnd, exoept the Momaic, - Are we, then, to'sup-
pose; that in his argament: respecting the necessity of the
giace f the' gospel, the upestle draws his conclusions from
a lxw that 'wes binding upen the Jews alone, and ‘of which
the’lobligation ' lasted no-longer than till the close'of the
old'wad semporary dispossstion? - If we do suppose-this,
then wrust: hiv-eonclusiotis be-limited. The exigency of
the cane; arising fram the transgression of the law, could
exint, as we: formerly noticed; only us to those who ware
" uiidew the law. ‘And if we are ealled to demonstrate the
necasdty of the grace of the gospel .now, where are we to
talwy \our stand 7 Where are 'we to find our demonstrative
tést'? “We have ne divinely delivered and authentieated
lswgfrom. the principles and- precepts of'' which we can .
deduve éurcomalusion ; for the only 'such law that existed
before the goepel ‘never, it seems, comprehended  under-its
sametivn miore than one people; and, having passed away
with the ebrogated institutions of that people, now comr+
prehetidsinone whatever of the human race!” We have
p¥ stand, them, in framing eur demonstration, but what we
ol the Jaw of mature ;- or, the imtimations of the divine
will gathered frem the:dictates of conscience in fallen rren;,
with!wli the ten thousand binssing and blinding influences
by which those dictates are perverted and diversified. We
have nosettiod, no divinely suthoriwed standard. Even when
we havesucceeded in proving the inspiration of the sacred
volome,- we have still no inspired law, from which we
an-wrgue with' our fellow-men, in demonstrating how
the violmed authority: ef God: has rendered the grace of
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the gospel mecessary for thems We. can show them in
our -hook the gospel which. reveals. the ground of .parden;
but.we caingt shaw. them in our book thedaw which hay
oondemned them. . Theve is no-smch law therew - Theve is
a Jewish law ; but there is no law of umiversel and per-
petual obligation ;—there .is -a lewr for the seed of. Abna-
ham, and for he « time them present,” hut not.a low for
mepkind, and for.all generations. .Dwes not: this meks.o
materiak deficiency, in.the suthority anid censistency of our
argument? Owr law aud our gospel must be derived from
different souxces of information ; the one frém reasen and
sansciencs only, the other frem revelation... It ir veim to
83y, in reply, we have the law of Christ, True ; but the
law from which we must derive, onr demonsixation. of the
neceagisy of the gospel, must of course be a law that exs
isted before the gospel,—not a law givem by.the Anthor
of the gespel ta those who receive his grace.. When the
spostle, after saying, as before quoted, « If there had heen
a law given which.conld have given life, verily rightoous-
aess shonld have. been .hy the law,” immedintely: athds,
" s Bt the sariptare hath. opticluded all under sin, that the
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given.to them
that believe;” what. meansha? Surely. by .¢all” heing
« concluded usder sin,”. he means Jows and Gentiles alike.
Bt «ain is the. transgrossion of the law.” . When, therer
£ore, the acripture « coneludes all under sin,”; it concludes
oll in transgression of the law,—and. under. the condemu-
ing sentence of the law. Naw, there can be no xeasonr
shlo guestion, that the law of which he had been spenke-
ing, and from which he had .been reasoning, is the law as
contained in the Old Testament Scriptures. That, there:
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ing' on all men, und the test by which the rectitude or the
pexverseness of the dictates of reason and of natural con-
scienob! is te: be tried and determined. I canmot but re-
gerd ‘this view of the case as highly important. I caimot
willihgly admit; (what must, however, be the case on the
hypotliesis in question, of the partial and temporary obli-
gation of the law of Moses) that the apostle’s demonstra-
tion . of the necessity of the grace of the gospel from the
fact” of the law hiving been broken, embraées in its eon-
clusion the Jews alone. And as little can I willingly
admeit, that, in our demonstration of this necessity, we can
take -our ‘position on no higher and surer authority than
that of natural eoniscience ; that, though we can show a
divinely revealed gospel we cannot show a divinely re-
vealed law,—but, while we appeal to revelation for what
waugueto,mappealeomwnmlyforwhatm
argue fiom.

While the lawtlmsehowutheneeesmyofthegospel,
and; by convicting the conscience, impresses its value, and
récominends its ‘grace to acceptance; the gospel, on‘the
other side; endears the law.. « The mercies of God,” as
madé known in' the dicoveries of the gospel, fill the heart
of the believing sinner with overflowing gratitude; Feel-
ing his-heed of a Saviotir; and seeing in Christ a Baviour
suited :to his need, he is captivated by the grace that has
providéd such & Saviour, and, under the impalse of that
holy love. which has displaced the native enmity of his
keart; is desirous to “ glorify God,” as the God of his salva-
tion, “-with his body and with his Spirit which are God's.”
In- this sthte of mind ind heart, how will he regard the



70

law? Does he hate.it, because it has eondemmied him?
No. He sees and owns it to-be * holy, wnd 'jus; ind
good.” He regards it as a transcript of thie nreral uxoeh
lence of its Divine Author ; and, in proportion hs'héds-
lights in God, he delights in his law. ' Every proedpt ofit;
now that he has been. freed from the feur whiclke Rath:
ment, and has felt the attractions:of divine'love, and'given
his heart up to their influénce,-eomes before biy midd as'wit
intimation of the will of one to whomr ke tas ‘beeonib nfin:
itely indebted. -The law is the will of Him 'who has given
him thegospel,——of the God of his salvation,.-tlie Ged whio
«delighteth in mercy,”’—the God who  spared not his-dwn
Sen but freely gave him up for us all.” Every cotisidérs-
tion, therefore, in the gospel, which demands' and deiwy
forth his gratitude, recommends and exdears thesisw
Having rencunced the heaven-insulting presumptioch of
dependamce on the law as the cemdition of life,-Ne-yet
cannot renounce it as his standard of duty. Of -thit new
life of which the faith of the gospel is the principleythé
law becomes the rule. Every violation of any of itirpres
cepts i3 now a trespass, not against autherity owdy)-be
against love,—the lovethat-“passeth knowledge S broujtht
to light by the gospel. So thas, while he « dedighue in-
the law of God after the inward man,” his-chief Histiess
of spirit arises from the « law in his members,” that still
« wars against the law of his mind,” and strives to being
him into subjection to the law of sin. Such is the con-
nexion, and such -the reciprocation of influence, between
the law and the gospel. The law, by giving the knew-
ledge of sin, and convicting the conscience of guilt,and
filling with the fear of wrath, recommiends to aceeptance thé



71

graoe of the gospel.:-+and the grace of she goapel, received
inhumility snd grateful Jove, recommends to obedience the
pregeptsof: the law... The: will-of the lawgiver is en-
dpexgil. . by.the . grepe -of . the Savieur s-and the believer
swyw. indignently, 4 Do me them make veid thelaw threugh
faishoffed; forhidc yea, wa establish - the' law.” . The
varyslane whidh,sba gespel inspires; is the fulfilling of tie
Iave,, Hin whosissunden: its -infludnce . will be-dispesed to
SaJ, Witho o propontiensk decision of mind and fervour of
spirit—A Therefore:l tsteent all thy commandwents con-
opming s all | thingw, to.be:riglm und 1 hate- mryfdse
m«-tl LR T E S L L A A
ﬁmtbmrd‘!mdebd,wlhe rencntmgpowerdh
gospal in,the)apiritually: enlightened soul,~<whas does it
swagunt to.7. .Wheny in conversion, a simmer is: ¢-renewed
m thaqpinis.of bis:mind,” and. < pute- on. Ohrist;" what
dogaoliis, éhamcten beceme 7.1+ What. does the gosped:de: to
630 doca it nob.dring & into-conformity. to: ¥he -law ?
VWhstiglaey what more, what better; ean it.do?  We. hawe
alpapdy veen, that the first. promise. of- the new or-gospel
apvEDAS: is thet @od 'will “ put his law in ¢he inward
Pwingead wenite:it: in: the heart:"—and while the Spirit
of, Gookhdaes-this, he does.it by the discovery to-the mind
of.#he ave. rovealod.in  the gospel. It is at the foot Gf
Hha.eposs that the heart receives this new impress of the
diviwe daw ;- an . impress -that is subsequently transeribed
into, thi life. I say, what other, or greater, or better
change-than this can the: gospel be supposed to effect?
‘When the apostle says, < The camal mind is enmity
against God,” he expresses the sum of human depravity.
And what is the preef' and manifestation of the enmity ? -
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It lies in what immediately follows— For it is not sub-

ject to the law ef God, neither indeed ean be.” How
can & mind at enmity with God be subject to-a law of
which the principle and essence is love ? And what does
the gospel, but introduce this principle? - ¢ Faith' werk:
eth by love.” Faith produces love; and love chedience.
If enmity is the sum of opposition to the lsw, love is the
sum of conformity to it.—The law, we have said, is s
transcript of the moral excellence of the Lawgiver. Is
there, then, any difference between the view of that ex-
cellence given by the law, and the view of it-given by the
gospel? I answer, No. There is, substantially, none
There is ne discrepancy between the one and the other.
The law is said to be « holy, and just, and good.” It
corresponds in these its attributes with the character of
Him who has given it :—He is holy, and just, and good.
And what else is the testimony of the gospel? "What
does Calvary teach us of God, but that he is holy, and
just, and good? The difference lies (for a difference
there is) in the kind of display given of the divine good-
ness. The law is good. It is the preceptive will of &
good God. It is fitted to promote the well-being of all
who obey it. Every command, and every prohibition, is
the command, and is the prohibition of a benevolent being.
But for transgressors, the law contains no intimations of
goodness. It is all threatening,—all unbending justice.
The disoovery of goodness to men as sinners, belongs not
to the law, but to the gospel :.—and it there appears under
the aspect of mercy ; mercy being goodness in its relation
to the guilty and the miserable. And where this gospel,
—the revelation of the mercy of God in Christ,——exerts
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¢ remewing energy on the sinner’s heart, what better can
i da than; rendering him holy, and just, and good? What
etter than bringing him, in spirit and in conduct, into
rogresgive conformity to that law, of which this is the
livinely inspired description? And what law, we again
sk, is this? Is it not a law to which we canpoimt, as
wmthoritatively dictated in the book of God? Is it not
he law of which the heart-searching spirituality was
syinced to the apostle’s mind and conscience by its clos-
preeept, “ Thou shalt not covet?” And we repeat
nr former question—Is this, can this be, a law that
has passed away, and whose obligation never extended
beypnd the precincts of the land of Israel? Is it mot
rather the law of God o man —that law, whose essential
principles constituted the divine image in which he
was_originally created, while their absence is the sum of
his, Wy; sinless conformity to which was the per-
ﬁe?ﬁog of the heavenly Saviour's character; the inscrip-
tion of which on the heart is man's restoration to his
Maker'y likeness; and which, when the inscription is
pexfected, and the remaining traces of sin obliterated,
shal] be the glory and the bliss of the paradise above?

I have been induced to dwell the longer on the uni-
versality and permanence of the law, because it is an
mntml link in our present argument; and because of
its general importance in other connexions. The formal
denial of it has been recently revived by a writer of
eminence in the English Church ;* and some other di-

® Dr.Whately: Essays on some of the Difficulties in the Writings of
S. Paul. Essay V. On the abolition of the Mosaic law.
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vines, of the most evangelical sentiments and approved
character, have been disposed, I cannot but. think unwit-
tingly, to adopt the same views.

The sentiments of thoie. who admitting, ingoneml,tlm
pérmasence of ‘the mharal 14, question, notwithstanding,
the ‘morpl nature of the fourth.commandment, and. rank
the Sabbath ®mong positive mstiumons, shall be consi+
demd innext discourse.




DISCOURSE IIIL

Exop. xx. 81—1.

“ Remember the sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Sir days shalt -thon:
labour, and do. all thy work : But the scventh. day is the sabbath of.
the Lord thy God : in it thox shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant; nor
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates : For in six days
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day : whéreﬁntheLordbkuedtknabbath-
day, and hallowed it.”

Having, ip last discourse, gome at considerable lengtl
into the discussion of the general question respecting the
continued obligation of the Decalogue, we shall now take
some notice of the sentiment of those who, while they-do
not question the permanence of the moral law generally;
are, notwithstanding, disposed te :regand the Sabbatk as
belonging rather to the class of positive institutions than
of moral precepts, and to make it an exception to the
general principle.

In commencing my observations on thie view of the
case, it may be freely admitted, that the Sabbath, con-
sidered as the setting apart of a special day for a.special
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purpose, does bear very much of the appearance of a pesi-
tive institute,—an institute, that is, the observamce.of
which is founded solely in a specific enactment, and is nof
deducible from the general principles of moral obligation.*
That in one respect it is of this nature, namely, in s far
as regards the prescribed proportion of our time to he
devoted to the end in view, we may notice moare: fally:
immediately. But in the mean time I wish to remazk,
that, even on the supposition of its being entirely, posi-
tive, the conclusion against its permanence is too hasty.
If, indeed, it could be proved, that it belonged to the
positive institutions peculiar to the Mosaic ecomomy, i
might not be so easy to evade the inference. Bugifrep
the mere admission of its positive nature, the inferepce i
not legitimate. That it may be abrogated, is a fair dpn
duction; that it must, is more than the admission warrangs.
The question comes to be one of fact. Has it bean,.dir
vinely instituted ? and if ithas, has it been divinely repealed?
Persons are apt to fancy, that, in order to prove am.apr
cient Institution not to be binding, they have nothing tp
do but to show it to be of what they call a positive nature:
Baut this is obviously a mistake. An observance: xthich
can plead the positive enactments of divine authoxifyy if
as really of moral obligation, so long as it continues: pnrg-
pealed, as if it were one of the eternal and universal pyin-
. e

* # ¢« Under the name of positive institutions, we comprebend all"theéb
fmpositions and restraints, which, not being suggested to any wen-by
his conscience, and having no necessary and natural connexion with the
dictates of tbat internal mopitor, seem to have no importance but wl;;t'

they derive from the will of a superior who prescribes them.” "M
Serm,. xxi.

1.
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ciples'of right and wrong. 'Who will presume to inter-
poee Nis authority, to set aside what the will of Deity
hus enacted? No. will but his own can abrogate his own
institutions. I the case of the institutions of the Mosaic
céremonial, we have his revealed will for their abrogation'
as' well as for their observance. We know from himself
thiit their use was partial and transient. But we distinctly
dény, and have.'endeavoured formerly to.assign good
reason for the denial, that the Sabbath was at all one of
the peculiarities of that dispensation. . And if we have
succeeded in making good our point, that it had its origin
st creation—we have, on Dr. Paley’s own admission,
equally succeeded in settling the question of its universal
#nd permanent obligation. Let its nature be what you
will—moral, or positive, or mixed,—it is a divine institu-
tfon ;—a divine institution, not for the Jews alone, but for
mankind ; and for mankind, not during a limited period
only, but to all generations.—The question, therefore, of
its moral or-positive nature, is not a question of which the
settlement is indispensable to our argument respect-
ing its permanence :—for, although the establishment of
its moral character might, on the one hand, infer its per-
petuity, the proof of its being entirely positive would not,
on the other, infer its cessation.

The’ question, however, is still important, and inti-
mately connected with our discussion ; especially as we
we unwilling to allow the adversary even the seeming
advantage, unreal as it is, from the supposed positive na-
ture of the sabbatical observance. A modern writer of
the English Church, formerly referred to,* says—¢ The

* Dr. Whately.
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fourth commandment is evidently not 4 moral, but apesi:
tive, precept. The dogma of the Assembly of Divines,
at Westminster (in their confession of faith), that the
observance of the Sabbath is part of the Moral law, isto
me utterly unintelligible.” This is traly surprising. Surely
the very place which the fourth commandment holds in
the Decalogue, as one of ten, of which all the other: nine
are without controversy moral, affords of ‘itself a proof,
which, although it may be characterised as only presump-
tive, is yet of great force, that it also is of the same de-
scription. How came it there? How came the Supreme
Legislator, the God of order, to introduce into the midst
of a code, distinctly and confessedly moral, one precept of
a character so diverse from all the rest? Thisis, a prion,
highly improbable. Yet, if the precept did bear upon it,
decidedly and wnequivocally, such a character of diver-
sity, however much we might have wondered at the seem-
ing incongraity, we must, of course, have admitted the
fact; and, whether able to account for it or not, have ac-
quiesced in its propriety, as the arrangement of a wisdom
superior to ours. But we cannot, by any means, admit,
what appears to this writer so manifest. The view given
of the commandment, by the Westminster Divines, as
« part of the moral law,” instead of deserving the designa-
tion of an “unintelligible dogma,” appears to be not
merely defensible, but the only sound and consistent one:
and the sole thing that seems unintelligible is, on what
principle & mind like that of Dr. Whately should ever
have regarded it in such a light.

It will not surely be disputed, that the worship of God,
and the cultivation of the principles of piety, or true reli-
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gion, are duties of 4 moaral nature. What duties can be
more 20? They helong.to the first-and highest of all our
moral relations,—that in which we stand to our Creator.
There is no. denying this. The prescribed exercises, and
svowed ends, of the institution are, in the very highest
sense of the term, moral. But if the worship of God, or
the expreesion of those sentiments and affections towards
him which constitute inward devotion, be an incumbent
moral duty: it is a duty, for the efficient fulfilment of
which some stated seasons are of ebvious utility. If, in-
deed, there is to be such a thing at all as social worship,
in which men jointly recognise their common origin and
dependance, and their obligations to their one Maker and
Benefactor, and thus cherish, on the highest greund, their
mutual feelings of mity and love,—utility becomes too
feeble a term; such stated seasons being evidently of
imperious necessity. And the universal practice of man-
kind, even under the corruptest forms of false religion,
seems to ascertain such social worship to be a dictate,
either of the law of nature, or of original and traditionary
revelation. If devoting a portion of our time to such pur-
poses as the Sabbath is designed to promote, be a moral
duty ; then does it not, naturally and properly, belong to
God te determine and fix the proportion ?

. The truth is, that the commandment may be considered
as of a mixed character. The duty which it enjoins is
moral—pre-eminently moral ; while the precise propor-
tion of time, authoritatively demanded as sacred to that
duty, is positive. For aught we can perceive, God might
have created the world in seven days, and rested on the
eighth ; or in nine days, and rested on the tenth In the
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latter case, instead of weeks of seven days, we should lmve
bad decades. We do not feel, in making such a supposl-
tion, any thing at al} incongruous,—any thing in the 1éast
degree reveltiag to our moral principles, If we do, a
moment’s examination of the feeling will satisfy us, thatit
arises entirely from the association of sacredness withi the
actually existing arrangement ; and that, had this arrhhge-
ment been one_of decades instead of weeks, the feeling
would have been exectly the reverse of what it 'is ;' the
sacredness being attached to the tenth day, and the uneasy
misgiving to the seventh. ~ But the admission of the posi-
tive or arbitrary natire of the mere proportion of ‘the
time cannot, with any semblance of reason, be considered
as pullifying the morality of the precept. There is nothing
more of the positive in it than what arises from the neces-
sity of the case.’ The duty itself is moral. But, in order
to the regular and effective fulfilment of the duty, such a
fulfilment of it as shall be most conducive to his own glory,
and the benefit of his creatures, the infinitely Wise and
Good has eeen it needful to prescribe a time for it ;—not
to leave the preportion to the capricious option of every
individual, especially in a world where, he foresaw, there
would be so powerful a tendency to neglect the duty alto-
gether,—but to set apart and halléw a definite 'day,—to
say, One day in seven shall be devoted to sabbatical rest,
and the employments and purposes of devotion. . Does
the precept become, in consequence of its assuming this
definitive form, less moral than if it had been couched in
more general terms? Why should a command, which,
hed it simply enjoined that God should be worshipped,
and the devout affections cultivated, (and I might have
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added those too of humanity and mercy,) would, without
hesitation, have been ranked with moral precepts, become
.unfit for a place amongst them,—so - unfit as that to con-
sider it a part of the moral law should be promouneed
“unintelligible,”—merely because it adds to the general
injunction of the duty the prescription of the time of doing
it >—Let me illustrate my meaning by the supposition of
a parallel case. The law contains precepts of benevolence.
Sappose, then, that among its moral commands, there had
been one, not simply enjoining practical kindness, but,
along with this, specifying the extent of bounty to which
that kindness should reach; requiring, for example, every
man to devote a tenth of his substance to the support and
comfort of his fellow-men; to the advancement of their
temporal and spiritual ‘well-being : would not this have
become a duty of distinct moral obligation ? It would not
surely have lost its moral nature, because, along with the
general principle of benevolence, it regulated the minimum
of benevolent bestowment. The analogy between the
supposed case, and the case illustrated by it, is close. In
either, there is what I have called the fixing of a ménimum.
The only difference is, that the one relates to time, the
other to property. Each says, this much-a¢ least ; but does
not prohibit more: this much of your time for the serviee
of Grod, and this much of your substance for the good of
men ; but as much more of bothas a piou’s or a charitable
disposition may prompt.

- Let no one allege that my argument goes to esta;bhh
the moral obligation and permanence of tithes. By no
megns. There is quite abundant evidence that the tithing
system wag peculiarly Jewish; as much so as the various

E2
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other prescribed gifts and offerings by which divine minis-
-trations, and the ministers who conducted them, were then
to be provided for. Could evidence be preduced that,
either for the purposes of piety, or of charity, a tenth was,
by a general law, required of men previously to the Mosaic
economy, and that, under the gospel dispensation, this
rule, like the other moral precepts, is repeated, as retain-
ing its authority, the objection would have been valid ; nor
should we have sought to resist the conclusion to which it
led, of the permanent moral obligation of the tithe. These
are the circumstances in which the law of the Sabbath
stands. We have formerly traced its obligation to the
beginning of the world, and proved its universality; and
-we shall, by and by, see the amount of proef. for its
continuance under the gospel. All' that we contend for
at present is, that its being the appointment of a set time
for duties admitted in themselves to be moral, does not-at
all affect its morality, or deprive it of its right to a place
amongst those precepts of the law, of which the moral
nature is universally acknowledged.

It seems to me, I conféss; a very strange thing, that,
because this command prescribes the proportions of time
which are to be devoted to secular and to spiritual concerns,
to the labours of the present world, and to the service
of God and prepufation for the world to come,—it is
therefore, entitled to rank only with positive enact-
ments. Is there nothing moral in the use of time? And
caxt there be nothing moral in a precept that regulates: its
distributien ?  Is not time, on the contrary, ene of those
gifts which we are most in'danger of undervaluing, and
consequently of squandering and abusing? And are we
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not, from the earthly tendencies of our nature, in especial
danger of appropriating it entirely to worldly oecapations
and ends? And would not this be most immoral, and
most injurious? However little thought of, time, which
is a species of universal property, is in reality more pre-
cious than any other. According as it is neglected and
abused on the one hand, or employed and improved on
the other, will it be productive of a corresponding amount
of evil or of good,—of glory or of dishonour to God, of
benefit or of injury to man. It is the first thing for which
we have to account. The responsibility attaches to every
hour. Every moment, as it flies along, bears with it to
the judgment-seat a charge of evil, or a testimony of good.
There is no one thing of more serious consequence than
the moral use of time,—the application of moral principle
to its occupation. And if the Divine Legislator has laid
down a general rule for its distribution,—a rule inclusive
of our twofold interests, for time and for eternity, can
there be any rule which has a clearer title to a place in the
moral law? As a precept that merely distinguishes one
day from another, it has the aspect of a positive institute :—
but as a precept fixing the great general principle for the
use of time, and directly designed for the very highest
moral and spiritual purposes, it must be assigned to a dif-
ferent class.

But it has been argued,thstweareparnalm our con-
clusions ; that if we are bound by the fourth command-
ment as a part of the law of Moses, we must be bound
with regard to the day, the mode of observance, and the,
_penalty affixed to its violation.—This is an objection whicl
calls for our serious notice. ..
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- With regard, then, to the penalty—(for we'shall revorse
the order in which we have named the' particulars)—it
may be observed, that the particular punishment annexed,
under a peculiar dispensation, to the transgression of any
command, does not affect the nature of the commund itsélf,
It is adventitious. It is not properly a part of the eom-
mand. It may be only a temporary appendage:to-a pre-
cept, which in itself is moral, and of permanent obligation.
We have formerly shown that the law of the Sabbath
was not a peculiar institute of the Mosaic ritual, but wis
in existence and force from the beginning. Like -other
moral precepts of the same antiquity, it was introduced
into the law given from Sinai. And were we to consider
ourselves as bound by the penalty affixed under the Jew-
ish theocracy to the violation of this particular law, let'us
see to what conclusion this would conduct us.—Zdolatry
was, in like manner, under the Jewish dispensation, pun-
ishable, a8 a capital offence, with death. Now: idolatry
involved guilt, as a transgression of the first commandment.
It will follow, therefore, that we are not bound by the
moral prohibition in that commandment, unless we are &t
the same time bound to the execution of its then annexed
penalty.—The sanie was the case, too, with stubborn fikial
disobedience, which was a trespass against the fifth com-
mandment ; with adultery, or the violation of the seventh;
and with blasphemy, the breach of the third. These are
confessedly moral precepts. Are we not at all bound,
then, by the moral duty which they inculcate, unless we
are at the same time bound by the enactment which made
death their penalty ?—I am aware of the reply. We are.
bound, it will be said, by the moral principle of such pre--



wepts ; but it is not as @ pave of the law of Moses,—}t is not
15.given to the Jews.- We have formerly noticed this dis-
tinetion, as an inconsiderate and untenable ome. An
shservation or two more may set itin a still clearer light.
Why did Jehovah separate the seed of Abraham as his
peculiar people ? Was it to make known to them truths
sod duties which belonged only to themselves, and in
which the rest of mankirid had no concern? Certainly
not. It was.to.reveal to them his character, and mind,
snd will, and fature purposes; that there might be a record,
and a practical remembrancer, of what was in danger of
being universally forgotten. Now, what should we think
of that man’s wisdom, who, with regard to any of the
great truths revealed by God to the Jewish people, those
for example respecting his unity, and his various natural
and moral perfections, should say,—These are important
truths, no doubt; but it is not as made Anown to the Jews
that we are bound to believe them! Yet, would not this
be much about as reasonable as to say, in regard to the
discovery of the divine will made to that people, These
are important moral precepts, no doubt ; but it is not as
given to the Jews that we are bound to obey them? Why
were these .truths made known by Jehovah to the Jews,
but because they were, and had from the beginning been,
emsential and immutable truths respecting Himself ;—
truths which had been ¢« most surely believed” by man-
before the entrance of sin,—but of which the awful pre-
valence of evil had nearly swept the remembrance from
the earth?  And is not the same.observation applicable:
to the discovery made of his will, as well as to that made-



of his character? Why is a code of moral precepta given
to the Jews, but as a record of what had been frem the
first the essential elements of human duty,—the inoral
law of God to man ?—It may legitimately follow, theve-
fore, that we are bound by the moral precept,—although
it does not follow that we are bound by the peculiar pen-
alty then annexed to the transgression of it. 'There is
no inconsistency, in regarding the former as of mniversal
obligation, and the latter as peculiarly Jewish. - The law
respecting the penalty, indeed, arose out of that.exalw-
sively Jewish system of government, established and
maintained by the immediate presence and interposition
of Deity,—the system usually termed.the Theocracy.
No other people can be bound to conformity to the penal
sanctions of the Jewish law, unless it can make out for
itself the existence of a similar relation to God. Bat
this does not at all affect the universal obligation of its
moral precepts.

With regard to the duties of the day, orthemodc«flb
observance; we cannot, without anticipation, enter into
the subject now. We shall consider it largely hereafter :—
and one point which we hope then to establish will be,
that the differences between the observance of the Sabbath
as enjoined upon the Jews, and the.eobservance of it as
obligatory on Christians, are not, by any means, so grest
as is generally imagined, and as the present objection
assumies ;—that the peculiar strictness of the Mosaic sab-
batism, which has been considered as in harmony with the
stern and slavish character of ¢ the ministration of con-
demnation,” has been extravagantly over-rated ;—that in
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fact the great principles by which sabbatical duties are to
be regulated were the memder the old as under the
néw econonry.

It is further objected; that if we are to follow the
injunetion of the fourth commandment, we must be
bound te the obeervance of the particular day of the week
on which the Jewish Sabbath was celebrated :—that is,
we should hold the seventh day, and the seventh day
alone, sacred.

In answer to this part of the objection, I would begin
by ehserving, that it equally applies to the law.of the
Sabbath, whether we regard the institution.as a part of
the Decalogue, or as commencing from the creation. Ia
either case, it was the seventh day that was hillowed by
God, and observed by man. The ebjection, therefore,
is of the greater consequence, inasmuch as, which view
soever we adopt of the origin of the Sabbath, it would, if
valid at all; be alike conclusive against the legitimacy of
the first day of the week.—I¢ is of consequence, however,
in determining ¢o what the precept binds us; to bear in
mind the necessary diversities in the natural divisions of
thme in different parts of the world. It is obviously im-
possible that the command, whencesover we date its
obligation in time, can bind us to the obsesvance of the
same identical hours which constituted the Sabbath where
it was originally instituted. The beginning and end of
natural days, and consequently the beginning and end of
weeks, ‘necessarily vary aecording to the. latitade and
longitide of places ; -and while in some countries, as
amongst the Jews, the day is calcalsted from sunset to
sunset, in others, as amongst ourselves, it is reckoned from
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midnight to midnight. It is inconceivable, that a precept
of this kind should be made to depend, in the essenve of
its observance, on circumstances such as these, which
might render conformity to it in some instances diffieult,
and in others impracticable. The Sabbath, as a day, osa-
not, in the nature of things, be celebrated at the.same
time in all parts of the world. Whether it be the spveath
or the first day of the week, it must be the seventh or the
first, according to diversities of latitude, and according to
established customary modes of computation.—The tep-
dency of these remarks is to show, that, since the essence
of the observance required does not depend on the identity
of the hours and minutes appropriated to it in djffegest
places, neither does it depend on the identity of the ey
itself.—Let me not be misunderstood. I do not. mesn,
that, provided men set apart a seventh portion of their tirpe,
it matters not which day of the week they select for: the
purpose ; that they may accommodate this to their own
convenience, every man choosing for himself and keeping
his own sabbath,—or even varying the day from week:to
week, as considerations of personal or domestic seasonable-
ness may direct. Far from it. Such a principle would
be utterly at variance with ali order, and with the divine
purposes in the institution of the Sabbath. What I mesn
is, that a divinely authorized change of the day, supposing
such a change can be proved, is not a change that at all
affects the essence of the precept. The observance itself
is essentially the same as before: and the general resson
of the observance continues also the same; only that
there is superinduced an additional ground to_that gn
which it originally rested,—and that additional ground
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one of such magnitude and interest, as, in the mind of the
Legislator himsélf, to warrant the alteration.

The case stands simply thus :— At the original institu-
tion of the Sabbath, oné special reason is assigned for its
eelebration :— On the seventh day God ended his work
which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had made. And God blessed
the ‘Sabbath-day, and sanctified it, because that in it he
bad rested from all his work which God created and
made,” Gen. 'ii. 2, 8. The Sabbath was thus, in its origin,
4 commemoration of the great work of creation,—a day,
to keep men’ in mind of the origin of all things,—of the
power, and wisdom, and goodness of the all-glorious
Creator, and of the duty of fearing, and loving, and wor-
shipping, and serving him. This was the grand primary
reason of the institution; and this reason has never, by
any change, been superseded. But when the law of the
Sabbath was long after enjoined upon the Jews,—while
the original and primary reason was assigned for the ob-
servance, there was an additional consideration urged upon
them, as a motive to conscientious steadfastness in this
duty. This you will find in Deut. v. 12—-15. « Keep
the sabbath-day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hath
commanded thee. Six days shalt theu labour, and do all
thy work ; but the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord
thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy
son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle,
nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy man-
servant and thy maid-servant may rest as well as thou.
And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of



96

Egypt, and thas the Lord thy Ged brought shee out
thence, through a mighty hand, and by a stretshed-out
arm: therefore the Lord thy God commanded -thee to
keep the sabbath-day.” That the reason here aseighed
was only an additional one, not to the superseding . or ex-
clusion of the first, we have enly to consult our text to be
satisfied :—for here, in the solemm promulgation of the haw
from Sinai, the original reason is the one that is specially
and alone introdnced :—« for in six days the Lord made
heaven and earth, and the sea, and all that in thee i'; where-
fore the Lord blessed the sabbath-day, and hallowed it.” -

This, then, clearly proves, that other considerations in-
culcating the observance of the Sabbath might be added
to the original one. On the same principle on which God
added & second, he might add a third. Make the suppo-
sition, then, that at the fulness of time, the completion of
the work of redemption had been assigned as a new rea-
son for the celebration of the Sabbath, and that the dayat
the same time had been retained. It is evidemt, that he
.who added the deliverance from Egypt as a reason for
keeping the Sabbath, might have added also the greater
redemption effected by the Son of God. - Had this been
done, we should have been in the very same circamstances
(with the exception of the superior greatness of the ‘addi-
tional motive) in which the Jews were, when God’s power
and goodness in their deliverance from Egypt were added
to his power and goodness in creation, as a subject of the
sabbatical commemoration. But here lies the difference.
The divine excellence of the work of Christ, and the sar-
passing preciousness of the blessings of his salvation, are
such, that they must not, like the temporal deliverance
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condary, additional reason for the celebration of the Sab-
bath. They must have the first place. First in the divine
estimate ef excellence and glory, they must be first in
man's grateful and reverential commemoration. How,
then, shall their superior importance be marked in the
eclebration? Why, in order to give them the lead, the
day shall be changed. Creation had the day formerly;
redemption shall have it now. Not, in either case, exclu-
sively. The sabbatical commemoration of creation would
neceasarily, from the time of the fall and the first promise,
be associated, in the minds of devout believing worship-
pers, with the anticipation of the promised redemption ;
and the Creator be worshipped as the God of salvation.
And in like manner, on the Christian Sabbath, the God
of grace, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
8 worshipped, not to the exclusion of his creative power,
and majesty, and goodness, .although with special refer-
ence to his redeeming mercy. Redemption only takes the
lead, a8 it is so pre-eminently entitled to do, among the
subjects of celebration ; and in this way, the change of the
day no more alters the nature of the duty, than if redemp-
tion had only been introduced as an additional reason, and
the former day had been retained. A divinely authorized
change in the time is not divine abrogation. The change
of the day does not essentially change the thing.

I now proceed to observe, what is of essential conse-
quence, that the observance of a Sabbath is the consecra-
" tion of A DAY-——AN ENTIRE DAY,—to God, and to spiritual
exercises and ends,—a day’s cessation from secular engage-



ments. - If it was a day formerly, it- must’ be' a day still:
There are those who, in giving up the' sevenith duy, givs
up A DAY of religious rest altogether. Renouncing’ all
previons- obligations, as cancelled, and taking, or proféss-
ing to take, their lesson of duty from the New Testament
alone, they fancy that in it the whole amount of ‘obliga«
tion comnected with the Sabbath consists in the duty of
believers f0 meet on that day for worship, in commemoration
of the work ofthar Master. This is. a point of first rate
consequence. Let us endeavour to ascertain how it stands.
That it is the duty of believers to meet on the first day.
of the week, for the worship of God, and the celebration
of New Testament ordinances, is generally admitted. It
is plain, from the recorded practice of the churches in
apostolic times ; of which we shall take a little notice im-
mediately. The question now before us is, not whether
this be a duty, but whether it be al/ that the day requires;
whether the Sabbath be a secular day like others, with
the exception that on it Christians are bound to meet to-
gether for worship, or whether the whole day be still
sacred. New, although I would not be disposed, on all
occasions, to argue from consequences, yet there are cases
in which the obviously legitimate consequences of a prin-
ciple become a strong presumptive proof against its sounds
ness. Now, it is very plain to every reader of the New
Testament, that while there is evidence of the believers
having been accustomed to meet on that day, there is
nothing’ explicit in the form either of precept or of exam-
ple, as to the time and the duration of their meetings;
whether they met once, or twice, or oftener, and how long °
they remained together at each meeting. The quiestion
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then immediately suggests itself—If the day be secular
like other days, with only this exception,—then what pro-
portion is seoular, and what proportion sacred? How
much does the anthority of ‘our Master oblige us to ap-
propriate to the public exercises of his service, and how
mugh.does he leave us at liberty to devote to-the world's
engagements? The language of Acts xx. 7. “ On the
first day of the week, when the disciples came together
to break bréad, Paul preached to them, and continued his
speech until midnight,” and, as afterwards appears, « even
till break of day,”’-—most naturally leads our minds to the
evening 8s. the.time of meeting, I am persuaded that, in
this gage, it. was- 8o ;—that the remarkable incident re-
corded,, ps the consequence of Paul’s long preaching, the
historian, menns to say, took place st that particular time
of the day, when the disciples came togetBer for the cele-
bratjop, of the Lord’s Supper. I'do not doubt that they
had met before, at other times of the day s-but if 1 were
called to prove, in'point of fact, that they had done so, I
shquld feel myself at a loss for evidence. Supposing, then,
that they met in the.evening, is this the example we are
to imitate ? Some, I believe, have said it is, and have
ated accordingly, considering the rest of the day as their
‘own, and evincing: the earthly tendency of their minds, by
the use they have made of it. And can any who hold the
same general. principle reasonably find fault? Zhey may
meet, according to their respective fancies, in the morn-
ing, or afternoon, or both: but the others, the partisans
of thie evening, have quite as good authority for their
practice, perhaps. better. The truth is, that on such a
pringiple, all is thrown loose 1. and the amount of observ-
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ance, undetermined by either law or example, left to the
ever-varying dictates of human caprice.

Professors of the faith of Christ would do well to ex-
amine closely the principle, or the state of heart, from
which such a sentiment springs,—the disposition by which
they are induced to argue away the observance of the
sabbath, as an entire day of sacred rest and religions exer-
cise. It is true, that we live under a new and mere
spiritual dispensation. But surely, never was implied
argument more unfortunate and self-destructive. Never
were premises more fatal to the very conclusion they are
brought to support! We live under a spiritual dispenss-
tion :—and is the secularizing of the sabbath more befit«
ting a spiritual dispensation than the religious obseirvance
of it P——more calculated to promote the divine life in the
soul, than the dedication of it to the exercises of devotion
and the means of heavenly-mindedness? Is a spiritual
dispensation, a dispensation of release from spiritual exer-
cises? Or is there any one divine institution more
eminently fitted for the advancement of spirituality of
mind, than the day of God when duly observed ?—B8o
strong is the impression of this in my mind, both from the
obvious reason of the thing, and from the general experi-
ence, recorded from many a happy and grateful heart, of
the children of God,—that it forms a powerful presump-
tive argument for the unlikelihood, (I had almost said the
impossibility) of its having, under the new economy, been
set aside, A spiritual dispensation is not & dispensation,
surely, under which the means of spirituality are taken
away! And, when I consider the spiritual constitation of
the sabbath, and ity adaptation to spiritual improvement,



and the fearfully anti-spiritoal consequences of its cessa-
tion, I cannot bring myself to-imagine, that such an in-
stitution should be ranked by the inspired apostle among
the worldly rites of a transitory ceremonial,—the beggarly
elements of an introductory and carnal dispensation,—the
burdensome . observances of a “ yoke which neither the
Jews of his time nor their fathers were able to bear ;"—
that he.should characterive it as « against us, and oon-
trary.to us, nailed to-the cross, and taken out of the way!”
Q.1 is there a child of God that could feel this a privilege ?
-~ privilege; to be released from the duty of consecrat-
ing e0 large a:portion of his time. as one dsy in seven
to. the service:of God, to self-examination, and to the cul-
tivation of fellowship with the world to come! Is this
indeed a part of the « liberty wherewith Christ makes his
people free?” What conceptions must these men have
of a spiritual dispensation, and of spiritual liberty, who
fancy it a part of these that they have a larger allowance
of time for secular and worldly oocupations | Is it spirit-
uality of mind that exults in such a freedom? I there
not, on the contrary, just ground for more than appre-
hension, when a man begins to discover and bring forward
arguments against the obligation to. observe the first day
of the week (assuming for the present the change of the
day) aa an entire day of holy rest and spiritual - exercise,
that if, before, there was any disposition - in him to call
it «a delight,” the disposition is sadly on the decline?
That a Christian should be solicitous to add as much more
of his time, for the cultivation of the principles and affee-
siops of godliness, as he can redeem from the necessary
snghgements of the world, I can readily understand. But



that a man, under the full influence of the. spinit of evan-
gelical piety, can listen with complacency to rassaminge
that would deprive him of a portion of his. spiritnal snjey-
ment, and abridge the institated means of. his advagpe-
ment in grace,—* demands a doubt.” I could not;desire
a more convincing proof that a man’s heart is . mot,vight
with God,”—that there is a secret.spiritual declemsion, s
“ leaving of the first love,” than the discovery of a dispo-
sition to insinuate doubts about the obligation of theigsbr
bath, and to do this with a listless sang-froid, and withow
any apparent shrinking or trembling of heart.at theycon
clusion :—nor can I fancy a clearer evidence of..achupsh
« haying a name to live while it is dead,” or a meremm
nous symptom of its approaching darkness and degolptions
than the prevalence of such a spirit,—the - risq,: apgd,gre:
gress of a tendency to speculate about the abrogation

even about the curtailment of the sabbath. Cuar gl

EERRIN (1

But what evidence, you will now ask,-—wlntm
have we that the day is changed, and that the first deiy)of
the week has, by divine authority, been substituted forihe
seventh ?—The proofs on this subject have usually:hger
deduced, inferentially, from the .example: of .the first
Christians, as that example is gathered from -the histery
and the Epistles of the' New Testament. I am mereiand
more satisfied, that there is evidence more direct than this;
and in another discourse I hope to be able satisfactamily
to exhibit it. I mean, not, however, to question the-fit-
ness or the sufficiency of the indirect argument.. . I thisk
it perfeotly conclusive.—That ¢ the practice of the first
¢ churches (under the guidance of the Apostles) s
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wadearded ta the New Téstament, is equivalent, in value
“.gad wathority, to direct precept,” is a principle of the
sowitdness of which I am fully satisfied, as well as that
“we have that which is équivalent to the precept, by
« huving the record of the usage.”® That « the primi-
« give churches, during the ministry of the Apostles, ob-
@ served the first day of the week, as the day of their
“yocial worship and most solemn services,” has been
established from the New Testament with irresistible
forée, especially from two passages. The first is, Acts
xx. 6, 7. < And we sailed away from Philippi after the
days of unleavened bread, and came unto them to Troas
infive days; where we abode seven days. And upon the
first day of the week, when the disciples came together
to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart
on the ‘merrow, and continued his speech until midnight.”
“ It would seem, then, that the Apostle was anxious not
¢ to protract his stay at Troas a single day, after he had
“ emjoyed an oppertunity of meeting with the assembled
"« Church; that the day of their meeting was the first day
« of the week; and that for the arrival of that day, the
“ gpoetle had waited an entire week. Now from all this
« we should infer, that no special or extraordinary meet-
% ing had been called, but that he waited for the day on
< which they were accustomed to assemble.”t The other
pessage is; 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. «“ Now concerning the col-
lection which is for the saints, as I ordered the churches
of Galatia, so also do ye. On the first day of every week,
1ot each of you lay somewhat by itself, according as he may

. Burder's Law of the Sabbath, p: 61, 62. t Ibid. p. 65,
¥
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havo prospesed, putting it into the. teeasury ; thas when 1
come, there may.be then ae collectiona.’® ¢, Tha,wigh, of
“ the apestle was, to: prevent the necessity. of making.ml-
# lections on his arrival. . This object could mot by sespped
« unless the brethren not .only et. apart their, respative
« contributions, but alse collected them together. sq pa to
« make one contmon fund, , They, could .only pour ghem
¢ into one common. treasury, when they wero. asnespbled
¢ together in one place. . They were. directed, thevefore,
¢ to make a weekly collection, on that day. on which they
« were accustomed te meet 23 a church.. The day gpec-
« fied is theﬁrstdayofthnveek. On the first day.of the
« week, therefore, they were acoustomed to meet; together
« for religious observances.” .- s .1 rem
The inference. thus drawn from these passages,iasd
corroborated by various others, as. well. as by all,thg ear-
liest Tecords of ecclesiastical antiquity, camnot he with-
stood. As it stands, hewever, it goes no further.thm
to the fact of the first day of the week having ey the
day on which the early Christians wera.in. the pragtie of
holding their assemblies for the celebration of. tha ged-
nances of Christ. The fact is an important .one ¢ .gud ene
“from which the sanctification of the day, asthe day ofiseb-
batical rest ander the new dispemsation, may, we.ghink,
® Dr. Macknight's translation. There to be truth in the Dr.’s
objection to the common translation of the words sa} luvwy whin
bwravgiion® ¢ let every one of you lay by him in store "—namely, that it
is inconsistent with the last part of the verse; thlt therq be  po,
arings when I comg:”—for, woordm‘ to that tmslation, the u&l#leo-
tions would still bave been to make at tbe Apostle’c enmlng
ment of my friend Dr. Burder, which I have lutrodnoed

discourse, is founded on this translation of. Dr.‘ka\ni‘hy. whi%h in
common with him, I think pnfenbk to that of our recelved wersion.

Gk}
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bereasonably deduced. Yet we would fain press the
inference itself, if it can legitimately be done, a little fur-
thep :—because the faet is granted by some of those who,
nutwithstanding, deny or question the existence of any
sabbaticul distinction of days under the gospel dispensation.
~—Thas Dr. Paley, after adducing the usual proofs of the
##st Chyistians -having been accustomed to aseemble for
worship on the firet day of the week, adds :—< It will be
=-remémbered, that we are contending, by these proofs,
wifor no other duty upon the first day of the week, than
#-that of holding and frequenting religious assemblies. A
“ ¢essation upon that day from labour, beyond the time
= of gttendance upon public worship, is not intimated in
“« any passage of the New Testament; nor did Christ or
& hin' fipostles deliver, that we know of, any command
&t their disciples for a discontinuance, upon that day,
« of the common offices of their professions : a reserve,
¢ nrhich none will see reason to wonder at, or to blame as
% g defeet in the institation, who comsider that, in the
seprimitive condition of Christianity, the observation of a
s new sabbath would have been useless,or inconvenient,
' g impraeticable”*—Qthers are more decided and scorn-
s ful ;- Warned by the apostle,” says a modern Soci-
‘% dian writer, ¥ I presume not to condemn any man for
P .

- ""s ‘The Dr. proceeds to assign his reasons for this. Butthé question
1i'ome, Dot 50 much of reasoning as of fact. And he appears to forget,
.even in the reasons which he does assign, that, toa very considerable
extcnt, the prmciple of them militates against the duty of holding and
'ﬂ'equmﬁn ‘religious assembliés on thdt day, as well as’against the

itire conweciation of it to spirftual purposes.—Paley’s Mor. and Pol.
Pail. p. 836. Edin, Ed. 1616,
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« his -sdfbbatical: chaervation tof. the! firat-duy of rthie wieks
¢ —but, zealous of the liberty with wlich Chyist:hanshade
s us free, and regarding,-as:the.apostle recothnkéndd?ne
“'man's cemsures for not observing - the : eahbath—dained
“have no hesitation in' asserting; -that undeiriithal gospd
« dispensatioh, ¢ every day'is-alike.”. Of plablic:worship
] am a sincere advoeate; and; it hhvinjg ‘been -she/tuiix
¢ form practice of the Christidn Chuarch: te -assemble for
« this: purpose on the first day of the week:I highly.ap!
“ prove of the eontinuance of this laudable.anil msefal
% custom. But that under the Christian dispénsatiein ans
«-day is more holy than another; or that any-employment;
“ or any amusement, which is lawful on- other daysiis
“ unlawfal on the Sunday, can never be pyoved, rtither
«.from the Christian scriptures, or from:ecclosinatidal-an-
«tiquity.”* We need not be greatly astonished, thasems
who could not find in the scriptures the -divinity asid
atonement of Christ, the depravity of human: natiiva) and
the existence and influences of the Holy :Spiri¢: sbiould
havé been little at a loss to exclude from therh. thendty
of sanctifying the Lord’s day; and that, even-as:toythi
publie worship of that day, he should have made lijghtcof
the admitted example of the apostolic churches) comménd-
img it indeed as a ¢ laudable and nseful..cudtomyitriand
oondescending to ¢ approve of its continuande,’"but.mot
at all allowing in it any obligation of divine sutherity.
.But still, since the fact of the churches assembling-sa
the first day of the week is thus granted, and yet the sant»
tity of the day questioned and denied,—we weuld.faln
sy how far any of the passages; quoted or.refetredrdm

RET :il‘ -0

+ Belsham's Review of Wilbérforce, p. 199,



te1

idmit/ ofin y inferencs bnyond thomyle fact. :We can~
bt daxts thirk:they do. - o

aiShbudd:dipat the gquestion to- any d' you, Wlnt i d
‘reels p—siyodiiwould emile in surprise; and, if ‘you theught
ibqrorthvdvhile toranswer me at all, would reply, A week!
wilyywperidd of seven days;to be sure.—Yet: the siile
nifght)be spated. - The réply is %o a certain extems:cbr-
redt » ot it-is deficient. - :Aiweek is, properly,siz deys of
laposed and dnelof vest. : {This was the -original weel. . It
etag if {5 enay venture the-expression, God's week. .. It
was the'division. of time; of  which he set théi example to
naws-udndiwe do not, therefore, observe the week aright,
snless:iwe de: it ‘aceording to the patterm. Considered
mebédy .be a'pertion- of time; a week i seven days :—but,
evasinloted 24 o period of time appointed to men in.a par-
tivalwr! foimy and according to an exempliffed  appropria-
binm of rits parts, it is mewe ;—it is & period of seven days;
hoavhich wren conform themselves to the divine condunt. in
wlorkimg six-days wnd resting one. - RRZIT
Y1lliowl; ofi the passages formerly quoted from thei New
Foswmmenty 40 ‘prove the pradtice -of the' people: iof God
Matddlyy sheeting, ih their church ¢apacity, on the first day
dfirthve rweele; thore is iotewhich appears to ‘me: to-bear;
begitimatoly and forcibly; a further inference,~~ithe infex»
mcejnhmelyy that:the first day of the week was observed
apithdidivinely appointad  day of sabbatical rest. The
passugdia'd Qor. xvi. 152.- « Now concerning the eolles-
tion which is for'the ‘saints, as I ordered the churches
oBiGalatia; 20 alsod do'lyer - On the first day of :every
wtekyriot each of you: lay somewhat by itself, acoording
% he may have prospered, putting it into the treasury:



|

that when I oomb,there mlyixe thin ho' edlldetionl T
Taking this passage in connexion' whth thit" anéieht s
divinely instituted division ‘of time, what does 7 tosshfei?
We have here a period of labour, during whith, the #fpt
position’ is, they might experiénce, in the providence: of
God, various degrees of prosperity or succéss; and-we hete
a day, on which a proportion of the results of this suctdis
was to be laid aside, and put inte the tréasury, for a char-
itable purpose. Is not this very'much like the dncient:ar:
rangement and practice P—six days of worldly Business;
“buying and selling, and getting gain,”—and & day ot
which business was not to be done, nor gain to be mads,
but on which a portion of what Aad been made was to be
allocated to the claims of benevolence and piety ? Arenot
the apostle’s words much the same in import as if he had
said,— Upon the day of rest put into the sacred treasury,
according to the measure in which yon may have pros
pered during the days of labour? Here, then, we have not
only the fact of its having been their practice to meet on
the first day of the week, for the worship of God;'we
have, moreover, the original week, the six days of 1sbodi]
and the one of sacred rest. If this view of the caws'ie
correct, (and I am satisfied it is,) it goes t6 condemn the
practice of those who are for observing' both sabbathms
the old and the new. This would make five'days of I»
bour, and two of rest, and would thus be in the face of the
divine example, in settling the appropriation of time. to
man. 4 e

There is another passage, not formerly cited, front whith
the inference to the consecration of the whole day appeats
to be no less legitimate : it is Rev. i. 10. « I waa in the
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spizit. o0 THE, JORMS RAY,. , Thet,a particplar natural
degy s haze, mpant., I shall take for, granted; conceiving.
mm‘lﬂmwthmkmhermmﬁtmghtmmapemd
of ey or, the gospel day,—ugworthy of being reaspned
with, .., As little. doubt, surely, can there exist, what dsy
wa meant hy.the desiguation,. The first day of the week,
hayand all;cantroversy. . The designation js most appro-
priate ; this being, the.day on which «the Lord,” after
baying <died fox:the gins’ of his people, was “ranpd
agaip for their justification,”—the day on which he « saw
the path of life,” ariging in, triumph over his conquered
enemios ; the day on which, having ¢ finished his work,
he entered into his rest;’—a day of joy and praise, of
upiversal jubilee to the church of God, on earth and in
heaven. It is « the Lord’s day :” it is His—sacred to him,
and to the memory and celebration of his work. He seems
tq have intended, by his appearances on this day to his
disciples, after he was risen from the dead, to mark it as
his own, and to intimate to his followers that they should
so,regard it, and keep it sacred accordingly. On the day of
his. riging, he appeared amongst them when they were
appampbled together; and, on that day se’ennight, repeated
the appearance. ¢ The celebraion of these two first
Sundays,” says Bishap Horslay, « was honoured with our
Lord’s own presenge. . It was, perhaps, to set a mark of
distinction om this day in particular, that the intervening
week passed off, as if, ghould seem, without any repetition
of his visit to the eleven apostles.” And, after his ascen-
sipp, the grand day, of the Spirit's effusion, and the glori-
ons, commencement of his reign, the pentecostal day, waa
the first day of the week! To complete our argument,
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the expression ought to be compared with thdse of the
Old Testament, in which the seventh dsy is spoken of as
Jehovah’s sabbath: < the seventh day,” says our text
itself, « is the sabbath of the Lord thy God.” And Jeho-
vah frequently denominates it ¢ my sabbath.” Let us
beware, then, of alienating fgql;ﬂm Lord that day whick
he claims as his own; let us beware of abridging it,—of
secularizing its sacred hours,—of applying any of them to
our own purposes, anqd. not to the,ends for which HE has
set it apart, \This, in the forcible language of .the lagt of
the ancient, prophets of Israel, would be. te. «xoh.God,”
depriving Him and his house of what is- hiv'duey-and
bringing upon ourselves the guilt of sacrilege.
- -[Fhereis stilk another passage, which I cerdider a¥ sok-
sining decisive anthority both for the chamge of Hoddy
frorh- the sevenmth to the first, and: for she :toriveoratiestsef
the entire day to kpiritual rest. - I refer'to Hebrivs0)io.
‘¢ {There remaineth, therefore, a rest to the people of God:
for be - that is entered into his rest, he also hath cotsd
froxr his own works, as God did from his.” :Bat thid-pes
sage is of .boo- much importance to be dispdsed of at!:the
clase: of an- address, which has already-detained 'ryoetse
-long. . .I shall take it up in a separate diseourse : ‘aded
hope ‘to- convinee you that it contains, in mdst appropeiste
serms, a direct New Testament statute for the obdervae
of the first dey of the week, as the Christian-sabbath. -«
+ Meantime, I shall have produced a happy practicaliep
feet, if anght that has been already advanced shallj my anly
degree, 'have- confirmed conviction whére it ‘previcesdy
existed, and have settled .it  where it was shakew:imd

wavering.
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lnmnﬁnﬁedlhatdwoouneofngmm pnm:ed in
ecetling discourses, respecting: the origin, the moral
inatide, aad: the permanent .obligations of the Sabbath,
sdrrespetting - the change, under the Christian dispensa~
‘o) from the seventh day to the first, is legitimase and
josnplusivel “Sitill, however, it may be asked,—and the
quqstion:idia very natural one,—Is there no deliverance
jisthe Neiw Testhment, on a subject so important, of a less
infewential. and imore direet nature? Is there no way in
whish weican arrive at the conclusion, but a process of
indwgtion;?. Although there were not, we should not at all
admit the.conblusion itself to betheless valid, or the duty the
less imphbiative. .- Yot some preeeptive injunction of a more
auiveds and positive description, may be admitted té be
dasixablé :<~and I hope to convince you, that the text now
yéasd;. t0: which 1 .iallnded in the-close of last diseourse,
bemtainsi :sfich-.am injumetion, and: iv.in fact a Ncw Teom—
F2
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- ment statate for the observaitos .of the first dsy of the
weuk as the Christian S8abbath. ‘Considering; imdeed, the
difference subsisting, among cominéntators of eminense,
in their views of the passage, it weuld be presumptuous
to say that I should regard it as decisive, even had itsteod
by itself, unaccompanied by the corroborative evidence of
example : —yet I must be allowed to express my surprise,
that there should not have been greater karmony amongst
expounders as to its true meaning, when taken in con-
nexion with that evidence.*

In entering on our exposition of the passage, it is ne-
cessary, in the first instance, to call your special attention
to the fact, that, in the original language, the word which
is rendered rest in the minth verse—* There remaineth,
therefore, a rest to the people of God,”—is an entirely
different word from that so translated in the other verses
of ' the chapter—both in the preceding and subsequent
context.t The marginal readering is-« the keeping of »
Sabbath.” And that this is the strict and proper impert

‘. 'I'he authorities of Calvia, Wl:ltby, Doddrldge, Pierce, Muleln,
Seott, Stusrt, Schleusner, are all against me. There fs one, ‘howe
ever, who is in himself a host, with whose interpretation - the one
given in the following discourse is -in very .near coincidenessrllr
Jobn Q I might refer also to Mr. John Glass in his Digser-
tation (contained in his works) on the three divine rests, as holdln;
the same view of the ssbbatism in the ninth verss, that is here glvh:
though I cannot acquiesce im lris exposition of some partsof the apostie’s
reasoning.

+ It is S«gfariepes. The other word, throughout the chaptqt, ,ll
avasaveic. The former is properly a Hebrew noun, with a Greek form
and termination. ‘The verb from which t is-formed, sootirs ia variss
places in the Septusgint version i—the noun, only in this passage of
the Apostle,
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of thé -teinn, dets 90t ndmitof o deubs, It is & noun.ef
regiulaw-Edrmsation dhem the wewh which,-in-the Septuagint
tromalation of thoi/id Testament, is vsed for koeping :u.
Sabbath owy (if We 'may :coin s .corvespondent English
woak) wabbatising. It:-is weunlly interpreted here: of the
etermal vest,—the newt-of heaven, on the principle of re-
gawding that rest. in the light of a perpetual Sabbath ;o
a'final cessation from:.all the .toils and .troubles of time,
snd & never-ending -enjoymens of the service and fellow.
ship of God. We dispute not the propriety of this
view of the heavenly state. It.is; in itaelf, scriptural, and
fall ‘of delight. The sole guestion.is, not whether the
word .admits of this application, but: whether_ this be- its
application: heres My own eonviction is, that it is not;
that it has its more literal sense of the keeping of & Sab-
bath, a8 a divine institution for the church on-earth, com~
memorative of those .events .on which the hope of the
hesvenly rest is founded, and preparatory to that rest in
its-pure and spiritual jeys. I conoeive the passage to re-
late to the change of the day of sabbatical observance from
the seventh to the first, and as assigning the reason of that
ehange,—namely, that as the original Sabbath was insti-
tuted m commemoration of God's finishing and resting
froim his work of creation,—so the New Testament Sab-
bath is assigned to be commemorative of the Lord Jesus
Chist’s finishing and resting from Ais work-—the work of
redemption: ¢ There remaineth, therefore, a sabbatism
to the people of God; ror he that is entered into his
xeat, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did
from hia.” -

The only other observation necessary respecting the
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terinis of the text, relatés to the word Sentiitesi’s++Thets
remaineth, therefore, s ‘sdbbitisttl’ 80 peophts dfoGibd”
It is very natural for the reader to associate with thiswond
t.ixe }(Tea of somet'bing whidhi, 16 all'= 416 pdophe wHEBd "
in succession while, on éarth, is th8 vbjett P aatheiphsion
and’ hope,— i remaitiing to'eash ‘st the dods o riv enrslaly
p'l'l.g'rll'nage, and’ ¢ remaining™ to' il celéctively; whandle
wbole congregahon of the ‘reédéerned shalll Mave: bssumbled
in tble upper sn,nctnary ""It'should Hot'be fergetren; hdvi
ev”, what 'is 'the design and’'strictitd of ‘this HWpibtle.
The general subject of it ib,"the succbssion’ of 'the gospel
dls}‘)ensatlon to that of the luw; themanner i whieh dhe
latter was to be fiilfilléd 4nd superseded by:the fore.
o Tlle law made nothmg perféct.” It was's the dhuddw
of' good thmgs to cothe.” ''These'gotd ritigh'whielt: wege
to come, “ rematned Yor the pedpte of '@ed,” uhdur thbwew
é;élpnbmy, “when the old should have passed away! '/Fisis
seems to be the sense of the term in our text. ‘I shsil pot
spend time in illustiation and proof of the propriesypf
I‘ﬁi’s e:éplanatlon of it. No one who carefully teuderthe
e 1stfe can doubt that it is equally éapable of this ncosepta-
tlon as of the other. This is all 1 plead for. ' IF de Rwo
' senses are eqwﬂly legitithate, thé context must Me
‘ wiucb of the two is to He preferred. When tve'
says, cimp xi. 89, 40, « These all, having obtahledtgwd
mPort through faith, reéceived not the promise'; ‘God hav-
mg ‘provided some better thing for us, ‘that they without
us should' not be made perfect;” he speaks of the dispen-
satnon of higher and more abundant prlv‘ilege whidh was
to succeed the Patriarchal and the Mosaic :—aad: dvery
ﬂ‘ung differernit ‘and superior ‘which'it was the: design of
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God ther %0 introdpoe, might, with_ perfect propriety, be
ssiid ibothawe 4 remginad for his people” under thas dispen-
satien. y
Mn,lamwell aware, an obstacle wlnch,m the
mindy: of many, perhaps of mest of my hearers, will lie in
thovway of the ready acceptance of my present argument.
Bhewoiare fow: things which more powerfully impede con-
vintion, than & previous habit of mind. With such a habit
Jhave now .49, contend. It is the habit of having, long
shd; jnyaxiably, attached to the terms of my text a differ-
s meaning from that which I am affixing to them. Most
Bhristaenshave never read the verse—< There remaineth,
therefovey p rest for the peeple of God,”—but they have
thpnghtof -hepven, In prayers, in public discourses, in
peivate eonverastion, thay have heard it, and they have
maed ff,-in the same.sense. So that « the rest that re-
miginethfor the .people of God” has become a fixed and
«approprinted designation for the place of bliss. The
phaasé,.in this acceptation, is part of the stamped and ac-
-stredited currency of the language of Zion. And to affix
oy ik, ppokher meaning is not only an interference with
-wetablished psage and the convenience of customary
.phresealogy: ;. it is,apt to be felt by the pious mind as a
.ipuination of & more serious nature. It is not the loss of a
«phrese.merely ;. it is the disturbance of the mind’s settled
-msdcigtions. . . It is the dispersion of those sweetly-sooth-
fing thoughts of heaven, which the phrase has been wont to
suggest. The text has been a pillow to the weary head
vim thehours of care and sorrow ; a pillow, on which many
.»» /plesaing vision: of the land of rest has cheered the dis-
-consolate, apirit, Buf. let the children of God . bethink
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thentbtlves.-: A chamge in the:iveaning! ofiis dint ismes.a
chabighin the nature of heaven. ! Thusiit-is ar dtmtnre.
manig for the people of God” is still: & -Bible toethiye
axd, If they ‘inust have a particalar texn; tw wiichsotiteir
mindé msy attach the contempintions and hepes: that: huve
clastered around this, they eannot be at a loss;' whidé there
staiide - in':the ‘word of God: the delightful assuvanve;
«-Blevedd are the dead that die.in the: Lord—tHur waer
FROM TH®IR 1LABOURS.”. Let them:bethink therselyes
further. Truth should ‘be their ‘wolo ohjects: their ondy
qwestion, respecting any part of the divine werd, Whatis
thé mind of the Spirit? It is their duty, shevefore,'to
divest their minds of all biassing prepessessions;and &b ceme
to the passage before us; as if it were: for the first tike.
And surely every child of God ‘will -iagree with' me da
‘thinking, -that if the passage is fairly and legitunately.
made out to be a New Testament statute for the sabbatime
of the first day of the week, it is wo trivial end thatis
answered. There is nothing lost; for heaven remains the
same :—there is much gained; for a divine sanction is
found to an important duty and a precious privilege. : ::

It is of importance to a right understanding of the text,
and of the argument founded npon it; to ascertain with
correctness the relation in which it stands to the verses
that precede it. The ninth verse, « There remaineth,
therefore, a rest to the people of God,” is usually consid-
ered as the point which the previous train of reasoning i
directly-intended to prove. . Now, were this the case, I
freely confess that I should find some difficulty in meking
my ground good. It is an admitted rule in reasoning,
that there should not be any thing in the eonclusion be-
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yond; or: differant fasmaswhatiis in-the premises.. - Were
the  ninth varee,tham the point.ite.be. preved; and. .the
word. thare tiatislatiic rest, meant .something: guite.diliex-
entfloom .the word so tinslated im the preceding nontext,
the atgumeat would unquestionably be ksble to theoljesr
tiomy rwhich -has accordingly been urged against it,% thas
there:is something!'in. the conclusion which ig not. in .the
premises, - It deoesinot appear ta me, hewever, that ;the
proposition in:¢he ainth verse is properly the point to-be
proved.- by whet. precedes; but tha¢ it is rather an infer-
ence orconclusion drawn: from the point there established.
I do not mean by this, that it is not the point which the
waiter had chiefly in his. view ; -but only that ke draws it
in.the form of a dedaction from something else which he
had alweady. preved. From verse 3d. to verse 8th, thereis
an,-argament : and- the simple question is, whether.the
ninth werse be the propesition which that argament is de-
signed to.prove ; or whether the proposition proved by is
be met rather that which is stated #n the beginning of verse
8d, « We who have believed do enter into ress.” This
latter appears to me the true state of the case; and them,
fram the establishment of that propesition, verse 9th is kn
immediate deduetion. The writer, it is true, might have
his eye in a special manner directed to the inference which
h¢ maeant to draw :—but still, an inference deduced from
the proof of any point is an enenuﬂlydaﬂ'umtthngﬁom
tlle point proved.

*. Taking this, then, as our pnnclple of mtarpretntlon, let
n¢ consider a little the proposition with which he sets.out,

'S«PhreeandMlclunonlho passage,
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e Hsstner th Whivirissrproves kiuewdy snd thes, ¢(aiis
Wl hi¥e 'as" presunt’ ddpetislly ve dorwith yrahiscizifirdain
dGAcAT fromr HiThe propesition-to be preved iddimsin
bejsinntng of the third versewus For we wiso kave bbhieved
do'diteer intd rest.” By shiv ) understand the:eavehly
& evefhsting rest: - ‘This might be shewn by a risieypmel
it prevbding context. Frém dhap: il 6; onwhrds; fbe
WHite ¥ objéet evidently is $0 warm: against apostapy-mid
th efi¢ctidrage tb perseverance in'the profesiion of the fyithi
Fhie’ '6Bject’ e pursues in-part by bringing befurd: then
di*ékaitliple of the. conseinences -of unbelief, mpproprists
€ theid case* as Hebrews,—the example, nsxaelyy of the
Fibe''that <eatho oat of Egypt by Mescs,” wthvse inbe
‘Kevitg rebellion exoluded thom from: Canaan; snddecme
theth to die in the wilderness by the sentence of  Kijm who
o gware n his ‘wrath, they shall not enter into sy rest
&ii this examplo he dwells to the close of the precedisy
chapter :—and; having drawn it to a ‘conolusien: in_thded
wWigHihi2x 8o we seo that they could not enter in bedikise
ofisiilielibf "—he pointedly applies it in the begimnipgdf
Mg v «Liet ws; therefore, fear, lest; a prorizist. being
I 94:6f entering into-his rest, any of 'yourshould siem
t¥ &omagsort'of it.” The promise meant in-thesb Wwerds
i B&-1iy Other than the promise of the eternal inkericanyey
piéBigured by that which was earthly and'temiporels—ssiRor
witth"tis/" heé adds in the second werse, <was the goapsl
préackied as well as-unto them,”—or, more literally, «.for
W hatvé ‘good' tidings declared to:us, as well ns ¢hby/
I#Ts'trde’ dhiat the good tidings declared to them - had i
mbdinté rélation to the land of promise, the earthly Cansan
But still; their unbelief amounted to the rejection of the
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diving preinkes gimenally, oo oontained in the cp¥gRuRt
voithe Atbralrians, | )I6- was wnbeliof of the goepel, in its.they
stiteriofi discovary | when truths and promises were gpny
boyodd sl types aind figures, and what ia spiriceal, heavenlyy
wab evatlasting ‘was -couched under what. was eacthly,
tempansl; and tramsitory. The tidings were ta them. ip
vilin ;2nd it 'was their unbelief that lost them the promised
blesaing s~ the ward preached did mot prafit.them,, not
lilingt meizerl with fixith ini them.that heard it.” Thep, in
inariedingt donmexion with this statement of the..cause.of
theivgfonfeiting the benefi¢ -of the promise, namely their
widadoof 7 fuithy. there. follows the propasition—< For we
ohbibavedihieved do enter into rest;” or rather, « into the
teaty3obthat is, the rest referrad to in the first versg, sa
dilinighloinise. 1« The. propesition, then, is, that even new,
tinder the gospel dispensation, there is a rest into. which
weilentes; and enter by.faith,—obtaining it through the
belitf of the testimony and promise of Geod. gl

»+{iPhintis the:proposition which he goes on to establish.
Yim poeof is addressed, in a special manner, to Hebrewy,
amd whith the appearance of difficulty, it is really as simple
asqib islsltrt. Verses 3—8. < For we which ‘hayve be-
libved de:enter into- rest, a8 he. said, As I have sworn in
myirwwathiyif they shall enter into my rest :.although, the
wutkes: wiere. finished from the foundation of the woxld.
Fepdwe spake in a certain place of the seventh day on this
wise; AndGod did rest the seventh day from all his works.
Andi‘in this place again, If they shall enter into my rest.
Seeing therefore it remaineth that some must enter. there.
imy:and they to whom it was first preached entered nat in
betndee. of unbelief ;~-again, he limiteth. a certain_day,
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ssying. in David, To-day, afier s long A time; 4e if is
wid, To-day,  ye will hear his vaice, hardgn, ngt you
hearta. For if Joshua had given them rest, then wauld hy
nof;.afterward bave spoken of another dpx,"-—ln ﬂlupp-
twn.d'thmargnment,letntbenotwed. —

iy e

rests 3—the seventh day rest, of cessapxoq and mmnhqegcy,
from the work of creation ; the rest, of Cangan, into which,
by divine aid, Joshua conducted the Israelites; and the
everlasting rest, or final repose and blessedness of heaven,

2. Secondly :—When Jehovah, with a divine oath, de-
clared respecting the race that had come out of Egypt
by Moses,— they shall not enter into my rest,”—he
could not, by possibility, mean the first of these thyee
rests, the rest of the seventh day, or the creation rest,—
inasmuch as that rest had been entered into by the, people
of God from the beginning,—even from the time when
«“the works were finished from the foundation of the
werld.” I say, it had been entered into by the people of
God. This, as I hinted in a former discourse, is the only
view of the case that could be of any avail in the apostle’s
argument. On the supposition of that rest being confined
to Jehovah himself, and of no instituted observance of it
having had place amongst men for twenty-five centuries
after, it would have been nothing to his purpose :—for,
although the works were finished from the foundation of
the world, if Jehovah only had rested, the rest of the
seventh day would still have remained to be < entered
into” on the part of his people. It is true, indeed, that
even on the hypothesis of the sabbath having been first
instituted in the wilderness, the institution was previous
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to the ‘oath 'of éxcltision fronh ‘Cunan.’ But this is' not-

droﬁdonirﬂxeh%he apostle argues. When kid come
clndes ‘thiat thie rest meant in that oath of exclusion could
not be the sevenrth day rest, the conelusion is draiwn) not
from the fact of the seventh day rest having previously
commenced in the wilderness, but from the fact df the
« works having been finished,” and the divine rest-from
theim having consequently been participated by ks peopls;-
“from the foandation of the world.”—The rest mesnt;
then, in the oath of éxclusion,  they shall not enter into-
my rest,” is the rést into which God had promised to con-
duct his people in Canaan. And he calls it “my rest,”
not only because he had provided it, and pledged his truth
and power for its béestowment, saying, My presence shall
go with thee, and I will give thee rest,”—but also, because
there He was himself to fix his dwelling-place,—the same
<« presence” which was to “go with” Moses and Israel,
and to “give them rest,” engaging at the same time to
settle amongst them, and to protect and bless them. « The
Lord hath chosen Zion : he hath desired it for hi¢ habita-
tion : this i is my rest for ever; here will I dwell, for l
have desired it.” !

8. Thirdly :—In the ninety-fifth Psalm there oceurs a
solemn admonition to the Jews of David’s time, to beware
of imitating the unbelief and hardness of heart exempli-
fied by the generation that fell in the wilderness. It is
in’ these words :—< For we are his people, and the sheep
of his hand. To-day, if ye will hear his voice, harden
not your heart, as in the provocation, and as in the day
of temptation in the wilderness: When your fathers
tempted me, proved me, and saw my work. Forty years
long was I grieved with this generation, and i, Wt w
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people that:do eir int ‘their heart, and they hitve wat Léwe
my ‘ways: Unto whom I sware in ‘my wrath,' thibt -t
gheuld net enter into my rest.”® The apostlé hntidrpres
this language as implying, or more than'ithphyilip]ithe
the Jews of thut period might also’ exclude: ehemidives
frot ‘God's promised rest; and fail of entering/in Buskmb
of wnbelief: But - the west into wlhich it was pessiblefor
thein to fail of entering, eould:not be the: rest-of the ehrdhly
Canasn; for that rest they and their fithets hind' bohyg
aetvally possessed. From this, therefore, it appetwrad; ik
i God's promise of rest there was included s ‘rest altetior
to'thit of the earthly Canaan. This inference the upas
daws, with much simplicity and poin, in the dightwere
&iFor if Joshua had given them rest”-thut-is; i) theodi
vitte promise of rest had been verified to the fal‘amdim
oftits intended import by the settlemerrt-bf Yarasltismden
the obndact ‘of Joshua, in the land - of ‘Canaswji—sndhdn
would'he not afterward have spoken of anothér daytls
of knother day, in which the rest was sti]l to be: bhted
mtoi-and in which there should still be the possibyiliy¥sd
the' danger of forfeiting and coming shortof lit—i+Bat
Fib.(the Holy Ghost namely) did speak, of anbiher ddf
+u0f 'a  period long subsequent to « Joshu's givinjs dHosi
rost;” when his people by name and profession!ate bt
exhorted on the one hand, to  hear-his voioe;!! and weity
obdain the promised rest, and stil' admomished: onsthe
other, that if they refused to hear they must ineut the
semtence of exclusion. It necessarily follows, that irv-dhe
promise of God’s covenant there is another rest them:that
ofGanuan }—which can only be'the- rest of  the hexverly

i e, i W 4 ediv e e deuad bus 9an9’

® Psalm xcv. 7—11.
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opnntay hypified byithet,of the:enxthly inberitanon -iAmd,
thigtis #he raut-inso; which % se who hase belisved do entend:
Kc#lq-x]ﬂiﬂ $het, mrhich: typﬁed ity ohhmed by futh.and-
Mﬂmh;ﬂw . s cparugrst endy
salihawrgnment from Davld'i langnage A Pnlmxav«m
the, ¥877 samey-in.xelevaucy and. conclusiveness; whethet:
itohe, pimaiderad. as addressed to the Jows of his:own!timg,
o A prophetionl,-and: relating to & still. subsequens periok
~riol thatime, bf the Messiah, the season of his reign,.Ahn
gempebdax... That.the. word.day in the pessage quoted, ne.
o yarieus.ather aecasions, denotes.a period. of -time of ine
definitn daration, is clear, from .another. part.of Pauls
wgitingss R./Con. vis 2, where, after admonishing thoseté
wihon 1y writeasto beware of « receiving. ther gwaca jof
Gastiurenaaled: by the gospel «in vain,” he subjoins,
popvnthetieally;. for their encouragement~—*.Kor he saith,
‘lhiave._hegrd thee.in a time accepted, and in the day.af
salvagion, bave I succoured thee :’ behold now is. the e
eopbork-tizae ;. behold now is the day of salyation,”. . The
Sascopied. time,! and ¢ the day of salvation;” are the syme
potiod—she. period, namely, of the gospel dispensstier.
Fhd wdenstanding of the words in the ninety-fifth Pealsd
profthetically, while it ean hardly be said to add auy thing
wthe,validity of the apostle’s argument, imparts te itjan
aiditiqnal apprepriateness, by giving it 8 more direet dp-
Phioationisarthese. whom he addresses,—to. the Jews of his
o time, . o
a{ksof it not he ubjeeted to our applying the expressien,
“Mevmho.have believed, do enter into rest,” to the evex-
Insting:on beavenly rest,:that the verb is .in the present
tense, and must therefore relate to what has place now, in
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the present life. It is mo unusual thing for the presest
tense of the verb to comprehend a.period of indefinite
duration, distinguished by a special charaater, and. go to
be applied to the past, the present, and the futnre of that
period,—denoting rather the certainty of the comnexion
between it and that which is affirmed as taking plage.in
it. When our Lord says, John xviii. 36, ¢ Now..ig my
kindom not from hence,” he expresses the character.af, bis
reign, not merely at the time when he uttered the worn,
«(for then, indeed, the reign so characterised had not,prv-
-perly commenced,) but during the whole.future, pexipd of
-its duraticn. On the same principle,  We who. haye b
lieved, do enter into rest,” means simply, that, ymdeg the
present dispensation, there is a rest intp which beligyers
-do successively enter. o ,,'m,

- Such, then, is the simple proof of the propasitionin
the beginning of verse 3d, “ We who have. balieved,so
-emter into rest:"” It may be thus summed up:—God syware,
respecting the race that came out of Egypt. by Mppes,
~#they shall not enter into my rest.” That rest copld.pt
-be-the areation rest; for the creation rest had been engaed
‘inte from the beginning. It was the promised:rest of
Oansan. But long after the time when Joshua, had om-
ducted Israsel into the rest of Canaan, David, by the Hely
Ghost, admonishes the Jews, either of his own_ tima,.or
-prophetically of a time to come, to beware of the exzmple
of those ¢ who entered not in because of unbelief,” intimst-
ing that unbelief should incur to themselves a similar, for-
-feiture. Now, this forfeiture could not be of the rest wiiich
Joshup had given ; because Canaan hadlongheenq;&l
-possession. . ‘Theve must still, thevefiore,. be.a..xogf, st
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which beliovers emier; tnd'thdreu is the rest of the
mmmng inheritanee. o
' “Thi enly further difficulty attending this simple view
ob'chis phisiidire; 'is'ulso of 8 verbal kind. The sixth.verse
vridutitly uthitos the ground of some sequence, which she
tebdésd, of cburse, expects to fellow :—** Seeing, therefore,
‘W rémitfeth that-some' mast enter therein, and -they to
Whom ‘it way fivst preached entered not in, beeause. of wa-
billief *-Liviirit follows? - The diffieulty of answering: this
sWmidngly kithple question has beem felt, and has been
‘viioxmly’ solved. < In oar English Bibles, verses 7i—10,
#he geherilly ifitluded in a parenthesis; and the sequemce
‘#4 @' fotmdl itr verse 11, « Let us-labour, therefore, to
st Hhto thist ‘rest,'lest any man fall after the same - ex-
ample of unbelief.” But this is worse than a cutting of
¥ Koty is tying snother. It is nullifying the paren.
Ihétic verses; throwing ‘them' entirely out of - connexion
Witlr the’ apostie’s argument, and depriving them of -sny
wnplicit 'sense éf ‘their own. Other critics, faneying-she
“Widittng ‘incomiplete, have supplied the conclusion from
"Wt phecedes, as if the writer had thought it unneeessaty
"FotAlly't4- expross it :—< Seeing, therefore, it remaineth
Wad ¥oe irust enter therein, and they te whom it:was
"#ddt preached entered mot in, becanse of unbelief”~<{ive
oMy Aaoé Belicved do emter into it.]®  But thia is, by no
\hierts, Hl:ethe ax'phcitness of a reasoner such as P-H'
Hiy 1

101 o Biseh - is. the filing up of the nppaainlhpu,uloptd by ,Dr
\Jpere, Ségart, of Andover, Maps. U. S., in his able Critical Commen-

| on the Erlntle.
'% ‘evidlene of the apostis'of the Gentiles huving been the' Yever
H&Mﬁ so Sinfifdotury, @at T have thas ventured te assumeit.



There is..in fast . ne difficulsy. . The apesyle; dui-thanahelh
ceding premises  had - canducted thim: +/ T ! wedlivhled
romaineth? bave reference nos to-the time afrlideuuithy,
bat tn.the -point. at which he had advamosil s Sdesainpw-
ment.. Ansl then be proceeds.to. add smnethemlinkytmebas
plete the chain, and. ¢stablish. his positiens: kieduidileed
tht when God sware, « theyshall net entir-alito mywdy!
ha conld not meen the creation .ress 1—and, they, toniiin
the good tidinga :of the rest of the proutined Uamd: awd
first preached .nat having entered in Hecanse: of. kbl
lief'~vthe quention returns, Sinoe ¢ spue suetien mvihevlt
im,” mo promise of (God being in vain, was ther@lffinsss
of the promise of rest completed hy-the actual piesteissiey
of Cansan, st the end of the fortyiyears of ptnshesenitg!
tion in the wilderness ? . This is:the point-whick: himutefih
ence to David is intended .to settle.. By ithat sinfogphe
connected with the eighth. verse, in whicki he-applieb iyl
completes his chain of proof, making it evidens shat them
must have been more in. the -promise. than; the enshiy
‘Canasn ; else, after that rest: had..been. aftained, shal
oamld have been np subsequent possibilisy of corvdmg liet
of the promise; o whigh: ppsaibility,. hewekan, Devids
admonitions are founded., R R N o)

¥rom the point thus praved, I have gaidythe teng-isus
infievence, or corollary : —These things being) soy i folldws
as a consequence, that ¢ there remaineth a sabbatisnuéd
the people of God.”—What, then, is the greund.ef .t
inference? It appears to me to.lie in this:~Thaqgue
former  rests, . the, crestion rest and: the . Cansant.. suelyss
the - completion .of .the. Jrori .of . exeatinn,-arsk.she omsie



tlempenst of his poeple; biy a series of wonders; in the Jand
of grestion,——ewere doth commemorated by the keeping of a
webigth, . The seventh day was sacred to the remembrasice,
wntemplition, snd worship, of that- Almighty Being-who
ypunetel all things by the word of his power,” and who
sdoemod his- poople from the bondage of Egypt, und
bovngies themt to the rest which he had promised te their
fatherys:: - The finishing of the work of creation was'thie
eigimal or primary reason for the celebration of tie' sabs
‘buth ;.snd on this ground it was enjoined on the Teraulitek,
Bdwd..xx. 8-=11. : The redemption from Egypt was, at
Shasisme time; as we formerly saw, superadded: as a further
monmehiti for the: observance of it, in associntion with the
pobwisaly emisting -ground, Deut. v. 12—-15. In the'sab-
bgtiaal/soet-therefore, the people of God -under the ‘old
dispenantion were to unite the remembrance of his power
and-goddnens; both as displayed in creation, and as dis-
pingd: i their deliverance from Egypt and their settle-
weslt in/iCansan.—From this consideration the inférutibe
Qislvar: imi the text appears very naturally to arite.If
thade tive manifestations of God were commemorated by
sy waured to the recollection and celébration of théwtt ;
«dilfs Jdhovalx restod und called hispeople to rest with Hiny,
in the completion of creation, and in taking possession, by
mistetwoug hand and stretelied-out arm,” of: that « gdod
lewd)'):where he was to place his name, to fix his habitd-
oyt display his glory, and to receive the homage of
hid'chesbn worshippers :—ehall not a work and a rest in-
emipaibly more excellent and glorious than either have
itn-dwy of-geaseful axd-joyful commemoration ? shall there
boano wigtdi-celobention of the grest redemption :fvished
e
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by the Son of God, and of the Redeemer's rest after it,
as the anticipation and pledge of that everlasting rest into
which those who believe his gospel enter by faith? Shall
the people of God not be called upor to rest with him in
that all-perfect work of righteonsness and mercy, in which
his holy justice has rested with the fulness of satisfaction,
and on which his Jove repeses with infinite delight?—
The work of Redemption is transcendently the greatest
of all the doings of the Lord. Jt was the theme and the
sum of all ancient type, and promise, and prophecy; it
was the object of the joyous anticipations and hopes of all
generations of God's people from the fall, till the fulness
of time ; it was the guiding star of the whole course of
the providential administration of Jehovah from the firwe
promise onwards to the same glorious hour, and has been
to the present day; the deliverance from Egypt and the
settlement in Canaan were bat two of the subservieat and
preparatory steps to its accomplishment ; and to the very
world which oecupied the six days of creatien, it has given
its highest glory, as the chosen theatre of its wonderful
transactions. It is a work, pregnant with the most illus-
trious honour to Ged, and the richest benefit to man,—
a work, celebrated by the acclamations of angels, and fil-
ing heaven, through eternity, with wonder, love, and praise !
Shall this greatest and best of God's works,~—this work of
combined holiness, and justice, and: trath, and power, and
mercy, by which all other works are eclipsed snd thrown
into shade, “ having no.glory by resson of the glory thas
excelleth,”—shall this work not have it due share of com~
memorasive celebrasion ? shall it have no part in the hal-
lowed remempuances. of the day of saered rest? Shal
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that day be abolished; as the very time when the sublim~
est.and most interesting subject of commemoration, and
the most animating and delightful theme of praise, has just
been introdwced P—the memnorial of the divine works be
set saide, when the worthiest of remembrance has just
been done.?—No, saysthe apostle. This great work shall
not want its memorial. It shall not only have a part in
the celebrations of the sabbath—but by the change of the
day it shall have the precedence and preeminence assign-
ed to.it amongst the subjects of commemoration and
praise :—*¢ There remaineth, therefore, a sabbatism to
the people of God: for he that is entered into his rest he
also hath ceased from his own works, as God did frem
hin>” .

. In sopport of this view, let the following eonsidera-
tigns be carefully attended to:—

.1. The change of the word in this verse, formerly ad-
verted to. A different word is used for ¢ rest” in the
vexses preceding, and resumed in those which follow.—
Was there no design in this change? no design in using
this particular word here, whilst another is used both
before and after ?—It is very true that gned writers often
chsmge their words, for the sake of variety: but good
reasoners will be cautious how they intreduce different
Sexms into their conclusion from those which they have
used in their premises;* and especially terms, which,

» It will be recollected, that I am speaking here of the views of
these whe consider the ninth verse as the conclusion eome to from the
poaending reasening, wnderstanding the ¢ rest which remaineth for
the people of God” as meaning the heavenly rest, and se identifying
Qbe proposition with that in the third verse, ¢ We who have believed do
entdiInte rest.” :
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although they mey - be used synonimously; are susceptible
also of a different meaning.: In.the present. instanne; the
word in_our text is more than susoeptible of such » mem-
ing. Its proper import, acoording  to the.only weageby
which it can be ascertained, (that of the Septuagimtiven
sion) is the keeping of a sabbatk. - Being regularly feamed
from the verb used in that version for the observance-of the
sabbatical rest, the Hebrews would most.natuinlly :seqn
derstand it. Ve b oot Wk
It is, moreover, an admitted rule .of mtewpretaties,
that words ought to be understood in their proper semsb,
in preference to that which is figurative, in every instahoe
in which the latter is not required by the obvious maces
sity of the case. The heavenly rest may, in a figusativh.
sense, be called a sabbatism. This we do net dery:+ Bt
if an equally natural and consistent interpretasiomofothe
passage can be given, taking the word in its more! prisper
and literal acceptation, it is entitled to the preferencesok
is surely in iteelf a somewhat singular thing, shatimishis
verse alone the word for the keeping of » sabbatislesld
have been introduced, and not at all in-any of thessrwigsh
precede or follow; in which, if it had indeedr theameb
meaning with the other that is: used, it:would woficom®
have suited equally well. -~ . . - ¢ ey gt
- 2. It appears to be natural andreascnable,:ib sauhisn
epistle as this'to the Hebrews, to expeot; a priom, dr pre-
viously to our actunal knowledge of its contents,:that: seahe
notice should be taken of such:a change as that:frorxshe
seventh to the first day of the week; as the.day. of sdbbadi-
cal rest. Not because the Sabbath was a merelyi Jokvish
institation, & part of the Sinaitic  eeremomisk. -:[Weimre,
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aldomphy soen that iv-was not. But one’ef the reasonk en-
fdscingiits observance: was peculiar to Ierael; .and the
oslebration' of the'seventh day all their’ fathers had
rdceived aid adhered to, as a part of the will of the God
ofAbralsam; and Isane, and Jacob.—I- employ the present
egoament; liowever; with a full impression of the caution
viqtisive in judging a prieri of what we might reasonably
expeet t0:find -ix any part of the divine. communications.
All that I say is this,—and surely it will not be denied
mtsithas if $he words otherwise admit, without any un-
dae straigping, the sense I am putting upon them, the con-
siderasion: of its being natural to look for such an intima-
tienvin such an epistle,—of its. occarring in quite a suita-
-bles sk appropriate place and connexion,—gives a previ-
stk presumpsive probability to.the interpretation.—There
id me direet and pointed testimony to the .change of the
sxbbath to be found in the . New.Testament, unless it be
dere.i Not (it is necessary for ‘me to repeat) that the
Arwsin: of reasoning pursued in former discourses is at all
iineelund or unsatisfactory :—but still, notwithstanding the
Jegitimaey and conclusiveness of the argument from mat-
-gem. of flact! for the alteration of the day, a positive intima-
tiom) on-a subject so interesting, and so materially affecting
the practice of the whole church of God, will by all be
admisted to be desirable.

-1 I do not, in this, assume the divine authority for the
change,:and, having founded upon this assumption the rea-
emnshlemess of expecting to find some notice- taken of it,
-found. again upon this reasonableness an evidence of the
-watharity j»wwhich would be:reasoning in a circle. I only
asmsine/the wnquestionable: matter of fact, of the ceseation,
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in the Christian church of the seventh day, and the substita-
tion of the first:—and, if this was »not the divine inteh\ion,
the reasonableness of expecting some notice of the subjest s
as well founded on this negative supposition as on the doa-
trary; inasmuch as such notice was necessary, for prevent-
ing a change which was inconsistent with the divime will
8. According to the ordinary interpretation of the ps-
sage, the tenth verse refers to the deliever in Christ enter-
ing into the heavenly rest at death, and thus cesasing aad
reposing from his works and his trials—Now, that heaven
is represented as such a rest, I have already granted—
¢« Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord from henoe-
forth: yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their
labours, and their works do follow them,” Rev. xiv. 13~
But two objections to this interpretation suggest them-
selves, which appear of no small weight.—Thefirst, is thatit
seems to be asufficiently bold comparison, toliken a believer
ceasing from his toils and sorrows on earth, and from his
.« work of faith and labour of love,” to the Almighty and
infinite God ceasing from the stupendous and peculisrly
divine work of the creation of the universe. Jesus, indeed,
8o compares himself—¢ My Father worketh hitherto, and I
work :"—but, when applied to a feeble mortal, ending his
employments and sufferings here below, I cannot but feel
(though it may be a false refinement) as if the comparison
savoured of presumption. I grant, that if an inspired
writer has actually used it, it cannot be liable to any such
charge ; the presumption would be in venturing to censure
it. But perhaps (for in this I would speak with diff-
dence) the circumstance of its apparent boldness may be
- admitted as a collateral and subsidiary proof that this is
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not its meaning.—Secondly : In the ordinary view of the
tenth verse, it neither assigns a reason, ner adduces a
proof, of what is affirmed in the ninth. Yet the particle
« For,” with which the verse commences, evidently pre-
sents it in such a connexion. According to the inmterpre-
tation in question, the tenth verse only describes the nature
of the heavenly rest, and affirms the believer's entering
into it :—but this can neither be a reason why it re-
maineth, nor an evidence that it does remain. Nay, it is
not even adirect affirmation of the believer’s entering into
the rest ; but only an affirmation that, in entering into it,
he ceases from his works : « for he that is entered into his
rest, he also hath ceased from his own works, as God did
from his.” The « for,” the particle of causation, evidently
connects here, not with the « entering into his rest,” but
with the « ceasing from his works.” It is this cessation
Jrom the works, then, mentioned in the tenth verse, that
forms the principal reason why there ‘remaineth a rest
for the people of God.” But the believer’s cessation from
his works, on entering the heavenly rest, I surely need
not say, is no reason why that rest remaineth for him !
What kind of argument is imputed to the inspired writer,
when he is made to say—There remaineth, therefore, the
heavenly rest to the people of God ; for the believer who
enters into that rest, ceases from his own works, as God
did from his! Certainly this is neither a reason nor a
proof. Examine the connexion of the two verses; and
1 am persuaded that the more closely you do so, the con-
viotion will strengthen, that, according to the ordinary
exposition, the tenth, although beginning with the particle
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- & On the other hand, supposs the teuth verse torefit
not to the believer, but to the believer's Lortgwialliig
then, consistent, and full of beauty and foree. .Fhe:ille
tive. particle has its clear and obvious meaning. ' Ioaedifes
an appropriate and adequate reason for a new sabbatignd:
for a change corresponding to the circumstemces aif the
New Testament dispensation,—a change, which{ should
give the finished work of the divine Redeemer ithe
first place among the subjects of joyful and hely delebrs
tion. It points out an interesting and striking exinlogy
between the reason of the seventh-day sabbath, and. sl
reason of the first; the former being a commemorabiows
the finished work of creation, the latter of the . finkshel
work of redemption.—This, too, gives the allusiom in/dhe
phrase, « as God did from his,” its full amount of neaxisg.
The analogy thus stated, is evidently designed to give
force to the preceding conclusion. It leads to & farther
analogy. It intimates, that, as there is a correspondends
between God’s ceasing from his work at creatiom: qud
“ he that is entered into his rest ceasing from his,” shest
is a correspondence also in the consequence. This eomes
out in its full force from the connexion of the versus for
which we plead :—as when God ceased from his work:of
creation, the day of his resting was hallowed as a sablis-
tism, or day of commemorative rest to his peoples ‘se,
when Jesus finished the work of redemption, and- resteil
from it in his resurrection and his reception to the right
hand of God, that blessed day was to be in, all time
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inlg, theidny; ofosabbutionl redti-andivedslormtiont:-bs)the
ordinary. interpretationythe:spirits ofithisallesidn, add:ef
v amslogy vukwedted by ity is dmtireky lostos ' Bat when
‘asnkidercthed part/of-dhedressow for-asNew Festtment
alibatiitin, we;fech howrfencibly it:telln-en the-comclusios :
s$43hexaremaineth; thereford;she.koeping of » sabbativto
thapoaple of,God ;FoR he-thatia; eteried intorhis ress; e
«olio Thath oessad:from his ewneworkes;- a8 Gop DID FROM
1 The dangnage éf Gen. iiv11-8; might, iw the full spirit
-afiityberactetimodsted tethe work of Jesus, when he rose
-firedn(thevdedd, rand: to the) censequent mnctification of the
figotaduy ofi tho-wieek :+Thusithe week ef salvation was
‘fittished, .dnd!dll- its) gloriens- ends secured. - And on the
¥rst) day o the week;+ Jesns. rose from the. grave,~and
$inbllyiirested from.: the .wark: which he  had’ done +—
sifhereforestlie ascended Juowd bleksed the: Frasp DYy and
Jallowed it.tnonn. ftul - ad e G e
57ig. oTHisuyiew: of the ﬁstr'dﬂy Bnbbath ‘aocords pri-
widdyi itk the) fucty bs te:the: propeninatire of ithe -dwy.
JBash nohptitsi this-Sahbath 3 118 it-notexactly what': thie
feaplamatien of theltext intimates—a vommerhoration of the
Snishéd storknof Jetusid—-asokeimy and-delightful). rémem.-
hravsoadd celebratpasiiof.ibdiia reit of thb believing soul
49t theivompletodiaedemptiorn; frone the: Assuramés of Po-
thosiab's perfectinid-eternal satidfaction with it Pw day
Widay ineGod's dadviation, beoanse: hetthas. ' shelled o da-
ourfiaest”’ inlthe ancepted offering-of his Son —uday-of
Ipaveenl and.soviabijubilee;iof spidithel: pedce; and :ghad-
sigde, oitsl shankegivingiih memany ofi-#im whio + finished
Sheswinks that.orasf given hiysitd)dos”l-sslio was ‘deliteved
ifor pur offences, and. rmseda2gam for. our justification:?’
e
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¢« The stone which the builders refused, is - became the
head-stone of the corner.  This is the Lerd's deing;dt
is marvellous in our eyes. THIs 18 THE DAY whish: the
Lord hath made; we will rejoice and be glad ini it{”
Peal. exviii. 22—24. Thus, in prophetic language, was
ﬂleubbmcdxutoftheMmahmdhnpeoplem
priately and besutifully announoced.

6. Iamqmteawmofmobjeeﬂ&whmhhbm
urged against this view of the text, drawn from the verse
which follows: verse 11, ¢« Let us labour, therefore, to
enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same ex-
ample of unbelief.” How, it has been asked, can be-
lievers be exhorted to labour to enter into the keeping
of a Sabbath? Certainly they cannot; and, were the
only reference of the rest in verse 1lth, into which
believers are exharted to labour that they may enter, to
the sabbatism in verse 9th, this would be fatal to the
interpretation. But it is not so. The ohjection proceeds
on a misapprehension. The admonition te * labour to
enter into that rest” has reference, not to the sabbatism
in the 9th verse, but to the rest in the 10th,—the rest
into which «“ he who has ceased from his work” has es
tered, which his people are all destined to share with

" him, and of which our Sabbaths on earth, im commemeo-
ration of his work, are at once the prelibation and the
pledge. We commemorate Christ’s rest, and antieipate
our own.

I have said, that in the commemorative celebrations of
the New Testament Sabbath, although redemption hss
the lead, creation is not excluded. So far from it, thst
there is between the one and the other an intevesting and
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et pleasing assoeiation. When we contemplate and cele-
brate the wonders of creation, we are charmed with the re-
membrance that all the omnipotence of the Creator pertains
to Him who is the God of our salvation. This associa-
tion is finely brought out in some passages of the prophets,
to establisk the faith, and apimate the hopes of Old Tee-
tament saints, in anticipating the fulfilment of divime
engagements, As a specimen, look to Isa. xlii. 5—9,
and Isa. xliv. 23, 24, « Thus saith God the Lord, he that
created the heavens, and stretched them out; he that
spread forth the earth, and that which cometh out of it;
he that giveth breath unto the people upon it, and spirit
to them that walk therein: I the Lord have called thee
in righteousness, and will hold thine hand, and will keep
thee, and give thee for a covenant of the people, for a
light of the Gentiles; to open the blind eyes, to bring
out the prisoners from the prison, and them that sit
in darkness out of the prison-house. I am the Lord;
that is my name : and my glory will I not give to another,
peither my praise to graven images. Behold, the former
things are come to pass, and new things do I declare:
before they spring forth I tell you of them.”-—¢ 8ing, O
ye heavens ; for the Lord hath done it: shout, ye lower
parts of the earth ; break forth into singing, ye mountains,
O forest, and every tree therein: for the Lord hath re-
deemed Jacob, and glorified himself in Israel. Thus
saith the Lord, thy Redeemer, aud he that formed thee
from the womb, I am the Lord that maketh all things;
that stretcheth forth the heavens alone; that spreadeth
abroad the earth by myself” Thus, when we contemplate
Deity in his works, we transfer the lesson and the ime
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pression .18 : his.relation to: sinmers, ‘as -the - < Gdd ‘and
Eather of -our -Liord Jesus Christ ;” and-sssure otrdedves
of. final safety; through the might ‘and wisdeni: of-the.
Greator, plaiged for our suppert, and guidance, and: vie
toty. Welook at the displays of that might and'wisBoie
awbund and above us, and say—« THis God s oun God:
for ever and ever: he will be our guide even untv death.?
When we have found a friend, we delight to dwell«on
his qualifications and resources for doing us good. The
might ‘and the wisdom belong to our blessed’ quepmqr
bimselfy even to Him who, having « finished. his.. w

«enteved into his rest.” By Him were all things cruud;
which are in heaven and which are on earth ;—all ‘thSiigs
were created By him, and For him; and he lqn.uq"qaa
all things; and By him all things consisz.” . Amd-the
‘Spirit, whose province it is to renew and réduve to urdet
the human heart, is the very Spirit that < moﬁell"‘of ola,
with lifesgiving energy, “on the face of the. watirs,.
Thus the omnipotence of the God of creation is-pledged
~by the God of redemption, to fulfil all the purposes of his
gmq:e :—and the omnipotence, too, that by mighty mgm
ond wonders conducted Israel through the .waste.smd
howling- wilderness, and subdued their ememies ‘before
thém, and gave them possession of the land of promise, #
engaged to guide and guard the spiritual Israel through
all the trials and temptations, the duties and the difficul-
ties of their journey to the Canaan above; to bruise Satss
with all his hosts under their feet; and to give them s
sottlement with himself in the inheritance that is ¢ incer-
raptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” = Whils,
on the Christian Sabbath, therefore, we especially cele-
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buste Abo) glosite of redeeming weivefyandl esprens. dur
unitéd ohligations: ter the (Ged' bE grekelin sbngs of adeing
prdiséy) ituid, et to.the’ exclusion githes; of, the-werk of
cavtinng qu.ofithe dalinermacs, feom, Egypt, . .W.e asseciate
alkotha slireg. 1 - WWe ade the saine|God in them all. The
God whe made: the. . world is.the. God of salvation ;. ¢he
God ofl Ahrsham; Issac, and Jacoh, is.the God.and Fasher
ofout,Jetrd; Jobpd Bhaist 18111 5 Lanot wria o g e
ofdl Loy & an ol el s e Bag ccape -3
* On fh". pu eclt' of ghe change of the day o'f ubhlthlllxut,'l have
tdidel b0 ‘néficé of ‘the chloulationis of thode who ‘allége, and, with xie
lissd sagenetdy,lus les; endeavourite s iko: 0 iduty thatwt the depdin-
tupn g sbs Jenetlifen from gyt § 443 was Joaty andithe, Rahbath cone
AopHyAbitted p day back ;. thay thip,wys confirmed gt the timeof the
mihoa and the giving of the ‘ilw;, and continued to be the case till the
PG df otk Lidrd's Yesatrection s that ut thut fime, through tiréani-
staltceb affa similar ind, thers muks thegain br advainosof e day 5 and
thahhy his, mns the, original Sahbsthy waa restoced, the frst day. of
oy, vrﬁk -veally corresponding to what wps the seventh day of the
creafion week.—Although I admit the ingenuity, I am by no means
corft¥iticed of the conclastvéness of'the calohintiéis by whish these wtié:
gasighe hye suppocteds -, Had these ban an intentiona! abange df the diy
a5 Ay Eixodus, (o poawer any divine purpese, it iy reaspnale ¥ suppore
that .the fact, with jts design, would have been recorded. The idea of
(& Hocidental foss of & day, by which the Sabbath fell out of its origirial
A0t gentabitibbd bowres, witheut any bpecifit tenson-for th shalige,
and of thisdaving stend mrerdly, 29, . carigne.facs; to. ba dedested inl after
ages, by, the ingenuity of anfiquarian research into biblical times snd
p ns,—is & sugposition which, on many accounts, I am unwilling to
adiait. Bt fink Rt unnecessary to spend time on a-peculatioh, re:
spocting whvich ‘sueh -an: uachotity-as Horsloy s sid-d Is hat bean
imagined, that a,ghange,was. madp of the origipal day by Masear—that
‘l,:e §u‘bpph was tr,lnf@rred by him from the day on which,it had been.
n}i'gin;lly kept in the patriarchal ages, to that on which the Israelites
Ieft ‘Bgypt. YHe conjecture Is not utmatursd; but it fs, in my jodg-
mbul,‘a mere: comjecture, ofi wich; Aba sered. histery aiords neither

Pspol map epofysatiop, —Serm; XHii. wal- il .
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1 have referred to Dr. Whately, as denying the permanent sbligatha
of the Decalogue ; but I have taken no notice of the strange greund e
wrhich he rests the obligation to observe the first day of the week ab the
Christian Sabbath. He sets aside all idea of direct divine sanoties,
and resolves the obligation into the authority of the church! « The
first day of the week,” he says,  is set apart by all Christian churels,
as a religious festival in celebration of Christ's resurrection, agresadly
to the practice of the apostles and other early Christians. The custom
of the primitive church would not, indeed, alonz make this an tmpers-
tive duty ; since the love-feusts, and some other ancieut practices, are
now, by the rightful authority of the church, disused ; but their early
custom gives additional solemnity to an vbeervance that Aas the sanc-
tion of the chureh :—a sanction which would, even of itself, be sufficlent.
For, when our Lord ¢appointed to his Apostles a kingdom,’ and de.
clared that ¢ whatsoever they should bind on earth, should be bound ia
heaven,’ promising to be ¢ with them even unto the end of the world,
He must surely have conferred on his church a permanent ¢ powert»
ordain rites and csremonies,’ and to institute and abrogate religions
festivals, ¢ provided nothing be done contrary to God’s word ;’
must have given the ratification of his authority to what should be thas
erdained. For if his expressions have not this extent, what do tiey
mean?” (KEssay vi. pages 167, 168, Note.)—It is upon the principle
thus laid down, that Dr. Whately identifies, in point of authority, «the
Lord’s-day, Christmas-day, Good-Friday, Holy-Thursday, and others,”
as alike institutions of the church !—My respect for the talents of such
a writeras Dr. Whately will not allow me to put down one word that
might be deemed contemptuous ; and yet I hardly know how to trest
such statements with seriousness. They serve to show how thoroughly
versant a man may be in the principles and rules of ¢ Locic,” and yet
how egregiously he may at times fail in the application of them. Fer,
according to the statements of the paragraph just cited, what follows?
1. “The practice of the apostles and other early Christians” does not
give divine sanction to the corresponding practice of the church in after
ages ; but, on the contrary, the “ rightful authority of the churech” in
after ages may legitimately set aside ¢ the practice of the apostles and
early Christians!” 2. All that “early custom» does, (the castom, that
is, of the apostles and first Christians,) is, to give ¢ additional solemnity
to what Aas the sanction of the church;” from which it would appesr,
that the apostles and early Christians are not to be regarded as even s
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Jors-of that ¢ church” from which the sanotion of authority is given to
the abservancs of the Lerd’s-day! Their practice does not evem add
authority ; is ounly adde solemnity. So thas the only difference be-
tween the Geod-Fridaysand Holy- Thursdays, which were z0¢ observed
by the aposties, and the Lord’s-day, which was observed by them, is,
that, while all bave the same authority,—the authority, namely, of the
chureh, the ¢ early custom” adds solemnity to the latter. Would that
oven this were true in point of fact! 8. The authority (is it infallible ?)
of ¢ the charch,” asa Dictatrix, in the name of God, of the institutions
to be cbeerved by Christians, is assumed, while we are left sadly in the
dark as to what ¢ the church” signifies,~where it is, after all, that
the authority is lodged. Is it the church of Rome, the church of Eng-
Jand, the Greek church, the Lutheran church, er one or all of the dis-
semting churches? The observances of all these, respectively, are dif-
forept. With which lies the authority ? The authority of the church
is an imposing sound ; but unless it can be definitively settled what the
church is te whose authority we are to bow, it is sound enly. 1t means
nething. 4. The authority of this imaginary church appears, in the
statement, as identified with the authority of the apostles, as the same
with theirs, by virtue of succession ;—for it was in ‘ appointing to the
aposties a kingdom,” in ¢ declaring, that whatsoever they should bind
.on earth should be bound in h ,” and at the same time ¢ promising
te be with them always even to the end of the world,” that he is con-
ceived to have certainly conferred on the church the power to ordain
rites and ceremonies, and to institute and abrogate religious festivals :
—~and yet, identified as the authority of the church is with that of the
apostles, the practice of the apostles may be altered and set aside by the
authority of the church; from which it seems a natural sequence, that
the practice of the apostles, to whom the kingdom was appointed, and
from whom the supposed autherity of the church descended, was a prae-
tice which had not the sanction of their own authority. The authority
of the apostles, it should seem, is not to be deduoed from their practics,
nor is that practice te be regarded as sanctioning the eburch’s obser-
vance; but that very practice derives its sanction from the subsequent
aunthority of the church! and yet the authority of the church is the
same with that of the apostles! 5. The authority with which the
apostles were invested, when Christ said to them, ¢ I appoint unte
you a kingdom,” and ¢ Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven,” was an universal authority to dictate the laws of the
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kingdoni; to arraiige’ aiili ‘settlh the”etlie’ boonody o e DML
chtireli) 83 iod the while it of Chirfie ok 6 dsRIONA S ol IV Ui
JESEY Flave'they, or havé'they not, fulfflled thifseonith it ¥ Yk
ey’ tutfihed 1t, by leaving in the hands of ‘the chutdh M“M
1€ Wiis thei divinely appolated province to reveal truth; atid‘th N
ity udthority In matters of faith,” and the potwer* &g anmn’hg
and’ ceremonies,” and of * instituting and abrdgathhi

fudtivalé ?” Instend of settling the laws of the king®th, Nhve
i¢'to the subjects of the kingdom, to enact these' laws fit themaitii?
B«Yt, 6. ‘There is a salvo for this question :—it is in thelé Worliut g8
vl!led notlilng be done contrary to God’s word.* And is 1t; thet, of né
cbnéequence how thany or how great additions be made to ﬂle “word'of

G, 1n the forth of rites and ceremonies, provided there bé doththy
¢ contrary * to that word? How far such a sentiment 14 11 Hhithedy
with the express declarations o. the sacred volume, both fn"ths' O#
Testament and in the New, let the reader judge. Deut. xii. 82" fi‘“
xxx. 6. Rev. xxli. 18,19. And are we to understand Dir. W Egldq
the church a power to take from God's word, as well as td adid tibiL
Whien he asserts her authority to  abrogate,” as well as €o Instivate #-
glous festivals '—The truth is, there can neither be ani additioh td'Gods
word, nor a deduction from it, that is not * contrary™ to it. Every'sd-
dition is a denfal of its sufficiency, and a marring of its beautiful sim-
plicity ; ‘and every deduction, an impeachment of ‘the wisdom m
doés nothing in valn. L

T)r'. Whhtely is greatly puzzled to make any thing of om"lﬂd‘n
chininfxsion to his apostles, If the words conveying It have nét the fbln-
1hg hé unsigns to them :— if his expressions have not this eifteift; What
do they inean ? ~ And yet, where lies their difficulty? Was'the duthibirl-
ty of the apostles to cease with their ltves ? Does it not éontimdw Hir'their
writings? And is not the simple business of every church, and of
‘every member of every church, to look for the dictates of their antho-
rity there? It is in THE worb, not in THE cHURCH, that the apostolic
authority now resides. To the authority with which they were invest-
ed, as the inspired ambassadors of the King of Zion, there were no suo-
‘cessors. They have deposited the sum of their commission in the sts-
‘tute-book of the kingdom. They appointed its laws and ordinances,
and they have recorded them.—When their Master promised to be
¢ with them even unto the end of the world,” 1 am far from denying
that the promise includes his presence with his church, and with his
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IR mly,{ql M) futyrn time j—hys with the one be it observed,
%B?’&‘P‘o d promoting, and with the ather, ps teachin‘ agd pubhsh.
iy e word of ¢ aporthes, They « being dead Yot spepk,” and spesk
‘38&“"’,‘(«”“”"”"" And in this view, their diving Mnter is
YR fhpm siill,.. When Jesus, in his intercessory prayer, says,
“« Jﬁfqu pray L for these alone, but for all them also who shall believe
tluwaln their word,"—does he include such only as should be
m,w, She knowledge of the truth by the living ministry of his
*pashop 3. (This woyld deprive us, and deprive all believers since the
'W}ﬁ of_the cessption of their labours in death, of any intereet in tbo
RIS 85 gemfort from it. The words reach. to the end of time. It hpu
ﬁm it ever, will be, & by their word,” that any ninner on earth
beligyenin, Jesns. And the Lord continues to countenance his apostles,
M‘m{"lﬁl hig promise of heing ‘. with them,” when he countenances
W96 blgpsen thosy who preach ¢ their word.” In being with such lm is
wighyicy .
xﬂ“ig Jpelﬂmholy to think of the flimsiness of the grouud on which an
!‘-‘MW 8p,justly eminent in metaphysical science, would rest thp
ij ‘observing the sabbath,—depriving it of all directly divipe
beld pp.the sqnacience. * Can you conceive,” says Dr. Burder, in‘the
tfittle work to which I have befare referred,— can yon con-
ye, of any representation more calculated to undermine in the
M’”of men, the authority of the sabbath, than its association, ip
“ the same rank, with days appointed by the authority of the Church of
“ Bowe, and transferred into the calendar of the Eoglish’ lnerarchy ?
« If.angh qpinians are, even at the present day, taught in our colleges,
7% 1] mmaly wonder at the license given by the highest authari-
‘fm‘jn,ﬂpqylm'ch and in the state, two centuries ago, for the direct
“ pofanation of the sabbath.” Lecture iv. pages 85, 86.
| CTRPRES PR .
B LI 77
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DISCOURSE V.

Isa1am lviii. 18, 14..'

< If thou turn away thy foot from the nabbath,ﬁom doing thy pleasure
on my holy day ; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord,
honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor
Jinding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: Then
shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride
upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of
Jacob thy father : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”

HaviNg now largely discussed the obligation to obsetve
the sabbath, as a permanent divine institution, together
with the change of the day, under the New Testament
dispensation, I proceed to the more practical department
of our subject,—the observance of the day,—the duties in-
cluded in its due celebration,—or the scriptural answer to
the question, “ How is the Sabbath to be sanctified ?”
On this important question, I must begin with the
notice of a sentiment almost universally prevalent, and to
which I formerly adverted, as one which had been assumed
on insufficient grounds, and had obtained general currency
without due examination,—namely, that the divine re-
quisition of sabbatical observance among the Jews was
characterised by a measure of rigid severity and uncom-
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promising strictness, quite incompatible with the spiritu-
ality and freedom of the Christian economy.* It will be
proper for us, first of all, to examine a little the grounds
on which this sentiment has rested.

Now, in such examination, we have nothing whatever

r
i : v o

* Thus Bishop Horsley :—* The spirit of the Jewish law was rigour
and severity. Rigour and severity were adapted to the rude manners
of the first ages of mankind, and were particularly suited to the refrac-
tory temper of the Jewish people. Therigour of the law itself was far
outdone by the rigour of the popular superstition and the pharisaical
hypocrisy ; if indeed, superstition and hypocrisy, rather than a parti-
calar ill-will against our Lord, were the motives with the people and
their rulers, to tax him with a breach of the sabbath, when they saw
his power exerted on the sabbath-day, for the relief of the afflicted,
The Christian law is the law of liberty. We are not, therefore, to take
the measure of our obedience from the letter of ths Jewish law, much
less from Jewish prejudices, and the suggestions of Jewish malignity.
In the sanctification of the Sabbath, in particular, we have our Lord’s
express authority to take a pious discretion for our guide, keeping con-
stantly in view the end of the institution, and its necessary subordina-
tion to higher duties.” Serm. xxiii.—In thus speaking of the rigour of
the Jewish law, and contrasting it with the ¢ pious discretion,” authe-
rized as our guide in the observance of the Sabbath,——the Bishop is
guilty of a palpable oversight. It was not the Christian, but the Jew-
jsh Sabbath, of which our Lord himself exemplified the observance,
and of which he explained the principles. So that if, in laying down
these principles, what the Bishop calls  a pious discretion” was al-
lowed, it was allowed in the interpretation of that very law, of which
¢ the spirit” is here affirmed to have been ¢ rigour and severity.” And
in this he hints, though inadvertently, at the very principle, or test, by
-which we wish the Jewish law to be judged, and to which the follow-
ing discussion is designed to bring it. When he sssigas as one reason
for the rigour and severity of the Mosaic law, ¢ the refractory temper
of the Jewish people,” perhaps Christians may not be the worse for
being reminded of the apostolic admonition—* Be not high-minded,
but fear.”
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to do with the teaditions of the elders it Ancient' B4 bt
With the equally unwarranted, and still wiore ‘Footish'§dd
feivolous restrictions of the more modéin: Jewi U O
business is exclusively with the divine 'resoldl! Lotk
160k, then, at the different laws given'ort’the" sifljett'th
Isrnel, along with any inspired comments hpbiti thas! e
be foimd in the monitory ¢dunsels of the profthets: Tkék.
*x: 8—10. « Remember the Sabbath-day, th kel #hety.
8ix ‘days shalt thon laboir, and do all thy-wdrk : Biit fié
geventh day'is the sabbath of the Lord thy''@éd: iR
thon shalt not do any work, thou, nor ‘thy ¥on, $br'"Gf}
dsitighter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid-sefvine; ‘Hor ey
edttle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates™ RN
xxxv. 2, 8. « Six' days shall work be doiie'}' bie o ‘i
sbventh day there shall be to you an holy day;'® 4¥bBith
of rest to the Loord: whosoever doeth work'thétdinlshi
be it to'death. Ye shall kindle no fire throtghbhe Y3t
habitations upon the sabbath-day.” Jeremiah xvii:'191L3%!
« Thtis said the Lord unto me, Go and stand ‘iil%liéh
dfthe chilldren of the people, whereby the kings £t
&9itié'in; 'tind by the which they go out, and i 411 $h'gatid
of Jerisalem ; and say unto them, Hear ye e Wol
the Lord, ye kings of Judah, and all' Judah,’ snd 411 ¢
ithigbitants of Jerusalem, that enter in"By thisd fata:
Thus saith the Lord, Take heed to yourselvds; ‘htid' bl
no burden on the Sabbath-day, nor bring it in by’ the gt
of Jerusalem ; neither carry forth & burden ‘out - of ‘ybit
houses on the Sabbath-day, neither do ye'any Worky bit
hilllow ye the Sabbath-day, as ¥ commanded ‘yotit' fathéf.
But they obeyed not, neither inclined their éa¥; it minlé
their neck stiff, that they might not 'héari"ifor Fecelé
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iBsTFRAionn; And it aball come. to-pess, if ye diligemtly
hearksm mnta e issith the :Loxd, to, bring: in. no. burdep
thepugh.the gatenof this city on the Sabbath-day, hut bal-
Jgwshe Sphpath-day,to do no wark therein ;.then shall
Shepp,pRfer.into the gates of this .city kings. and :pripces
sitting vpemhe thrae. of Dayid, riding in chariots, and
on Jorscs, AheY, and their. princes, the men of Judah,and
the, inbabitsts of Jernsalem ; and, this. cify shall remsip
fom ever.” . Conpact with these passages the: spords of the
text Ipwiah byiiiy, 13, 14 < If thoy tum away, thy. faos
#he,Sabbath, from doipg thy plessure. op my holy
4704 gall the §abbath a delight, the holy of thg Loxd,
beapayrable; apd shalt; honour him, not,doing thine. own:
IMYhones finding, thing own pleasure, nar speaking thine
ayEwwonds;, (Thenishalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ;
mad. L, il mayse shee to ride upon the high places of .the
mm feeqd thep with:the heritage of Jacob thy father,s
feu_themoush, of the Lord hath spoken.it.”. . .. ..
s doving repd the laws, let our next inquiry be, whet]\er
Hersrisko ke, faund any general principle of intenpretation,
b ghigh e, gy, be safely guided.in defining the import
of the,terams in which they are.coucheds This is, in many
inspansen. of firstrrate. onsequence, in pregluding. contrp-
vessial disepesjqn, nespeqting. the, precise smount of megn-
ingfoy,which.words and phrages are intended, to. he unden-
stand.., wwhigh,in, themselyes .are. susceptible.. of varjons
dogveen of latifude, ar f restrictedness,in their application.
Jagvaip ghall, we search for spch a principle in the glogses
wdispemments: of, Jewish, rabbis,r-expositors who,, by
SheiF: inferprstatiops, sndiously, made void spme parts, of
- ShmJarnarhile. they Joaded, pthem With sceompapiments
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and inventions of their own.— Where, then, shall we find
it? I answer at once, IN THE CONDUCT AND THE TEACH-
ING OF JESUS CHRIST, DURING HIS PUBLIC MINISTRY ON
EARTH. When he appeared in our world, he was < made
under the law.” The law of Moses, both moral and cere-
monial, was then in full force. And we are surely
warranted in assuming, that he neither exemplified the
violation of any part of it in his own conduct, nor com-
manded any thing to be done by others, that involved such
violation ; nor justified, or sanctioned, directly or indirect-
ly, any thing whatsoever, partaking in the remotest degree
of the nature of trespass,—any thing inconsistent with the
original and proper meaning of any divine statute. I ean-
not fancy to myself ground more fair and unexceptionable.
For even if any should conceive (erroneously withous
doubt) that Ais own conduct must not be subjected to the
measure of this rule,—that for himself he takes, and was
entitled to take, higher ground ;—yet surely it is not fir
one moment to be surmised, that he either enjoined others
to do, or vindicated them in doing, what was in any de-
gree at variance with the existing law of God,—and espe-
cially with one of the laws of the tables of the covenant, the
ten commandments.

Assuming, then, the correctness of this ground, or prin-
ciple of interpretation, let us look to a few passages in the
record of his life, which bear immediately on our present
subject, and may assist us in forming accurate conceptigns
respecting it. .

1. Math. xii. 1—8. ¢« At that time Jesus went on the
Sabbath-day through the corn ; and his disciples werg age
hungered, and began to pluck the ears of corn, snd te et
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Put when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto him,
Behold;, thy disciples do that which is not lawful to
do upon the Sabbath-day. But he said unto them, Have
ye not read what David did, when he was an-hungered,
and tliey that were with him; how he entered into the
house of God, and did eat the shew-bread, which was not
lawful for him to éat, neither for them which were with
him, bat only for the priests? Or have ye not read in
the law, how that on the sabbath-days the priests in the
temple profane the Sabbath, and are blameless? But I
say unto you, That in this place is one greater than the
temple. Bat if ye had known what this meaneth, I will
have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not have con-
demned the guiltless. For the Son of man is Lord even
of the S8abbath-day.”

'fn this passage, we see the manner in which the
Seribes and Pharisees interpreted the prohibitory restrie-
tions! of the lIaw. But we see, at the same time, that their
interpretation was wrong. We are not to conceive our
blessed@ Master, when he says, ¢« The Son of Man is Lord
even of the Sabbath-day,” as admitting that the act. of
the disciples was indeed a trespass, but that He, as
sustaining the authority claimed in the designation, had a
peculiar right to disregard the law himself, and to give to
others a dispensation from its observance. No. His words
MAaY, indeed, be justly considered as asserting a right to
introduce such changes (like that, for example, in the par-
ticular day of the week to be hallowed) as were in full
harmony with the divine intention in the law :—but to
interpret them as setting aside, in the particular instance,
the obligatien' of an existing precept, is altogether inad-
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missible. Jesus takes the law in its true sense,—the sense
of the Divine Legislator:—and what the Seribes and
Pharisees condemned, he vindicates. And he vindigates
it upon a general principle; which he charges them with
not having adverted to, or understood,—sa principle laid
down by Jehovah himself, the giver of the law,.s due
consideration of which would have prevented their bring-
ing against his disciples, for what they had done, the ac-
cusation of trespass,— If ye had known, what this mean-
eth, ¢ I will have mercy and not sacrifice,’ ye would not
have condemned the guiltless.” Are we not warranted,
therefore, in affirming, that every interpretation put upon
the law of the Sabbath, inconsistent with the great general
principle thus Jaid down, must be regarded, not merely as
being now, but as having then been, erroneous ; as s hu-
man imposition, at variance with the purpose of the
merciful Legislator ?

. Let us apply, then, the principle with which Jews
himself thus furnishes us, to the terms of the lawin
Exod. xxxv. 8, « Ye shall kindle no fire throughout your
habjtations on the Sabbath-day.” You will at once per
ceive that the spirit of this precept is the prohibition of
servile work ;—and that, since it is as really servile work
to mend and keep up a fire by supplying it with fael, s
to kindle it, the injunction, taken strictly, must be con-
sidered prohibitory of the one as well as of the other. Let
us suppose to ourselves, then, a case of sickness, such asin
any way, whether for the production of extra warmth, or
for the preparation of medical applications, requiréd the us
of fire:—or let us suppose a Jew settled in a cold climate
where fire was indispensable, amidst the frosts and dampe.
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of winter, not to comfort only, but to health:—or, indeed,
we need not go. beyond the winters of Judea itself. Has
not Jesus given us a principle, applicable, in the full spirit
of it, to all such cases? Has he not here taught us, that
the prohibitory injunction was not, and never could be,
intended for literal, universal, exceptionless application ?-
—-that it did not warrant the condemnation of either kin-
dling or keeping up a fire on the Sabbath in all possible
circamstances, any more than the injunetion, ¢ In it thou
shalt not do ANY WORK,” warranted -the reprehension of
the disciples by the Scribes and Pharisees on the existing
oocasion? It is true, there were certain laws given to
Israel; which tried their faith in God, by whom they were
assured that they should not suffer from their obedience,
and that the evil consequences which they might natu-
“rally apprehend should be averted from them by his own
supernatural interposition; preventing their enemies from
desiring their land, for example, during the absence of
the male population (the defence of the country in ordi-
nary cases) when attending on the instituted feasts at
Jerusalem; and gusrantying the extraordinary produc-
tiveness of their soil, to make up for the want of the
seventh year’s crop, in which year the fields were not to
be sown, nor the vineyards dressed, but which was to be
“a Sabbath of rest unto the land.” But we have not the
slightest ground for thinking that the case before us was
of this description,—that there was any guarantee of
miracalous warmth, wherever, and on whatever occasion,
fire should require to be kindled or mended on the
Sabbath-day. The connexion of the third verse with the
- gseoond, m Exod. xxxv., appears. to intimate, that the fires
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prokibited were fires for the perpobks bf ok ;— hicldding,
without! doubs; aH ‘wmwecessary prepatution bf food. ' ' THAL
this‘wus incddaded in thd prohibition is confirined “by e
orders given:respecting’ the manna: % To-mortow ig the
rest bf the holy Sabbath anto the Lord : bake- this$ ‘whith
yewill bake to-duy, and seethe that ye will seeflh: aid
that ‘which: remaineth over lay up for’ you, ' to-berkép
until the morming.” Exod. xvi, 28, = - oo LT
-The principle whith our Lord lays down, kndi4ehih
he uses in vindication of his disciples; he illusteathé’ by
two Old ‘Testament casés,—ithat/of David makitiglusé of
the show-bread, siwd that of the priests pérfoiniing' on the
Sabbsth, inithe: temple;, alt the mbnial' #ork- conhédd
with the preparation -and 'offering of the prescribed sabvi
fices.: ‘The former ease relates 1ot to the: Sbbaeh ;' bik
it serves-so much- the ‘beétter'for explawation‘of the” paie
ciple. - There is ‘ene: point' only of David's ' etndadk 188
the: ocoasion: referred to that is vimdictited; nuédyiMs
meking use, for hrimself and his attenduntd; of thé laMowed
bréad :-ifrom which ‘we are taught that,' by thwillssf
Him whio saith, I will hsve’ mercy snd’ nes sasdfics™
the claims of ¢n ekternal rite must give wity before’ide
imperative demands of Mimanity;, and ' of ‘nattiré's #edes-
sities. : Thie law prescribéd-that the bread should Hetten
by the priests alotie; bt 'the liw is set amdd by the
urgent exigencies of hunger; and-the absoiide; at thé sy,
of all-other sapplies. The other case’ dhows; that tHe
prohibition of work on the Subbhtly:did ot forbid wiak
was vequired: in" the institated servive-of: Jehovuh !\
all: shativiis: donie by the priests ‘would-liave bebn el
fanation ofithe day'of vests ' Whas the' diveiplds hnd dvde



W1

might-came . under vboth. axamples: -itiwas 4 imectaary
satinfying,.in the. simpless, way,nf the ersvings of. hunger;
apd it wma dome in the servide of Gnd, tahsnstain them is:
the ‘execation. of -his spiritual -works,  The. generel -prin-
ciplerthie.softlad hy the higheat awthority, is-one: whioh,
Wke evary. athas.of a similar:-kind, is liable. to. perversion
snpdjahiise, by extension beyond. itai legitimatei limitsiy
but it is a most impoxtant one,m-aad it jaane which had
fullmpplication te the Jaw, of the Sabbisth among) thoe Jaws
oﬁddsmimhu.smm Christiong. news, 1ibhui . 51 - wp v
o Rep QRN Fubtr-104 4 And a certain man:was there”. (st
the poolofBethgsds) «-who had #n bafirmity. thirty. and
oight Feers... When Jesas.saw hist lie, :and -knemuhatibe
bad been mow.a lomg time.iv that, aasg, thﬂbrm hin,
Wilt shombe made whale ? .. Theimpotant. mangnswened
hing, Sin E-hane 20 man,, when the water.ia: troubled,. to
put suetiato the - paol::. haty, whiley I, am coming; another
M&Dmbeﬁmo me. 1 Jesus saith:unte him, Rise,
saka, ! thy bed, snd . walk..i And- immediately. the men
mm;Wthl nd:ﬂoekmp his bedg :md mdked. ~nd
oRoAbe. same. day. was the, Sebbath 3 the.Jews therefare
smid.wnta bim that was cured, It. s, the .Sahbath-day.;..it
isnet lawful fon thee. Wmlwfbedt” N B TS BT
nafPnathin pedasion, it seemaita have been the law reﬂpwr
ing the haaring of burdans.on the Sabbnth, whish J have
rend 441 you from:the: prophecies.of Jeremighs whish she
Jiywn, denceived te have been violated.: Now we.ate not
salanpging shat what Jesaw commanded, te. . be done was
‘samllyds transgression-of thek:law ;- sbat.be.enjoined &
dwwpch of 4 dixina.precept, . This, is quite inadmissible.
oty .1, hawel, bofere Wnteds-should: we sappest dis-
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self, on the high ground which he subsequently takes up
in vindicating his conduct from the imputations of Jewish
bigotry and malice, to have been free from the obligation
of the law; yet certainly we are not to sappose, that he
gave an order fo another such as involved a trespas
against an explicit precept of God. But the case wms
one, to which the general principle laid down in the pre-
ceding passage, as the rule by which the law is to be
interpreted, was obviously and directly applicable, and to
which our benign Master did in fact apply it. The history
shows us (verse 7) that the man was friendless and desti-
tute. After an impotenee of thirty-eight years, he had
been made whole by an act of mercy. But the mercy
that had healed him was consistent with itself. It fol-
lowed up ‘one act of kindness with another. How could
the poor man go home without his little mattress?
‘Where was he to repose his weary limbs at night ?- The
same compassion, therefore, which had healed him, eom-
mended’' him to use his fecovered strength in carryig
home his bed. It was the only way in which it conld be
done. The poor man, doubtless, thought,” and thought
justly, that ‘the order of one who had done such s deed
was quite sofficient warrant for his compliance. -His
words imply this :—¢ He that made me whole, the same
said unto me, Take up thy bed and walk.”” But oit the
same principle on which Jesus gave the order,—(the prin-
ciple, namely, of which we have been speaking— I will
have mercy and not sacrifice,”)—I am persuaded, that
if the destitute invalid had been cured by the waters of
-the pool; and -had afterwards’ carried ‘home his couch ss
an act of necessity, he-would have beén divinely vindicutéd
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from. the charge of bresking the law ;~~that it did not
require the express. injuaction .or permission of Christ to
do what he did ;—but that, however severely he might
have been censured by the human interpreters of the law,
he would have been fully justified by the mercnful Law-
gixer himself. .

..The law, indeed, in Jeremiah, respecting the carrying
d burdens, has evidently reference to the business and
traghic of life :—¢ Thus.saith the Lord, Take:heed to
yoursglves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath-day, nor
bring it.in by the gates of Jerusalem; neither carry forth a
burden out of your houses on the Sabbath-day, neither do
ye any work ; but hallow ye the Sabbath-day, as I com-
wanded your fathers.” Of this law, therefore, the case
.before ug:would have been no violation ; there being no
work: done for any secular or worldly purpose, and none
that could have been as well done on anotherday, The law,
86 given by Jeremiah, is illustrated by the case recorded,
subsequently to the restoration from Babylon, under
the governorship of Nehemiah. Itstands in the following
terms, and from the connexion of the bearing of burdens
.with other transactions of trafficking, shows clearly- the
npgure and extent of the law of prohibition. Neh. xiii.
1519, « In those days saw I in Judah some treading
wine-presses on the Sabbath, and bringing in sheaves, and
lading -asses ; as alse, wine, grapes, and figs, and all man-
per of burdens, which they brought into Jerusalem on the
Sabbath-day: and I testified against them in the day
«wherein they sold victuals. There dwelt. men of Tyre
Algp. therein, which brought fish, and all manner of ware,
-and, sold on the Sabbath umto the.children.of. .Judabh,
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and in Jerusalem. Then I'contended with the nobles of
Judah, and said unto themn, What evil ‘thing is this that
ye do, and profane the Sabbath-day? Did not’ your
fathers thus, and did not our God bring all this evil upon
us, and upon this city? yet.ye bring more wrath upon
Israel, by profaning the Sabbath. And it came to pass,
that, when the gates of Jerusalem began to be dark'bé-
fore the Sabbath, I commanded that the gates shoild be
shut, and charged that they should not be opened ill iftér
the Sabbath ; and some of my servants set I at the gatés,
that there should no burden be brought in on the Shb-
bath-day.” -
8. In further illustration of the same topic, see Luke
xiii. 10—17, and Luke xiv. 1—6. « And he was teaching
in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And, behbld,
there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteén
years, and was bowed together, and could in no wisé [ift
up herself. And when Jesus saw her, he called héi'to
him, and said unto her, Woman, thou art loosed ‘friith
thine infirmity. And he laid his hands on her: axd{i-
mediately she was made straight, and glorified God. Al
the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignaﬁ‘dﬂ,
because that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath-day, aiid
said unto the people, There are six days in which iien
ought to work : in them therefore come and be healed,
_and not on the Sabbath-day. The Lord then answered
him, and said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of ybu
on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, ﬁlﬂ
lead him away to watering? And ought not this woniih,
being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hathi botind,
lo, these eighteen years, to be loosed from this bond on the
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Sabbath-day?..And when he, had: paid these things, all
his, gdvorsmes were ashamed : and all the people rejpiced
for all the glorious things thgt were done by him,"—
“ And it came.to pass, as he went intg the house of one
of the clnef Pharisees to eat bread on the Sa.bbath-day,
dmt thqy watched him. And, behold, there was a certain
,before him which had the dropsy. And Jesus an-
qyemqg , spake unto the lawyers and Pharigees, saying, Is
it, Jawful, to heal on the Sabbath-day? And they held
their peace. And he took him, and healed him, and let
him go ; and angwered them, saying, Which of you
shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit, and will not
straightway pull him out on the Sabbath-day? And
they could not answer him again to these things.” A
...t canpot. be questioped, that in both the mes—cases
of every-day life, adduced by our Lord in vindication ef
his own conduot—both. the «loosing the ox or.the, ass
from, the stall, and leading him away to watering,” and
the, ¢« pulling him out of a pit” into which he had acci-
‘dgntally fallen, the action is, by direct implication, justj-
fipd, as involving no breach of the divine law,—as not only
harmless indeed, but, on the principles of benevolence to
the brute creation, an incumbent duty. Yet in either
cage, the action is a description of work,—of servile work,
.7—no manner of which, according to the strictly interpreted
detter of the law, was permitted to be done. The principle
on, which the justification rests is precisely the same with
-that before adduced by him—«If ye had known what
this. meaneth, <I will .have mercy and not sacrifice,” ye
would not have condemned the guiltless.”. Jesus, there-
fgre, does not merely vindicate himself in the particular
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instamcés {a which he-wis'ehudgod with-conduct’ inoo-
sistent with the saneticy of thie- Sabbath y hestill vanintaivs
the gemeral principlodnd on ‘tinother occasion, of's
similar kind, he deduces from the principle & rtaxém’of
conduet, capable of very éxtensive application. ' Matth.
xii. 9—13; ¢ And when he was departed thence, Wé wotrt
into their synagogue : and, behold, there was a man'which
had his hand withered. And they asked him, sxyiisg;'Is
it lawful to heal on the Sabbath-days?- that they iight
accuse him. And he said unto them, What man ‘skall
there be among you that shall have one sheep, and if:#t
fall into a pit on the Sabbath-day, will he not luy Rold
on it, and lift it out? How much, then, is a mian better
than a sheep? Wherefore it is lawful to do well on-the
Sabbath-days. Then saith he to the man, Stretch forth
thinehand. And he stretched it forth ; and it was retitored
whole, like as the other.” The maxim is, (and the
comexion shows that it has reference to acts of kindmess
and compassion, whether to man or brute,) « Wherefote
IT IS LAWFUL TO DO WELL ON THE SABBATH-pAYS.
On this highest authority, then, (as we Christians esteemn
it,) the Jews needed to feel no scruple, nor need we el
any, in doing on' the Sabbath whatever the comfort or
benefit of our fellow-creatures, placed by providence
within the reach of our beneficent influence, requires to
be done. I say, requires to be done. For if we vecupy
in acts of mercy, such as might, with equal advantsge
to the objects of our care, be done on other days; those
‘portions of the Sabbath which ought to be deveted:to
‘what is more directly spiritual,—and this, with the view,
perhaps, of our having more time during the rest of the
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week for aur sestlan engagements,~-we ave then taking
advantageef a good principle. to cover.one thas is worldly
and evil: we. are: dmnganghtenongh.thug but in a
wrong state of mind.

- Im connexion with these parts of our Samonr 8 luatory
and instructions, it will not be out of place to mention,
that one of the reasons assigned by the God. of mercy. for
the appointment of the Sabbath of old, was the rest of
the hrute creation from their toils in the service of man:
« §ix days shalt thou do thy work; and on the seventh
day theu shalt rest; that thine ox and thine ass may rest,
and the son of thy handmaid, and thy stranger, may be
refreshed.” Exed. xxiii. 12. On the duties arising from
this.on the part of the owners and employers of these and
other crestures, which God has subjected to man, and
which the sin of man has « made subject to vanity,” cans-
ing them to “groan and travail together in pain” until
how,. we may speak hereafter. My remark at present is,
that, under a new dispensation, of which the very genius
ia mancy, it cannot surely be, that this kind and gracious
‘provision should be entirely done away; and that the law
should be more benignant than the gospel. They whe
conceive.the Sabbath to have: been a merely Jewish in-
stitution, and who. eonsider- all days, under the gospel
dispensation, to -be alike, except so far as the inclination
of, men may make a difference, must regard the divine
provision of a weekly rest to the animal ereation as now
844 aside :—for where there is no authoritative enactment;
put. all is left optional, and subjected to the discretionary
inflaence of general feeling, there is properly no duty. A

H2
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Provision trors ii-harmony with ¥he berevelonts o8- the
~divihe/dliraoter) it 18 ot ‘easy'to imajtile s RoN Y Wing
more otit8f Karttibny with' ths talare kisds spirit-of the
- gvabigelival systeth; thai'the cholitionof wiehi w pré¥ision.
“Cerehiiily théve wad rio'preceding dispeisdtion, wieh'wllbse
principlesi it Wub'more in wécotdande than feis witkhose
‘0P the poupell ' Tlré vest of the seventh day e reiilitias
W ikt “bf 'the brute creation, conferved upon shémm flom
the bégining y the ‘God of dovenet's spuoiall right!of
'Jewisl’ betiath of - burden, but & eonumon’ vighe of #the
- Wholeiazof ‘whidh to:suppese them :deprived randesiihe
‘bnign govierntient of the Prince of pesvd; id inloertsistint
With every viéw'giveh us in the seriptures of bis shiarudter
“antdl' oF (o priitbiples of s reign. - -F'is'dndetthivrteign,
" ¥hat! 'the) Eromns OF ereation are in due saasonitd” huteian
&ndl :2Lind wi sinnot weH eonceive that these groutls ive,
‘In the mukntime;'to be deepened and-aggravased::By the
“withdrawment of privileges formetlyemjoyeéd, Jusd so
bfinéntly fittéd: to'mitigate the pressure of steiwoem it
'WHR 1ot do to-compliment:the new state: of! thingdsby
aldging thit, “ander &, all is now dek to the operatien of
geétiertl principles: These prineiples wt admit vé biiike
thieir' divine suthor, of pérfect’ éxcellence; and'we! frant
"thist much: is left to their poweiful uhd habitual infdeieb :
bt wtill, ‘8- definite privilege Hké: the ‘presbut) wiieh
¢minot be invaded without a violstion of divirie swelrority,
18°'much more regular and efficient ‘security;-thae i€ dll
were 1eft Yo dn influence: which, however woold in esel,
opetates; i’ different bosoms, in suck variohs  dégiéds,
and ‘{§-¢xposed to temptations so numberlesy, fiom uik the

'l b
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imaggentions af salf-warset snd warldly-mindedoess,. Had
A9 birnte. areation. #: voica,.it :would. plasd,-yith. all the
(power. sad pathos. of elogmenne, fox, the. Sebhath, ,......
«un-Fbe . axmmple -of the. Savimur. might be. more, Jargely
willstzated. - Bus my object is.merely 1o .draw .from., it an
Avidemce that the Jewish Sabbath, when the law. was
.Tightly. understood, was not-the harshiand: rigid obeerv-
aremce which it.in.generally sapposed:.so: have: bean ;. but
-wthetj-judging froxa the practical commentaxy,of. our. Loxd’s
«awn,condrct, . and. from his. commands and. instruetions to
-rivthewsy it was regulated. by principles the.very. same with
:rshosawhich charscterize his:owm adwinigtration.. If for-
.- Ahov.gnookiof . this were required, I sbould bave recongse
-#0 the:text,:. Thare can be no.question. that it.containa an
inspired. description of the duties of .3 Jewish Sabbath, gud
+9f the. state.of mind and hesm.in which they. were t.be
dbischarged.. . And. yet, . wexe: wo. setting . ourselves .to
attemptiit, would it he.ia our..power to invent langnage
«fmoxe. Appropriata.to describe the. celebration of . the. Sab-
.hash of the. gospel—its natnve, its.duties, and its suitable
«foeme of spivit >~ This we shall have occasion to shaw,
swhen we .come to illastrate its. different parts in detail..
‘v T he.answers, then, which:are given in the Assembly's
Catachism - to: the twe. questions,. What is. required :in
‘the fourth commandment ? .and,. How is the .Sabbath to
be..sanctified ? I conoceive to ba. most correct .in..sen-
. 4imens, and appropriate. in . expression... ¢« The fourth
semmandment requireth the keeping holy to God such set
4imes as.he bath appointed in hiy.ward; expreeely one
.#whole.day in.seven, to be a holy. Sabbath, to hizaself "'—
and « The Sabbath is to be sanctified by a holy resting
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alf that'day; even from sueh worldly employments and
Tetrbatibnw us are lawful on-other days ;-and spending the
whole time-iri the public: and private exercises of God's
wopshipy except so n"mch-u to be taken up im the works
‘of necessity und mercy.” : .
’l‘heupﬁnclpdsonm of the impression, as to the differ
once:in strictness between the Jewish and -the' Christiun
Sabbath, has, I presume, been the penalty annexed to- the
breach of the Sabbatical law under the former dispesss-
tion, accompanied with the remarkable instance of: its in-
fliction recorded in the Mosaic history—Num. xv. 38
36. “ And, while the children of Isrsel were in the wil-
desness, they found & man' that gathered sticks wpon the
Sebbath-day. And they that found him gathering sticks
breught him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the eon-
gregatien. And they put-him in ward, becanse it was
not declared what should be done to him. And the Lerd
said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death:
all:the oongregation ‘shall stone him with stones -without
tho camp. :And all the congregation brought him with-
out the camp, and stoned him - with stones, and he died;
as the Lord commanded Moses.” It is needless for us %
spaculate about the nature and amount of this man’s tres-
pess. He was gathering weod,—~whether for domestit
use, or as an article of merchandise, we are not told. We
might frame, acoording to our disposition, an aggravated
or an attenuated view of his offence, by introducing varie
‘ous suppositions, both as to what he was doing, and the
end for which it was done. But conjecture -is needless
The simple fact of the sentence of death being executed,
should be-éneagh to satisfy us that the case was inot one
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‘to.whieh the pniveipls, ‘L will have meroy and net sacti-
fice!’ was as-all applicable.. . The settenee was from Grod, to
whom, by Moses, the determpination bf it had been directly
referwed ; and, believing this, we mnst, by necessary oon-
sequence, believe that it was just.— And with regasd to
the panalty itself, I have, in aformer discourse, shawn the
fallacy of the semtimeat, that we cannet be bound .by a
precapt enjoining a. duty, without being -bound also by
the presaription of the special penalty attacked vo it umder
a particular dispensation.—So far as the mature of the
treapass is eoncerned, it mighti have beem a violation of
the law of the Ssbbath under..the Christian as well as
under .the Jewish economy. - So. that, if- we can only
direst our minds of the assodiation of the, offexicawith the
pemnalty, it requires no more rigid construction of the law
tebring it under.the condemning: sentence of judaism than
under that of Christinnity.

- When we speak of the.law of the Sabbath as having
been imeorporated amonget the national institutes of the
Jéwish people, a question of some.impertance and: difi.
culty suggests itself, respeeting the extent to which the
same thing may be-done in ether communisies ; whether
there be any principle on which the Sabbath may still be
nationally instituted and observed, and hew: far this prins’
aiple Jlegitimately reaches, .To -emser largely into such
inquiries, wonld. involve us im the - general. discyssion
respecting «ivil establishments of religidon: and perhaps is
may ‘be: admitted, that theve ave few tepics from which
considecations of greater plausibilisy may be derived in
belalf of such establishmenta. than the lavw of the Sabbath,
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-To this one tepic I must .confine mynslf, and. discnss. it
with brevity.. . T N N LT I RPN

{The situation of the Jews, as.a peopla, was. altogetiver
pecsulisxs No mation, before or since, has ever.hean.in the
same,  The direct interposition of Jehovah placed them
in ity for special ends. As the. people. whawm. be had
<chosen, that he might place among them his nape snd, bis
worship, they were the visible. and. professing churgh, of
God,—a national church, in special . covenant. with, Him.
Their laws and. institutions were divine, and had, in. them
all the force of religious as .well as of civil abligatige.
JEvery violatien of them was cognizable, not ouly-ae:n
crime against the state, but as a sin against, God.s far,
. trush, God was their King. The peculiar.emds.pf
their separation, and of the institution of .the theoqnasy,
or reign of Jehovah over them, as their residems.and
miraculously accredited monarch, csn never Oogar,. ageid ;
nor can any such national relation to God ever again ¢xiss,
ualess by a new and equally direct and well anthentiosted
interposition of heaven in behalf of some other favomrpd
people. . So that nothing can be. more mawarraptuble,
nothing more strangely presumptuous, than for amy.egher
peopletothink of emulating what was thus divinely:pecalies.
‘The church of God is otherwise constituted now. It ignet
national, but composed of a selaction from all nationsw:.It
does not. admit of nationality, without ita very.natare
being essentially changed,—without a reverting .te:she
comparative worldliness and corruption of a preparatosy
sud abolished economy. The nationalizing.of the church
now is just as much a .going back to that which is abol-
ished, a8 8 resumption of the < weak. and. heggarly.ele-
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“ments” of' the dncient cevémonial would be ; there being
quite as abundant intimation, both prophetical and aposto-
‘0é! UP o' purposed change in the bonstitutior of the shtirch,
‘it wotrespondence with the more spiritaal dispensationof
e Mesilnh, as there is of » passing from the shadew:to
-glie sabetanee, from the earthly to the heavenly; from the
“‘type: to the' typified; from ‘the temporary - to* the. ;perma-
‘ment. " A ¥ast scoumulation of illegitimate-and incewedn-
¥ivid reusontnng has -been occasioned by & confounding - of
ot ‘putulinr state of Tsrael with the ordinary condition 'of
shé' imdions of the earth, and by applying.to the latter the
langiage and representations of Scripture. relative to the
foimer. ' ' Whils the laws of -Israel had in them; s surh,
'the autherivy of God, he bimself: being their national law-
gheoy; the laws of no other people can ever have'in them,
‘st such) any more than human anthority. ‘They may; and
shop ought to be in harmony 'with the moral preceptsof
God's Jaw ;. but it is not-as the laws of any ‘particalar
comuttunityy that'they have anght in them of divine-whwe-
homy i e f v- -
Miwy the lsw 'of the Sabbath, then, be- legmmately in-
woiporsted with the code of any other community, and be
enforced by human avthority? : The answer which I am
sdisposed to return to this guestion is, that in one respectit
«dannet; while in another it may and ought.—I¢t is obvious,
that the sabbatical rest is: of & twofold description, and
‘embraces: two deseripsions of ends, In its observances, and
im dts objects, it is at once of a secular and of a moral'and
‘spiritual character. It is a day of rest and refreshment,
to ‘man and beast, from the toils of the six-preceding
dwye,i—of min,; espeeially when subject $o lis'fellowiman,
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and of beaat, as placed nnder, the:dominien & this'lord of
the. Jower creation: ;~—aud it is, at the same. time; s dayiko
be. kept boly,”. saczed. t0 the wership of God, snd the
cgMtixation of spiritual principles and affections. Nowiit
appears to me, that in the latter of these -views, the-ob»
servance. of it-caunot.be the subject of human legislation;
while in the former it may, Human laws cannat suthe
ritatively command any one to worship God,—to. warship
Him in any prescribed mode,~or even to.worship Him
at all; religion being entirely a matter between: each indi
vidual of acoountable creatures, and Him who is the.object
of ite seryices :—far less can human laws enjoin. that which
no human agency, or authority, or inflaence, can in. any
case seopmplish, the ¢ worshipping of Him who is 3
Spirit. in spirit and in truth.” This is what God himself,
the searcher of hearts, can alone require; and what He
alone, by his promised Spirit, can enable sinuers to ren-
der.—But the temporal or secular ends of the Sabbath
ogme fully within the competency and the scope of hnmsa
legislation. It must be perfectly competent to.:the
legislature of any country, contemplating the manifold and
important. benefits arising, to both. man and besst, from
the hebdomadal cessation of labour, to. incorporate this
part of the law of the Sabbath with the enactments of .its
statute-book ; and to eay, respecting one day in sevem, to
every member of the community,  In it thou shalt mot
do any work.” Certainly, by the general concurrence of
any people, this may be made a law of the land. And
under this aspact of it, it might legitimately be enforced
by civil pains and penalties. Nothing that is spiritual,~
nothing: pertaining to religious observance, to the inter-
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cauiese of waln with-liis: Miker;: -cah; eonsistently with ' its
nature, admiv of such ‘doereion.” Bvery huwisn daw enfore-
ing religion' by ‘threstenred pehaltics Js'w statuté bf perse.
cution; amd, in' addition te ‘ite /imjustios dnd-eraehy,
inolves the folly of foreing what catinét-exist bat 3 vol:
utitiry, and so dperates as nothivig bétver thin' a ‘beunty
onhypoerisy. -But humari laws, 1 repens, muy institate
tlidé sabbatical rest; for the sake of its miny seeular advas-
tighh ;- and they muy thus to0o'aecord 'sofar' with 'thé
hijgher ende of the' divine statute, as to seture to all whe,
from ‘whittever inward - principle, are disposed 0 observe
the'acts of outward worship; the liberty, and convemienoe,
and privilege, of doing 80 without molestation or disturbs
ance. It were going to6 fadto dsk, how it weuld'be pos-
sible for Christians to obderve the'Sabbath at all, if it weéire
nbl inade u'part of the law of ‘the -1and :—for, anless we
were to deny that there wae sfiy Sabbath képt by the
‘diurch of Christ for three centuries, ‘it is matter of - fact
that it was observed in various countries; notwithstandivg
itd ‘being at variance with- all existing institutions:. Bt
stil], it is well when there is-such a happy eoincidence be-
tween the spiritual requirements of ‘God and the-legisin-
tive enhctments of civil society: and they; I spprehend,
have thought and reasoned very inconsiderately, and veey
récklessly of consequences, who, because only:gemuine
Chiristians; spiritubl meh; renewed sinners; believing
dependants on the mercy of God'through ©hrist; can
rightly and acceptably observethe Liord's day; have hazarded
the wish that all' such enactments were dotre swhy, and
that'the day were assiniildted to other days, awd; by il in
the community-excepting true-believers; wiven-up.to.- the
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ordinary secular pursuits und -ammsemdnts of life; * ¥:am
not'dispesed ¢o question; that adventajtes might arise from
swch an arrangement ; -espetinlly in the more marked sép:
aratien: of. the: pedple of -God from the world, 'and’ thy
mitigation of the wide-working' dehision of & national dad
sominal-Christisnity, which operates with ‘suth-a- < Istk
tade of ruin” to the souls of men. Yet, on ‘the other
hand, there are such unspeakable conveniencies: andéosr:
forts, and such advantages too for the promotiow of-dhe
cause of Giod, attendant upon the state of things ‘asordéred
by providence amongst us, that I .eannot but number i) (in
as far:ns regards the authoritative cessation -froin labowr;
whioh is all that is necessary, and the only legitithate subd
jeet of buman enadtment, and which, I need no¥ say; hws
nothing in it of the natare of a religious establishmunt;)
among our many national grounds of thanksgiving', / Theest
benefits I cannot enumerate ‘at present. Some. of>them
may be noticed when we come to spedk: of the bemefits of
the Sabbath, and the mischiefs nnsmg froms 1to'prevdoi
negleot and profanation. : R I R

* 'We may, I think, advance a stop further. ' It doos
‘not seem enough to say, that it is merely competenti¢o
human legislatures to enact the ocessation from lelsburos
the seventh day ;—the law of God, we apprehend, nsakes
it incumbent upon them to do so. The law of the 8bb-
bath, we have seen, was an original law of the Creator,
~-a law for mankind,—known from the begmming; wnd
indicated  by* universal, though, in most cases; very
obscure tradition. In conformity with sach traditien,
it comes out afresh in divine revelation, by which the
primary institute was re-enacted.”. By this institate,
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there aré alletted.te.men six -days of labour, ‘and ome of
reaty in- regialar -altermation. i This. day .of -vest,- then,
helongs. to every. many- by :the..law of .Gosh..:- &t is pre-
peixty,~rproperty. té: which there is a divinely guaramtied
tidle, .« N0 one man has a right to demand. it of . anothen
Tox; exaet: lnbour on the. day of rest, is. ae felomions s
tonpasy i against the Jaw of God, as the. abstractiom,
whather furtive: or .violeut, of another: man’s:worldly
wbstanes.. . The fourth commasdment:! secires . prot
pevtys i timae,::as- really as the -eighth:.commandment
secures giaperty iin. mouey .ar lands,. .. Fhe .xast .of . the
seventh day)is:thy birth-right pessessien of every human
baing. - .God-had. given:.it; and man .may not -takedis
awnyy - When masters of servants;-and ewnersof slaves,
spealy. of i dllowing. their servamks;and) thein: slavesithe
Sweiday te-themselves, they.:speak the. lauguage of.pre-
masption.,. | They :canuot allow. .whaki they-havd noi title
to withhold.i: Thus. time: is ot theirs.. It helongs, hy
diwine;ignd: therefore. . inalienable. presaxiption,. t0:-4heir
dependants.—I¢t is very true, that.the time thus appwa»
prigted to man, each-individaal is, hy the same law that
‘apprepyiates it;:-bound te kdep holy. ta.God, using it,.im
socondainee with the divine intention, for the purposes.of
detout commemaration of- his' doings, and. the ascriptien
of bomage to. his name. But this is the.individual's own
-coneerty He'sine against God, and wrongs his own soul,
when he fails so to:employ it, or alienates it. to -other.occa-
pations; - but. for this he is respomsible, not. to fellow-
eveatures, but to his Creator. His not nsing the day
aright no more entitles another to exact his labour on it,
than @ man’s not “honouring the Loxzd: with his. sub-
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stance aund with the first-fruits of all his increase,’
warrants another to rob him of his property. We must
answer to God for the use of our substance; but still it
is our own :—we must answer to God for the use of our
sabbatical time; but it is equally our own. Every.man
who knows that the Most High God has given such s
law, has a right to claim this time; and no ether man
can exact it of him without felony againet the statutes of
heaven—If these things be so,—if there be a parity
between the law which invests a man with property in
his rightfully acquired substance, and the law which
imvests him with property in this proportion of his time,
—does it not become more than competent to humas
legislators,—does it not become their incumbent and
imperative duty, to guard frem spoliation the ene de
saription of property as well as the other P—by statute
and penalty to hinder the exaction of time, as well as the
abstraction of goods?—to protect their subjects in the
enjoyment and use of every one of their divinely guaran-
tied rights ?~~And, since the sabbatical law is dictated,
on the part of Deity, by mercy to the brute creasion a
well as to men, ought not human enactments, in .the
same spirit of mercy, to provide, as far as possible, for
the security of their rights also? Ought they not to
maintain and enforce a law, so eminently beneficial to
those dumb creatures of God, which he has subjected to
the. service of man, but which he has thus, at the same
time, compassionately protected, by statute, from oppres-
sion and waste? * :

* These viéws of the political obligation of the Sabbath, which I
have long Yeld, I was glad to find in harmony with those of my friend,
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The distinction thus made between the different ends of
the Sabbath, the secular and the spiritual, defines, with
some degree of clearness, the boundaries of the province
of human legislation. .The laws of men can neither c:)xp-
mand nor enforce what is spiritual : that lies between the

Mr. Wm. Macgavin, to whose intelligent and active mind both the
church and the community have been so deeply indebted :—* We are
thankful,” says he, ¢ for the protection which the law of the land gives
us in this respect; and we can be so, without conceding to the civil
power the right of interference in matters of religion. It is the duty
of the ¢ivil Magistrate to enforce obedience to the law of God, not in
relation to religious worship, but in all matters which relate to right
and property between man and man. Some define the Magisirate’s
power to relate ta the second table of the law only; but this is not
quite correct. There is one command of the d table, ly, the
teath, which he cannot enforce, because it relates to the thoughts of the
hmt ;—and there is a part of the firat table which he can, and eught
to enforce, because it relates to a matter of property and right between
moan and man. - The eighth commandment gives to every man a right
to his own property; and the fourth commandment gwes to every
men, especially to servants, and even to lnbourmg cattle, a right to one
dly in seven, to rest from the service of their masters ;—and it is as
fauch the duty of the civil power to protect them in this right which
cin be done only by an authoritative suspension of ‘worldly business on
that day, as te protect the property and lives of the subjects generally.
Qu this ground, and this only, I consider the rest of the Sabbath a pro-
per subject of human legislation.” Church Establishments considered,
in a series of Letters to a Covenanter. Letter vil. pages 77, 78.

‘There is an able Article in the Ecclectic Review for J une 1889, in
which the priaciples maintained ave also, substantially the same. This
article, which, from some forgotten cause, had not been read by me at
the time of its appearance, fell in my way since this discourse was de~
livered, while T was looking back in the Review for something else,
And I presume I may ider the sentiments ined in it as corre-
lpondlng with those of a work, from the pen of the enlightened Editor,
which 1 have not yet had the pleasure of perusing—¢ The Law of the
Sabbath, religious and political, by Joaiah Conder.”
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consgience and God. - But they can regulate ‘what.is seeu-

lap. Theycan adopt.thedivine statute, for the sake of its

temporal henefits i —nay, -the rights which that .statate

bestows, it ,ia - their proper-business to pwoteet.. - Amnd 'so

clagely are:the two descriptions of ends-associntod, shat;
"in providing for the secular, they take the me.effectusl

mesns of spming, t0 all whose inclination dispeses.thern to

follow. gut. the spiritusl, the undisturbed . oppertunity.of
~ enjoying their desire.- .. Theassociation itself is beantifal;
and, if my mind.-be not deceived by the power. ofhabit
there seems to be something natural and cengruous..isi il
The general rapose of the toiled creation harmonizes wall
with the contemplative recognition, and the peaceful and
solemn worship, of the great Being, by whom all was
made, and on whom all depends. 'What mind, alive to
the principles and sensibilities of piety, has not felt the
stillness of the Sabbath-morn, when the hum of the busy
city, or even the less noisy indications of rural labour, are
hushed, delightfully congenial with the feelings of devo-
tion ?—the rest of surrounding nature, in pleasing concord
with the rest of the soul ?—the cessation of earthly toils
and worldly pleasures, helpful to the establishment of holy
sentiments, and the elevation of heavenly desires ?—But
on these topics I cannot at present enlarge. The text
will lead us, under the different particulars of which it
consists, to the illustration of the various duties, both posi-
tive and negative, which the day demands,—that is, of
the things we should do, and the things we should not do,
in order to the full accomplishment of the divine purposes
in its_institution ; and also of the various modes, direct
and indirect, of. its profanation; and: of the advantages
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temporal and spiritual, persohal and social, arising from
its due observance.—There is one topic, of essentlal iri-
portance in'itself, and, from its nature, calculated to supér-
sede many minute questions of moral casnistry, as to the
piaitical observance of the day—I mean the right principle
of -its celebration; or the state of mind and Aeart necessary
to the due and aceeptable keeping of the Sabbath, as de-
duced: from s scriptural consideration of its nature and
objécs.. To this subject I shall direct your attention in
nbstt: discourse,—pointing out, at the same time, some
of thuse:fulse principles by which the outwardly respectful
ohernnee of the day may sometimes be dictated.
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If thou turn away thy foot from the Subbath, fumdqagu’m
on my holy day ; and call the Sab.batﬂ a delight, thg -holy of
Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, not, domg tla‘igc. 3‘«""(31 8y

nor finding thine own pleasure; nor speaking thine own words :
shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ; ‘and T will cansd 'thes'ls Wik
upon the high places of the earth and foed thee with'the herMUge'y
-Jaceb thy father: for the mouth of'the Lovd hath: spoken iitdi:? it}!
. . - . L e ey rheny b
AGREEABLY t0 intimation in the . close of Imst discoutts
I am now to draw your attention.to a topic ‘whish Frehe
stated to be of essential -importance in itself, matdyedd
culated to supersede many minute ‘uestions. of: missd
casuistry, as to the practical observance of the Sabbesl}—
namely, the right principle of its celebration, or shuxdeats
of mind and heart necessary to the due and acospmbis
keeping.of. it, as deduced from a scriptural considdratiof
of its natuxe and ohject.” © el s e
Yeou will at:once be sensible, that of thtse (sheimathe
and object-of ke day) -there: must-necessarily busw sifle
understanding, iw onder to ite-Neingutraly s ratiusiPy
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observed; nor will it be less obviens to you, that, along
with s rightly informed mind, there must be & decided
semtiment of approbation, and a state of appropriste and
favourable feeling, in regard to the great ends of the in-
stitution. Without these, not only can no commemors-
tive day be duly observed, but ne institution whatever,-
human or divive. The origimal Sabbath was a comme-
moration, as we have repeatedly had occasion to notice,
of the work of creation ; and to the people,of Israel it was,
at the same tie, by special divine injunction, to be com-
memorative of their deliversrce from Egyptian bondage.
Ow their paxt, therefore, the right celebration of that Sab-
ali; reqqiived theknowledge and acknowledgment of these
filess,—of God’s having created the world in six daysand
rested em the seventh,—and of his having, by a “ high hand
and un outstretched arm,” wrought she redemption of his
poeple; —and, along with this, the devout affections. of
venerution and gratitude, which: these displays of hispower
* snd goedness were fitted to inspire. Such, too, is the case
withaegurd oo the Christius Sabluthi. Without excluding,
s> faraerly observed, the previows greunds of: celebration,
ithsmaewe especially saured to tho memory of the Finmmep
wesix or Jasus.. Thisivies grand characteristic feature.
. Thiwe remaineth a ssbbatiom: to the pooplo of Ged ; for
ho hat s entered ints his rost, he siso kath coased from
hisown works, a8 God did frenx bis.” 1t is'the colebre-
tlowafm victory ; of the. Savivur's triumph over sin, and
death, and hell ; of his « spoiling prineipalitios and powers,
and mehing s show of thieny openly, trivmphing over them
i his arons,”-~athis ~* savending on high; leading captivity
cptive/’ and. veitting: dewa. on: the: right hund ‘of the



120

m-pﬁuﬁhvmm in. the. heavens., . I i’m‘("r“
Lonpls-pav.”. , It follows, thas it. can be duly. cel¢hratad,
—nelebrated, in. the true spixit.of it,—by those only, whw,
rightly, understand the -design of the work which,Jaws.
finished .on the cross, and of . his resurrection. as the,gwi-
dence of that design having been effected. The: mere.
belief of the facts, that Jesus died and rose again, is not
the faith of the gospel : .that faith including also the belief
of the true end or purpose of the facta. Neither, there-
fore, is the celebration of the Sabbath appropriate and
aceeptable, when it .is a celebration of the facta-wleng
without e scriptural intelligence and .appreciation.of; gheir.
import.and design. [It.is not enough. that thare bees
external adherence, even ever. #o rigid, to Christian insgir
tutions ; .the question remains, .in what spirit, they..am
. attendod to.. - Unless we .celebrate the Lordsiday 'm
guilty sinners, indebted.for. their salvation to the finished
work of Immanuel ; trusting and rejoicing, in. , Higm, i
whom Jehovah is well-pleased ; praising the glexipeiofhis
person, character, and: work ; presesting ounsupplicafiene
and thanksgivings to God.in his name ; and, with hemble
joy, anticipeting -the everlasting repose of heavem, shrengh
him who, having finished. his :-work, entered. into his svests
~-unless we thus observe it, the spirit of the day iggoné:
all is formal, cold, and dead; or, if there be fire, it ¥
spurious, unballowed fire, such as has not been kimdled
from the sltar-om which « the Lamb of God .teok awef
the smg..of the wozld.” The: weekly return of. the:day
reminds the paople.of Christ both of the aross.and of the
crowm. .., I, bambles, .and it animates,~~humbles, by
bringimg isin.te: sheir nemembrance,~-animatas, hysnewwe-
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ity Yhierk¥ thhat it 18 NI atthed!” « Tt dobids vhiont' baelé to
tHE ' pase) ind' forward 't thé' futareBack-to-Calvary,
At ‘forWard o' Henven: 'It'péintato the open utid empty
st 411d proclaims—« The Lord is visen indeed"iu
«i@3rité'séé the place where they laid him” ! And ' while,
WitH'thi¥ Yoice of triumph, they sing—: - - s b e

HVT VIR B TTY T LAY P ETTY KRRV TYTpreen
¢ Christ is risen from the dend,

typipd it a-h, ngh ascended as ot head, (TR BRCITRNT T B

syt tastic 7 Enterd heaven with hisbleody: it -nivi .

WIS g ou;  Seated on the throne of Ged %y L, L

they heat i wpirit, at the close of ‘their sonyg, the divine
mowRtion; < Bf ye, then, be risen with Ohrist, seek thbee
thingd witidh ave above, where Chidst siteth>on she right
haiid of Godi' ‘Set your affection on' thimge abéve; ot on
thingy ‘in the'earth. For yu sre: dead; and your life is-
hid with Christ in God. When - Christ; who is bur:life;
fedl sppend, then shall yo-ulso appear‘with him fn’ glory
Oelstiiti1.u4.: ' -
“1¥kelr inthie true spirit of the dsy.~ -External worship,
imralls itsparts,” may be regularly and: punctiliously per-
ferdtibd) while mo portion - of this spirit- characterises it.
Fhura'is a0 trué sabbatism, unless there be the resting of
thie‘believing: worshipper.in the finished work of the Sen
of iQuE: Al the services of the day must be performed
in lis name, and with exclusive reliance on his mediation,
-udhr A blood, and righteousness, and intercession ; else
the'true spitit- of the institution is essentially violated,
and>alli bereft of what alone can render it acceptable to
Geld)-> ©od: is not “honoured” (to use: the:iwerd of ‘gur
teskt)-if ithe: worship of @ sinner: be- offered in' any ether
spivie than thit of dependanve on the mevits: of the:Medi-
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ator! winl's T} soqniddbeive of Bedrv'in the ‘ghuciout Pre:
visions# Of the goupel! W' formerly notiesd, tht frele
the time of the f¥st promiss, God was' worskipped’ by
mbin'is S God bf salvation'; thas ereation was sheudluied
with vedettiption in the theme of his sabbaticdl ' Gonite-
moratiow aind praise. - So it is now. It will ok do'fo¥
sinmer t0-keop a Sabbath to God, simply as ereibor,bus
a kind of deistical Sabbath to the God of natwre;' withiolt
sy acknowledgnient of the God of gracé: 'This'wuuld
be o repétition of the sin of Cain, who broaghit- lis' offe:
img to'the God 'of providence, but withheld that sietilich
whick wes' prescribed to man' as a fallen -trenthie, i
predenititig’ of which wonld have implied. the eolvfesion N
ks guilt, P the righteousness of his condentnakivon;dsd
oﬁhhdepemhmeehmmytbmughm prosniised ayué:
ment, '+ Ay e . UL IR LAy T O
¥ foeli the! néebssity of indisting a'litkle move' st-liige
on this important subjeet ; because it ‘lies ak the 'foatid
titn of she right performance of all the duties bfthe Bug;
snd: beoause:there is so grext & variety of inotives' by hiisk
men may be indueed to mmaintsi its extornal: sheuivaios
and that, tod; withno small messare of ¥igid scruphiioing
while, from' the absence ‘of the right prineipley:- il
vanity, antd sclfdelusion. - Allow me m-Mcqu
fowuﬂﬁesqugmmdbof-dﬁmany vk
Theﬂabbathmyboobmved,mreg‘t&hhw
w-nd sequivements, from. principles of selfrightotawiesssid
Adl manner of worldly occupation why be alistained Srealy
with' & seperstitiens: apprehensivaness,—with: a: jéal oupsf
enpraschiont thut narvews the lmiit of Bivive rustirkeiie,
sivd'swys  Brupush et taite-not) buudly nbtuvée i
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God haw:left free ;. and.all the institutod forme of qntward
ahsarvanme aay be gung.about, from week t0-week;,. with
o9 undexiating regularity, as. if depaxtuxe im one jot from
wsinhlistnd. neage, would mullify the whele;aad fill the
mipd, with sexious disquietude>—so that, snduly.as by a
law, of pature; the man sball be in his .place, at his: time,
sud with the exaciness of an automaton shall he go shrongh
sl thepustemary evolntions of religions exencige;—+while
alliisdeneiin the spirit of .a self-righteous dependmce on
themeripalous exactitude of their fulfilment. . Tware may be
& @rees.deal, of seeming devotion and earnestnesa ; nay the
empmnesiness may. even be real and deep, acaording te the
womshippec's oyn understanding: of the terma on.which his
hawage. is,given, But the spirit of the.whols.isat witer vas
rigRoe with the gospel, and consequently. withthe pesl ma-
ture and ends of the day. If the Sabbath be observed.in
saohiadempex of mind, it is kept.in the letter, but broken
inshaspirit.of. it.. I¢.isnot, when so observed < the Lord's

5", don.the, Lord has not the glory given him that.is due
wniehigname.. The reminiscences of tha days and the spirit
ofie observer, axe in a state of perfect ineompatibility with
epnb. athar. .. No inconsistency.cam be imagined more dirent
sndiflagmpt,.than. to commemorate .the werk.of -the: Re-
degewart in the spirit of self-justifications to make the very
services by which that work..is celebrated; the gwound of
selfvoomplanency and :confidence ' towards -Glod, wifen the
first, design of -the work itself. is -to exolude, i therpart
ohiainnems,. allidependance, .and all gloryiny, sawe,in ithe
W | No mnm. can keep the day.accepishly-inqamy: otlier
temperiofmind shan that of acquieseencs im-the geepel
whena of merny, of . humble self-exolwsisiyand mnoondi-
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tional velinnoe op . griee: .| To: velabwate (sheo Hoplk of
réilemption; while. owr minds,-witkingly ormnvistimglp,
are it-d stite) Of- oppoeitioni toiits true: Ratueey artshsosie
divine: propesdls: founded mpon. it,-~while sieiank deing
whist we-fancy 'we 'can - to redeem - .ourselvess instossk-of
bowing - to the' sovereignty of yedeemingilomepiv notal
avseptable sitwice): but & presamptuous insulte, »THe.day,
it is true, is #'day of joy, and confidence, and sriymplnsilin
ot jnourblves.: - The spirit -of every traé obsepver Bf it
iwthut ofhim ‘who. skid, - « God forbid that) §shegkdrglery
sube inthes croid of e Lond Jesus Ghrist; byombichthe
worlllid chmeified 1mto me;:and: L unto the worldgmixAbi
hb .who:malies ltis/Sabbashvkeeping & part of:.hisminpppdsl
justifging wighteousness; and;: at-the close.of whatdsthest
osives's wall-spent dey,: feels. she risings. of: sslérconrpls-
caricyy qmdsfratters himself that he has heen 'qdding il
stobloofi meritotions: sbrvice, and recommendingrhismalfan
she divine acceptante,purchasing -the Sebbathaf héavm
by the exemplitry-correétness. of his Sabbaths on dayphy—biss
been - ndulging:al friame of mindithoronghly asitipusaiyed
ocaly' hasbeen fiestering: his own. pride in the'voryucelphed-
tlonsofl iwhat isiiimeant and - fisted to - hmmble kiheyvdu,
itstead of dulp cbsexving . the: day, been prostitutiug wop
the dishondwr of sliat Saviour. whem it is-designed seygh-
n'f!.n vHe has lot«.lmpt‘tbe Sabbath ; he hasibrelienedtsy-
Ram éwarei:how..narrow-minded, dlliberal; unehardabie,
‘sll- ghiziwiill ' by many be desmed. ::But - I ;eannutigio
‘bayond thecwbnd of she Lord, te.say less:owm anaratio:]
cabnot lotidowen the high tond:ef the gospel| wduhumodr
$ho apisy—of:theshgsn héart.. -/QF -thatgospeki ghevents
the,yeop sissdsel mnd i} dere;nots campronvidehting. hugodr
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of niy God;ito gratify the High-minded presumption of his
fullen‘ereatare. If the essenve of the gospel be. grace, the
fibit and most essential element in right sabbatical observ-
aited; nrust be the spirit of lowly and thankfed reliance on
grive; ‘even-the grace revealed in the .work from which
Jesus ¢ ceased” when he ¢ entered.into his rest.” ...... .
¢, ‘The Sabbath may be kept, from. the énfluesnt of .canly
wducation, ond of consoguent custom and Rebits - .
it #There -ate few blessings more precious-shan a-pious
puventdge;'and a traiming from childhood < in he nurture
utid! admonition - ¢f the Lord.” - But, like every. other
‘bléssing;-it:is capable, from the.perversenens of the heavt,
igf-(predueing evil as well as-good. .- Not. only may.it, by
boedless wegligence, or by headstrong : resistancey he con-
wbrted into a curse, and, apon the principle.thas responei-
‘ilisy is in proportion to privilege; bring-doiri. wpon such
wsihnve enjoyed it the heavier eondemnation ¢ but unless,
-amy ¢he part uf ‘parents, there be much. care: and - wisdom,
said -sdpplication fov spiritual influence, there-is: im:ita
thnedency, Jees apparent, but mot: onthat-acoount the less
-dategierous, to indace what ‘we may term an - dducktional
Jarimakity in religion,—the.form of godliness without the
‘power,~the regularity of ousward movements, witheat4he
dward: vital principle.! - And- to - those ‘who -aré im-
pressed with the spiritual iature of trie religion, &s a mat-
bt between the heart and ‘the heswt-searching God; the
‘danger will be fatifrom -appearing of a trivial:kin®—A
{certain.xontine of external abstinences and -exercises may
ibe«regularly.gone through on -every: retursimp! Sunday,
‘merely ftom. the-inflidnce: of -early prasticep—si praciiee
+hogur i deferancs te: the exasnple; - and - shedience to: the
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with; of pablents; mhid wierwirisi sontinwed, fvounr the sants
primciples; sud from the fowsa of habit. - There huid''boen
hrought: gruduplly: iuto opetation’ ¢ kind -of educntiesd
senné ofidnty, of wuck ‘s nature shat the cenacience world
not:feel - qhite 4t eamo under the charge of suy Hugriiis
omissivhr or breach of those observanees, with wiich 't
return ¢f the dey has, from childhood, been sesocihtid; sid
which have betome a part of the habits of Nfe,” /it il

J am far from meaning to say, that in such early regud
to' she will and example of parents, or in such edweatitial
amtociation and' habits, there is any thing wrong: AW]
intend is, that they are not enough. Some higher primd-
ple:requires to be brought into exercise. In the midat'sf
such roatine, the product of educstion and custom, the
groat designs of the institution may never have been 'axsi-
ined, understood, believed, and felt. 'There may be sthe
generul amociation of the day with the six days of crés
tion—though the bond even of that associstion mayde
very glender, s filament of thought, of which the’ mind
scarcely feels the hold :—while there may have beent io
self-application of the great principles of the gospely—h
personal oonviction of guilt, unworthiness, danger, aiff
need of salvation,—no faith in that finished work of right:
eousness and atonement of which the Sabbath is the cels
bration,—no true love to Him who < loved sinners and
gave himself for them,” and entered not into his rest ¢,
by his agonies and blood, he had completed their salvi
tioh,—no grateful « joying in God through our Lon
Jewss Christ by whom we have received the reconciliation?”
—and where these are wanting, there is no true'harmeony
of epirit with the  events and remembrances of the duy.
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Imsdutioarmay. th ritendeth sos -but tthey.: mill.be diine
wadukie, opetlier than! emjoyed -de paivileges..| Thore
magiho. s total iahgence-of) he, gennine' apihit: of i fuowpel
SUNIEw 0. apirit - of Jumble- faith, -and ferwiers. lowe,
sagranlf-shasing . rexexende, and holy joy, amd. elovated
hapegd-rhy which the Sabbath of earth i’ wendsred:a
hlessesd; fonetaste. of the : everlasting Sabbath ofiheaves.
It may beiin wlay. nf: outward . habita, . rethey. shamef
imwand ouperionces,—of forms, rather..then -of. fealings,
+m; 1 89Rfarmity ,t0- parental .connsels, and - tradisiaviany
Bravhicesy. wesher. than . fo . divine purpases. and divime
M%anﬁmbodﬂm- miﬂﬁf -bﬂt. mot- ﬂ‘ lp'thl
delighty: -Nom the Sabbath -is metxightly kepty. unless it
iyl im. #omme. mensnre, spiritually enjoyed ; nuless- the: wore
shipper bapf oue mind with..Goed, and bis heert.in tune
tkhe oy that pervaded. heaven, and.rung.:ou.on the
hns of the, blessed, .when Jesus, heving- ¢ finishod. bia

,l,"“m mtﬂ h‘m‘c S TIF I IS [T 2N |
hn?m’l!hn MM may be. ob-ervad, from- mpcu 0. the
law of she land. - Ao o

k& s e vpry plmnwl to youy mmaomed n&ﬁm
gy digcayrse, that. human laws can go.no farther im their
ijpactionsithan: to.thas which is external. .. ‘They can take
no,|.ppgRizence. of . the - miind . and heart,—of'.the seeret
thenghtaof the one, and she yseaxpressed fealings and de-
sirpe of tha other. ... Oxer: these they cau exercise no: oom-
trgl,) . I-damot. orean. that, 'when a crintinal .act:. has -heen
prformad, the. law: pey no regard, in any.ease, to the
smigrtions 1of,. the, agent~—the animusy sa..it -has technicaliy
bogm sexmag, by;which he was ot the. timaisotweteds,n,Ls
_ daggt; apd it sptimaten,the smeunt. of. tunpitivde and;.of

- O
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eFil.tondency. in. the actions Y. thak aBimus 08 Antgption
as far as it is possible with certainty; to saceriain it-or gEm
tmender, it cincwmstansially propable... Thisin s itiqeght
to,heiqinssmuch as hath the criminglity of, she; deed, ;apd
she. mischievans, cousequences of the exagnpley, depmed, o
P greatflegree, and in many cases entirely, qn the-gxistenre
A jotention...[Fhere are even cases, in which,the vexy spme
actien.may, on the one hand, be perfectly innqeqnt angd eyen
Praigewoxthys. or, ou the other, be stamped, with the desp-
Sahmaoral atropity. .But, in the first place, i{the Antwarfact
hea mot been dane,. the.laws of men have,ngthing.to.sy-
he subject of an earthly, government may be-iny heashsn
pexassin, branded by. the, God whe ¢ tries the Jeins,, yith
hlpodgniltiness, candemned by that spixityal, law .which
53R < he that. hateth his brother in his .heert,.is, s -uepr-
fherer,”"rwhile.human statutes can neither datact hia gwit
v, evan if & were avawed, bring it to punishmens, | And,
in the next place, if any thing which humsn. laws Qmm
he. autwardly dore, these laws can go no;fasther, shan, the
overt.act. The inward amotive may have,heen: ewen
Alefpetive, the state of the heart ever so dislayal;. bt of
4bat, they.can take no account. It is beyond theix,pro-
yince. It is out of their reach. It belongs.-to,.Ged
Human laws, indeed, regard those actions, againat; which
-they threaten punishment, as crimes rather than..as siss;
sad they mesasure -their enormity, and appostion,. their
-punitive award, more by the degree of harm.pxaduced.by
.Ahemn to the eivil community, than to the degnee of their
intainsic monal turpitude. They cannot, intheir segnisie
‘thoma;:reach: £0.4he great principle of morglitysithenregard
~due, to tha.gustkority and the.glary. of; the rwivexsed Soye-
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Feipn: <In'n word) tHéy catinot cothititnd whit' ¥ strictly
itnd M&‘lyl‘éﬁgwuﬁ.' [ U R S AT P TY Y B LAY R VN Y]
i Phe Eifferent lights ‘in which thé'Babbiath may, stid ‘nidy
Otibt; b thi'subject of hiiian legidlation, we Bavé fortheéily
'bowiidiéred. My preverit business is rather v sdiiotitkh
“ttiy'Hedrers 6f the danger arising from the existinl fast of
' ¢t liw ‘of the’Sabbath having & phace iw the ‘veatutébdok
tof thé cotintry y-#he danger of observing it'ts @ el Hivti-
“Hition;' 0N o' vegard tothe Taws ih general, anid 4 pesia-
w¥iét 'of ‘the shlwtary effects of this' law il prrticiilar dpon
ifite' érder, ‘'and virtue, and well-beiiig, of soefety. ' Muilti-
1gd@es therd hre, there is reason to fear, whose sabbuth-kebp-
iy goew ho higher in the printiple of it thaw this. They
~kedp the day, as subjects of the'Bhitish, rather than of the
\Divime government. - Grest: Britain i¥; in -their comvon
'pusiance, a Christian country'; its-inhinbithwesate Chridtian;
+jt4-laws and institations aie' Christiar. * On' this’ gerferal
~ypeinciple, they féel themselves bound to eonform te these
‘lawe dnd institutions—as -goed, toyul, Christian subjests.
~They abstdin;- therefore, from their secalar oceupations
- adidl ausements, ds far, at least, as public- example-re-
“iyhivew :—they go to' churoh ‘with others, and pay what
-vghiey 'reckon a becoming and 'dutiful deference to:the
- ‘weellly eeremonial of the Suwday.- -But what is-therd) in
~wil thiis, of the spirit-of obediénce:to God ? -What is there
9 keeping the Sabbath holy to:the- Lord #- What is there
"o the miad and keart:of a ereatire commemorating;: ¥with
+ddvent adoration, the doings of its:Creator? o of a'sinner,
shymbling ‘bimself- before his offended.Gieds in confession
- 14 siny thanksgivingfor revealed: love; dad supplication for
- amdréyed-- ' What) is- there of ‘weligions priaviple)soriofidrue
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and: wecepteble worship? - I in; der trythy'w seke atockery
dfithel Mogt High, -1t & givitly te himsell:the semblanco o
hehugle,'ahd: to'his shtutes she semblanns’ of subutiselowt’
whilyithe real loyaity of the heart yises ne higher :thar s
thib-thwone; und eonstitation, snd laws of the British Jees:
Itic retldering 16 Crosar the things that are Godjs, Ll
al\fonsisih's $ulogy for Handel's sake,” it is bpwingsavile
naie of the Kihg of Zion, in honour of the king of thew
realms." There is mothing in it whateoever of this'is sadl
bististn of the people of Giod,” which: is kept by themy-ia

héneur of Him whe, «“having ceased from his' w(uh e
tetted into his rest.” SRR

“Yet me entreat all my hearers, to “lay to hemrt" the

pithméunt importance of right principle. Do rementibes,
that, in as far as you yourselves and your respoisibility
to God ire concerned, the principle of the observande of
thé day may be almost, or altogether, as reprehensible in
his sight as the principle of its non-observance: Thete
mbay be guilt contracted in the doing, as' réally, and =
mitich, as in the not doing. It is in this, as it is in evely
mattér of external celebration,—ArL depends on the piin-
ciple. ‘There is, you are wéll aware, more thar a Posti:
bility,—there is a possibility which has many many a tise
been exemplified in fact,—of praying to be seen of wém;
of giving alms to be seen of men, of fasting to be seen of
men ; and, after all, having no reward of your Father whe
is in heaven. Nay, more : on the authority of the saime
omniéciént discerner and righteous judge of humsn tom
duét, thére is 4 possibility of even « making long prayéis,”
and 'fecelvihyg, in nswer to them, « greater dammdtion.”
deeply feel Alf* the' delitaty-of thib ‘part of nvy subjecy: Fur



haifi>that o sheuld: preswime 14 dissymia dvom deoing 99 any
men wiid esternaiby kbbpe $he: .Sebhthmlwd
think sifieihoxtingnhim te.dedistd 1, dmd. yety0h A valne dis
senb st sy omn,: L dine: nosi flasten hing, in |she <elusine
fanini, dhat, Whide he.is urinfluemeed: by gennine avsnigelis
ealigirincijilos) hosia dping awght'thes the Lozd af $he-Sebm
Takhsgagnbe plensed wish, and: will acespse—r+On. thin.an sn
vacWne sigaldr peints, she ruth seems, suficensly simple,
The- duty: of, external observanee. is. moumbews on awery
mannftr whatpverisi theduty of ane, js.the dnty, of.all.
Bnt thany the prineiple shat is necessary, to the xight perr
formance of the duty, is equally incambegt, o qvery man ;
the: obligation teiany duty, indeed, necessarily involying
tha. iebligation to whatever i previously, requisite, 0. the
propen.disgharge. of it.. It is the duty of all to_pray ;—bus
the Bible teaches ys; thas acceptable prayer must he offexed
by a.sianer in faith on the name of Jesua;—whence it folr
lows that, on the_part.ofall who hear the gospel, and have
the wiord of God in. their hands, the duty of prayer in-
wplyes in it the previpus duty of believing in Christ, snd
giving the hears to God throngh Him. In like manner,
it isthe.duty of all to. keep ithe. Sabbath :—but shis prq-
oegds on the assumption, that it is the duty of all to beligye
inbim whose. work.of salvation it cornmemorates ; to make
that.work the. ground of their hopes, the source of their
joysy and their sole plea.for the acceptance of their persons
amd services; and, nnder the combined influence of faith,
ang fear, .and love, “.to warship Him who is @ Spirit .in
spiwit and; ia. truth.” . . But are there not. thousands, and
tens of thowsnnds, who keep the Sabbath from po such
prisiciples #s.thesa.? . And. all such, we muss, warn anew, of
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the - #lussry mature of theit -dependanée on- batward' ob-
wiviinces; without the right stite of mitich'- #ii butisaehe
tithing of mint, uhd anise, and comnrin, to the neglese-ofithe
wiiglitier matters of the-law. All their noise id-btit<is
sbtmditvg hirtiss or a tinkling .cymbal ;” and: uf ' ir
ttitwird pomp and punctuality of celebration, whilh the
Kigh commiand of ‘Jehovah, that sinners ¢ believecstte
nasite of his Som,” is disregarded, he-will say;ss Wihahith
required this‘at your hands?” - - - oo vomdo osd

~This leads me to another observation -of a:geweihl -
tare ; namely, tliat a-right principle,—a right-dtatesof db-
position towards the Sabbath, and the ends-of its+inskitu-
tion,—will be the best regulator of the cenduet @ the
ontward observance of it. Where this, in sny#hidd like
due measure, exists, there will be comparatively litth loc-
casion for marking off, and:defining with jealous predisen,
the limits of external duty. I feel it to be of the kit
consequence, to aim, in the first instamce, st'the reétifidaton
of the inward principle ; as it will preclude the ‘neebdity
and save me the trouble, of many minute detuils; s Hiir
breadth distinctions, and cases of consvienve, and!eHHéu
questions of casuistry. It is, I apprehend, a wery wefa-
vourable symptom of the state of & man’s heard) whesthe
is prone to start these, and puzzled abont their setthénieint;
when he is incespantly on the verge of that line: which
separates what is spiritual from what is secular, and “full
of questions and hesitations respecting the side of -it-on
which one action and another should be- considered:as
lying ; himself vacillating in casuistical doubt, ahd:prasti-
oul inoonsistency ; even when conscience decides: ixi-fay6ur
of the spiritual, making it manifest that bis imclinwtioh is
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30 thasesmlar, pnd thet heis anneyed at not heing able. to
A9n¥inee himselfion, thet side ; bus, more frequently, finding
,gut, seme plaugible apology to reconcile his conssience and
,his ;ashes, and- ak;. times coming. te terms of.compromise,
. balving the disputed ground.. This isa pitiabls atate
.of apind ; the. course of eonduct. produced. hy it-is.mest
Aphappy..to: the pexson’s self, yielding meithes. wosldly
| piaasane, nor zeligious enjoyment, withont-a large draw-
back of self-dissatisfaction ; and if:is no, less mjud;mﬂm
its pffects upon others. . .When. the principle;and dasposi-
Sion Aze. xights I do not say that:np questions of perplexity
Fill,aven present themselves ; bus they will be compara-
Sively few,. and .not-often of difficuls.decision. . .,,,.-
.. Ehaugeneral observation is applicable, to. other precepts
#f #:9imilar: complexion.. Thus, when Paul says, « Be not
wopnformed. fo. this world, ~mhe. delivers & most.important
iAMaticed  injunction. .. But every one must. be semsible,
1hatawhere there is.a disposition to be jesuitical in behalf
{ﬂf&‘bﬂﬁ'ﬂdﬂn& thowsand questions may be plausibly ataxt-
(A6l TRpecting:, the. precise bounding lines. by which,.the
., Adlaonition. should be defined ; .questions, of which seme
. Jght. present no, little difficulty in. the speculative solu-
489+ ., But the safest guide will be, having the heart under
sthagbabitually. predominant. influence of those principles
, AR4, affections included in. the counterpart.of the admoni-
; $0R< but be ye transformed by the renewing of .your
.mjnd.” . Unwarrantable conformity to the werld will be
., most easily and satisfactarily. prevented, by that new mind
.Mihich .is imperted. by the renavating and.tawhsforming
Spirit, of Godi. The rectified disposition will vegulate.the
. ghpies pilending,the specions masonings of eorryption, and
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determining the, condnet, more by, he,tact of u.epiritesl
wlm&.,“'%n by, the intricacies o & perplexing caminiFy,
u/un Ve n;n.‘mmlly]od.byoup ext lqﬁlﬁ‘ﬂﬂm m
e state of the mind and heart in regard to the Sabhath. .
"” fully expregeqd in these terms— I thou count the k.
3 dalight, the holy of the Lord, honourqb]p,.,,m
expgewpao imply. three things :—First, sacred plagmey i
the,dgy; secondly, a snitable .impression of jts guthariy,
purity, and golemnity ; gnd, thirdly, a preper sensg, of. the.
dignity of its appropriate employments. - .1 11,0, .,
A There _is, first, sacred pleasure in the day, wigh, i
obiW and exercises :—¢ If thou call the ﬁ’bm WS
de"ﬂ"t " . tera b oaght
Tbls"(;learly }nclndes more thsn mere OPPFOM%M
the‘oo‘nv;ctl‘on of propriety and duty ; for theneymay aften.
be speh conyiction, where there i little or np plepsyre of
heary in following jt out.  Delight in thq appropriste gy,
gagemepty of the Lord's day_pre-supposes  a_remqwed,
heart; spirituality of affections agd desires; love. tn,th.
blessed _object of all worship; love to.Chyist, in,, whoss.
name, as well as 0 whom jointly with the Father and the,
Holy Spirit, the worship is offered ; love to the spings,
“ the excellent of the egrth,” who come together qm £ha.
day to unite, with « one heart. and one soul,”. in the dytjet,.
and pleasures of devotion, and in, gommemarating the wogk
of their great Lord, as the ground of their persenal hopes,,
aud. the bond of their social. union. The < delight”, mpst)
be considered as including pleasure in anticipation, plps
sung in the servicep.of the day themselves, and plegsupe)
in subsaqment yeflection. _This state, of heart will dispgee.
us to hail the return of the day as « the best of all the
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sevbn's " “bicithse 1t 'Briags before 'the mmd,ty all its
sacr¥d 'isoeliitions ‘sad’ direct engagements, events 'm'd
subjodts'8il Which it deliglits to dwell, and invites to exer-
ciles Whiflth ‘have a richer and ‘sweeter relish than ai
euthly dostipation ; cheering the soul with holy joy, and
elvating it to thie object of ita'best affections, and the spring
of ity Puidst and most exquisite pleasures. If we thus
«\Wbuitit the Babbath a delight;” instead of ssying « What
a'Wedtinéts is it!” our wearying will be for it, not of it ;
we shall long for its arrival, not for its departure ; we shall
rejoitlé' in ¥és rising, not in its setting sun; we shall be
« glad 'Whén it is said unto us, Let us go into the house
of the Lord,”—glad of the invitation to retire from the
world t6 'God, not of the necessity of returning from God
to the wotld ; when our thoughts have found rest in hea-
ven, they' will revert with reluctance to the cares and tnr-
mijils of esirth, Instead of wishing the Sabbath cancelled,
otiy only regret will be, that we cannot protract its holy
enfdynients ; and our chief desire, that the redolence of its
swibls nisy diffuse itself over our whole course during t'he
othiér' days of the week,

2. There is, secondly, a suitable impression of the
authorily, purity, and solemnity of the day and its engage-
mienti.—All these are included in the epithetical phrase,
“the Roly of the Lord.” 'The primary import of the term
Aoty is; that the day is set apart. It is set apart to the
Lotd, and by his authority. It was He who originally
« blessed the Sabbath-day, and sanctified it.” It is “the
Lowd's day.” Tt is called by him « My Sabbath.” He
set the briginal example of its rest; and he has authorita-
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throly comsetrated it to'lis swn-worelilp and teerviées! it
is holyrofithe Trord; and koky to:thbi Losd s But ite-héing
thus holy,:sanetified; ‘set apirt ¢d- God, invobvies: alstidhe
fdea-ofpurity: | This wiis desecisted, under the #W, With
oveoryithingy acoording 0 its:msture, that was consphrasid
to: God:|: Gf whatever was inanimate and irrationmly there
was o eeremenial purifying; and this wagall:ef dvhish
these wore susceptible.- There was & similqr cleansingyef
Human agents,  when:they were to:be:employed: e
dirvinie servioe ;- but, in their case,/it'was onby isigmifiesin
of what was still- mere -essential, the murel and spiriskl
‘desmsing: of ¢ the inner:man.” The: Sabbathi iw's Aely
daly, because it is' saeved :to the service of hmwinGmisly
hely Being. - -Tts peculidr exereises are purednd: epiiisask:
-« God is ». Spirit; ‘and ¢hey that worshyp Hiin; ssds
worship Him in spirit and :in trath." He who is hely,
must be worshipped < in the beauwty: of: holinesstv Tirle,
evnsidered in:itself, % ineapable of méral chaamosertsc B
‘purity of she day is the associated: purity.af the Bebigw
whorm it is sacred, and of those -wewshippierd -whd dhalldw
it to his service—And in all-that ds-thns holysenddet
apart to God, there is solemnity. 'The day is assedixted
with «the glorious -and .fearful name of the: Lionddelr
God.” The very phrase, ¢ holy of the Lord;” demveysit
the pious soul the impression :of sacredness and. awes vit
associntes with time the samse sentiment of venerationthit
is 80 repeatedly associated with place; when Jehovab-swys,
"« Put éff thy shoe from thy foot, fortheplack whewo shou
mandestiis holy ground.” .All that{ls associgted with
Jehwvah berrows of the reverenoe that isdwe 96 his 4 e
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nible-Majestyic: Jfiwe hawe s godly feax. of Jebaval hiw-
salfy iwe: cant never.hold;in. Jight estimetion .that.which is
ffihaly.of-the Lord.”. - :Aad-thie leads me to.moticen-» il v
1318, . Thist there.is- in the texs; thirdly, ;a preper. sanseniof
the: dignity of sabbatical engagementa. - The. Sabbath vust
heionmsed 14 honourable.’—The . Lord - has pub distinétion
snd-hdeouh:upon that day, by ithe very fack. of setting: 4t
wpaetyim b spacial manner,-$0-his own woemshipe » Braty
shing; deriveq: honotw. from .its connexion. with.Ged.
rtlané) arw, -hid mnworthy creatures, felt shis as wo ought!
i&#ewho has honeured the day, by seperating it to himself,
patds the Kighest- honour upon - us, when:he allows-me 0
dngegeimhis: worship. . The condeseension is ki, and:ft
iginfinitely the:hanour is ours.. And can we hayes highes,
sham whéd qvd-are admitted inte his presence—when ' we
vomie-evenvte His seat-—when we draw near: sot the. throme
ofilils grace.and glory; by-the.#new and liviag way: which
M hath consetrated for. usd”. We are on the highest pin-
magleodf moral; elevasion, when we are. holding.communion
sof sotl dvith: she [infinite. (vod.~—The day, moreower, is
ehbnousable,” inasmuch as it commeémorates the. gloriouns
bwoeks-of God.: 'Fhis is especially true. of the Christipn
iSabbath| as being the commemonation of the paost com-
-pleye and: brillinnt manifestation of the divine honour.jr-
:evemof that worl which:brought ¢ glory, to Ged .is -the
shighest,~whioh dlnstrates amd maguifies all his perfeo-
tiomnsm-which. i the object of angelic -contemplation and
soondey;-the. spuroeof angelie: instanction,—thethemd of
‘mngeliopraise. -We .reckon 8 day. of human institutien
Jeomvourdble, i proportien: as:we astach -she: seutiment: of



honsari oo thii pirson -or/ this: svbiy GHHRNINIRITPY
horeminbace .of -the peivn, #8 tkd' dpiildohr e
event or slokiowemtetit) dile Stuneforved’ini otk itndls -4/t
delyly qndl adeotinted with s roguilar vetinil IR i
with the18ibbatls; : Glory is isceibed On ik’ By, DM
letsors bfdight.: The poreon celebrated:ts G Wi Khif ¥
glody! i the! avhievement; His conqiisst of B poledbr
hell; 'and:the evewt, his: bursting' the! baitds 90 Jeaa
s the siguml &F his triwenph, wird thephedgwoltnll CHRVIRINIE
tovjshas guined forman: Wit day i ottt WoRd%s SR
Minsory;-ehali:be hbld 3 Ronewr; § wet thi? ! Fhe el
b ixtsonsible to-all- that # glovious inl periohdd skeeidaty
o all thes is ilustricws i moral enterprisd; te sl thiis'W
stupendowein power, venerable i holiwhs;, st aetvibrivd
in love, who foel not thie dlaims to hotioay! peusenssd ¥
h-.m.&y.a o« st al ot o eenwon yllse
+1f 1 such - be our’ séntiments' and' foelingss bt Ryl
will:-mov- b, with hw little of hallowiet vihie;ohnd it
how simall &' povtion of ssored ouiplayment; wel carikedy
on good terms with  conscienve) Wihd' suve' Gurdrddie W
professors of the Chrivtiaw faithi W shill habe wbonei
to-abridko the. day,—wiio symputhy with those wh@pgal
owt shore; us far a8 shiry! possibly okt its prculind iupeililé
Fhe oblebration-of i¢ will 11t Bo so mitehl a'thattiir oF 46K
selomce 'with ws; 'ug of ‘Méatefolt privilegd uiid' phsntk
Ttéichoerful: devotions will e ‘the “dluthielt Hit* Wi W
douds brbathld freely, dird inlinle spirttial hedHH, » Wouhn
itk g dbRigght, " —sovenerating i ‘wuthoRity; 1 TETN
solsnitf inavowholy of theLasd"-Landreddiiaip N
 bowimpublls'0 iy intowr diby thiit Brisigst oviehd 9b 4 The
Mawrasy, g - wtesswels i
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Drigtaneplansions afiive glerys—me shal de eplinitens
MY'IMM ity ;pablic, and..domnstie, -and pereetil
dntion werthiky. te: Gady. and: prefisably. 0o ountelves. ;nav-:
ei TG MIPTOpEiste. oxamoises of the Stbbatiy-hotpulin
ﬂd\&l}m %o spixitny. - They. canvess therefiwejibe
NeUHniperipemed,. . withost spiritaality ofiiseind sroeasl
Whon, s mind ¥ spixitual,, there will be.aidelightful-hat
mORy, brsveenn. £he one, sud. the other. - Spirkualitylief
BEagomans Wil beshe spontaneous product of agiriselivy
o mnind; aph spizitanlity wEmwind will give et and: sekiah
 Apixitwity. of engagemont. .. /pon. khe ‘priMciple ok
hag henn Jaid, devny 1. feal - na.if X mighttbe relessad: feoms
thenasomity: of onpering, with mimmte particularidy, inte
thadisswsion eithenof what'aught or ef whatouli safito
et dope..am, thigoholy day.... On -the latten sulject: eope-
cially, however, the field is various and extengive g-anid;
a}hough 11vb 8. much for the seke:ef thadeciodly spifis-
whe may: ba deceiving' theunelm respecting theie: pbserws
apee sl -the Sabbath; Aattering, themselves that alkie well
owaghs while they mey bedeing shinge which ought mas
wihedeme, and: leaving .undene what eughs. 4o be done;
wfle der. vations. pretexts, .apelegining :for botlu;—an
wil ‘a8 -fon the. parpese of improasing:.on. the. minds. f
oy, o dpnger: .arising feom . beth. parsonali and -publie
twmegremions of thailaw:of thei Sabhath s I.fedl it nepdful
tavdwell a livtle o8, tho, incumbent dutivs- of: thee. dey,-ame:
taenismgemare widely,on iv prafonssions.  kiwinbto des-
potak thm fornenin whes femains.af the presgnt dissannien
0T i dutionel thodug:may e divided imto tidnamisnte,
publis, domestic, and personal.
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 Ad prefatory $0 our brief:notiosswf theed/ it many bé!
proper: to - ébsarve; 'that the previons - proparation of ¢l
héurty she:'production of & wuituble: framve’ of whind for-tht:
duebbservance of the day, cught, in the flrst: inkguseis,! to-
be attended:to 1 and that every thing -should; s mubhig
posdible; beuvoided, that intérferes with:'this: tecossgsy’
end. ' Of-this deseription, surely, are lute-phirties, wid-
late* domestio stir and bustle, on-the preceding wighs:nad:
long lounging in-bed, and: comsequent hurry add-cunfasiits’
want of eomposure -of mind, haste'snd' distractibn bodhéa!
private and - family devotions, and even the-vecumionkhmes:
glect of the former altogether, on the Sabbath:! nioming:
Shun these things. Let the turmoil (if tursmeil ke
must be) of the Saturday night be closed as early s pes
sible. Rise betimes, and begin the day with God, in yew
closets, and ‘around your family altars:-uthat, by the
reading of his werd, and prayer for yoursslves' and -yous!
fellow-worshippers, you may be in'a fit state lof il for’
going up to the sanctuary of God. “win w1~ vz auh anl
‘1. First, as to- public dutivs.~~The Babbath:-vallsryew
to the:- house of the Lord. If you do “¢ountit & delight
you: will never, for any trivial reason, sbsent yoiswelves'
thence. It is a'day, as has been repeatedly observed;né-
the public celebration of events-the most deeply intardst:
ing to the church of God. His people:come together for:
this - purpose. They obeerve the' institutions of : sodal
religion ;- commemorating the death and: resuxreetibn, the
finidhed -work, and glorieus triumph, - ef: the Primce. of
life. - On his death and resurrection, : jointly, their hopes'
depend;: and the remembrance: and -celebration -of both
were united in the social worship of the primitive church;
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Théy zemombevtd theiosdyingidrntd: in the joint pertisi-
patlon of - the;symbels o6 his-brolmen: bedy, and.shed: blogd,.
whiletheychawnted sheir hymns of praise,in honeurof,
his trivmply oyertdoath and-bis, asosusion to gloxyswrkhey:
unitadinciprayer snd supplication; with thanksgiving ;-
theay peceived,sha:lessons of divine instruction .fromthe.
stared womdg—and they, eontributed of their substance for
theuponryinnd:: for the aanse. of .Ged. : . He: eounts aot. the.
Sabhealiteelf; & delighty who.connss not these exenciges.a.
datight,s whe ehaents. himeelf from: them on.insufficient:
gromndsa, . e who,attends.ta them..with. listlessness,:and
longatill:they:deme ta a elose..:1'To eater here, minutely,
inppy Aheimanner in which thess vaxious exencises. onght.to
be.performed, would be tedionl,laul, after what has been.
alunndys sdid, isimnnecessary.:: S L et
-afts- Jutt mAmotice, aacondly; the domeatw 1duties of the
dwag-'l‘hem are eertain,spiritnal functiens which. belong
tachdssorofi familiese—~to parents and masters, which on.
this day are especially incambent ;»..I mean, all -that. is
comproligndds:du.she spiritual superintendenge, the. care
andindtanatinn, of shose placed by divine providence under
theirisushority.. -1 am. aware, that. this. should,.in some
reapdess;i:be- an. revery-day oocupatien y~by example, by
lmdutal remaxk, by .occasional admenitien, by improv«
ingpastirular ocourrenges and circumstances, for imparting
useful- knowledge: o the.mind;-and drawing the-heart to
Goil. «Bu# the- Lond'si day,~and -especially (according
tadaudahle Socottish custom at:least): the evening of .the
dayy is eminently appropriate for this. important exercise.
Ling hes.it: hoem: o .devoted; in.the exempluy pmtwe
of families . whare .God's.nsme is recorded.. o



S dogided snd s fitendetn: Salibaukidneiiliy
sehaniesvlir thaimbe afodbibiren sbhwin @odshe Ryl
vidanen bas homei of bh suthanl guardisas-of hads tlidi
Yoo o shp salon of chikivin whese: pureiqsaeiohho
the -fions, ofl,thel Lord, und joancless about: bichushielfe ov
sonls. and: the.sauly of shein offspring, iuands sven taracil
copan, a8 20 oacesionsl ox sipterd supplemeitinddsdlgreld
effogs of Christisss parents, theriselvesy winesidaousls 38
ot upon, she best insereeta: of these whotadenabboo
their hone, stk feshof their flesh.”. (11 derventhylwlakitn
ROSpRRity of ispckt rsaniinaxies of divime-sitienifayiekd
ko of she yonng: themselves, of the dmrulopf Slodpul
of saciety ~~aen; omntl fancy to myselfi. o phienadtevyad
mowe. beneficial way: in which., the Eords:dwpriovalipge
can, be gpent, by thows who are qualified fomtiv welbael
who bave.net cngngesaents at: hdmet wisisk wlaisioslbi
vty or countxy, gatharimg.such:ilitsheigretapheagnliod
them, and. tonching sheps-from Sherbent afibookm diodd
sans ofheavenly wisdom, < the. things shat drelowggomy
theie peace ;" ~~mforming: theie /minds) pessumdipngeaiall
wills, tonching theis. hoatts; and’ wisning . thintedhiin
snd te the patha of life. ;| carmently, revomumend: dhiniie
ployment. Some,.perhapsy maynow-be heuring sniowisi
from ‘& good.encugh metive, bty to ‘say thes lotwts ol
with rether move than ehough -of -selfishneds {formdiish
neas is pevsible in spiditusl e« well-asin sestspatalenricisnt)
addict Shemaslves: 0 the: prastioe of sefencn bumtEnjlide
the . Sabbath evemings,I-will- not. enyravithecs ivdiig
ouns,”’. bt will svatt. suppose she wewy>host im thinivihufial,
~—who cught to be engaged m doing goed to othem, in
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- " g soneldingeehdetuyh bor
‘bﬂ\‘m& shaidayw il idhele yémh®! Wat-witulr
SRR SRPOSY donush: revemyriend wnels histitatode s watiide
fou their. aupplentipg dedvestio bisstovietion.  Tin Yerds Wt
they syattsn ol Family: taition whewh -evert beiaBroMsl il
theonere extbnded. systpm - of -Bundwy-schodl: Hhithén’
Dieeplp shoonid i deplore sceitg ax ond patove ddolplisi:
g demditioadence as/thy  tondey repoliebtivhd M MR-
hoaddting hafanrmy oun dwind :-wived b BilleWibupy’
wishi.fatheér,om- mbther;icof bod, 'wlsethbles round 'ithe
fatnily fizanide —aepoit in sacesusion theit-1ittle ‘vitis; of
Kawich, ¢ 'quistiabs, or pealts! and Ryt L rehdo frdh
the, woud oif Ged,.atid-are eacourayéd ve inquire tmiensi-
g dor shombol wou) br wimalatod t5 attention wid anter
wynding by iqueries mildsessed ubtliomdiogheriorhere
difleuls alscciding tethdir youry 4od-apaciiive, with vhi
sivemdsogranityf imapuestive sucivusness, ind'the- Mndly
milmyand. the gliskouing tenr-of wieos affsbiion’—whkéi
iswospivn Salensef -hely wale;—of Adsiny in paridise ¢ 0f
thaitomphation qnd twhe: fall 7 b ithe wickedness-of nien;
wbithe spatiason of | Gud, and-the wwied 'visiustion 'of Lis
jniiaish nengaunee-in the dwwelhting' fleod ; of; Nohh; dnt
thivank, and the ndw bogiaming of the world ; -0F Al
oy, amdl  Iseas, wend Jacely ; of Jesoph wnd Hiv Hirotheen ;
ofiMiawen: in the:bulislios i 0f - Fonak and Niatish ;of
Denicland shethmoanhiddion ; and, abvye ull, ofehd =oly
childndesns, wthe itk Df- s Birth, and- e, st

denth ;i thel:ininuimblyir simplel and i ulloiting: - wiedative
dlm il Gutimusinee, gy QulvarysBach-Gu
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mestio -sodnes are the: duliglit of every piods -heant. D
let not"Christian ; pmu dlov'thm to d:qur Tromithe
darthl:i- ¢ . e L e
8. Wbmihuepnbhumd dommma-
attended to in a-right frame of spirit, the personal ttits
and exercises:of the day will not be neglectedi—These,
perhaps; are the moss unequivecal tests of principlevt/The
very publicity of the serviees of the sanctuary leswes rpom
for the emteance and 'operstion 6f various ‘motivesilsf-a
mingled and doubtful character. The power-of genetsl
custom, of regard to reputdtion, and to the wishes sndik-
pectations of others, ‘may bring & man to she house of
God, while there is little of eonscientions prihdiple] .add
still less-of spiritual affection, in exercise. That whicks
puablic, therefore, is the least to be depended upondfiéhe
indications of godliness. It is one of those’thimgw:of
which the meglect i a decisive proof of itz absente, while
the observance is no ‘certain evidenee of its -preses—
Next to them, in this respect, stand 'the duties!of fuely
worship and the forms of doméstic instruction., : e
privacy of these being greater, the proef Js:peopw-
tionally less equivocal. But still thore is ‘reeus'Ryr the
inflaence of example, and of traditionary chistom, alsd-of
other considerstions, which may prompt 16 aipretiy-sey-
‘ular, nay, even to ‘a scrupulously cotvect, observants:of
the duties, when there is no great 'muasure of the spirit
and life of personsl piety.—The most 'trying question i,
~what is a' man when by himself ?—~whit are hiseanpioy-
‘tetits then Pisthe oceupations which he cheosew; whesno
eye is upon him but that of the Lérd -of the 'Sabbuth?
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.Thesesa the fpiress e of perisioipli, and of. ebe -spirituel
aintacef thojagard ; thied heinly: inwvegyrd toithom o far
greater likelihood of ‘purity in the motive by which ithe
choies imdictated. 1 sby;.a: groaser likdlihaed y/for the
ontt W «“ deceﬁll,above:aﬂi\tﬁnsﬁxmfimmn
imd¥e niost: private religions exercises, a- possibility of
wtibxturky 1A man may, for the sake of chiwacter, potrt a
Jhypoeritiesl retirement, that he may get the credit .of
adding secret to domestic and publis- devotions. So that
sheiguestion here vkt lie between conscience and God.
Thie:persdnal duties of the day are, secret prayer ;—the
. private’ realing of God's word,.-and of such instructive
‘beokd: of hupan composure as tend: to open and impress
itd)idwths:itind precepts, to edify the mind, and improve
Ghérheartsand draw the affections heavenward ;+—medita-
tiomonithe oontents of the word, whether read or heard,
aaid self~examination respecting their influence upon our
chazacter and life ;——and other similar exercises, for which
thos® ‘who..%.call ‘the- Sabbath a delight” will seek “4in
#8tnest; as far as can; possibly be aecomplished, to find and
saedeem time. These, I repeat, are the surest evidences
&f epiritmality in the tastes and tendencies of the mind,
—4i9f.a healthy state of soul: Try yourselves by them. I
grestly fear, that, if we do so with faithfalness, we may all
of us:find 2o small amount of negligenee and of sin to be
sajmovledged and deplored; much that has indicated a
sad,deficiency in our.spiritual relish for spiritual things;
niqel of precious sabbatical time that has been. allowed
. corelossly .to run to waste, or worse than unprofitably
aquasdered—But.1 cannot enter upon: the ways in which
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this may be done, without anticipating the topics of next
discourse; in which we shall consider the profanations of
the Sabbath, under the three particulars enumerated in the
text—< not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own

pleasure, nor speaking thie mom words”, |
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DISEOURSE “VIE ™ ™

Isa1am lviii. 18, 14.

«If thou shalt turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy
pleasure on my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of
the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour him, not doing thine own
ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words:
then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause thee to
wide upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee with the heritage
of Jacob thy father : for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.”

HaviNng, in last discourse, dwelt at large on the right
principle of the Christian Sabbath, or the state of mind
and heart necessary to the due celebration of the first day.
of the week,—as well as on some of those spurious prin-
ciples from which the observance of the day may be
outwardly, but not acceptably, maintained ;—and having
very briefly illustrated the public, domestic, and personal
duties, to which the return of the day invites, and which
form its appropriate and obligatory engagements :—I now
proceed to call the attention of my hearers to the modes
in which the day may be profaned,—arranging my obser-
vations under the three particulars specified in the text—
doing our own ways—finding our own pleasure—speak-
ing our own words.
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Before entering on these, & remark or two: msy. o
proper on the phraseclogy of the pasiage.  Thre firstjus-
pression in it, desctiptive of the conduct required eh thy
Sabbath, is of a general natnre— If thou withdwow iy
Jfoot from thé Sabbath.” In order to a simple and katis
factory' explanation of this somewhat sivgular! fovm1ef
speech, we ought, I should sappose, to conceive of w par«
son as, during the preceding days of the wedk, following
a particular course;—going forward: in the prosdeution of
his worldly engagements,—and, whén she Sabbetd: ul
rives, hs' stopping ir his course,—.devisting 'frem:i s
ordinary occupations,—not intruding eh’ its- hallowsd
hours with the footstep of earthly and secular businesses,
—but waiting till it be over,~~devoting it td-its ewn
proper employments and purposes,—¢ resting - the.Sub-
bath-day according to tlie commandment.” - ROTRTRINE

The remaining phraseology of the thirteenth. verss
proceeds, we are constrained: to’say, upon ia vety hansbling
assumption;—the' assumption 6f ‘& nuturdl contrasrietyrbe
tween man and God :—for what i¥ the langanjse pil« gl
shalt HONOUR BIM, not doing THINE owN waysink
finding THINE owN pleasure, wor spesking’ PETI 1oWN
words” When nman was i inmeeence, there - wus peik
fect wnison between his' mihd dnd the wmind of - Gbd
There was no comtrarivty. His ways, ltis: words bié
pleasure, wore all such ns to- bd « welllensing so-the
Lord.” There was then 1o inclinatien on the patt ofitie
ereaturé, to alienate from the Creater the time; or asy
part of fhe time, which had; by his. sathorityy beds:deds
cated to his worship:—and, while the seventh. Suy wa
sabbatically kept, as especially holy te* Eitm vwisey, o Chet
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day,.had rested frem.the, work. of his. creasive power, the
ocgupetiens)of theintersening) six days, were chargcterized
byia Aabisnal remembrance (o). God, and .a dgyout refer-
anioe of W thinga 4o Him. ..Inthat primitive perjod (alas!
harbrief!) of. ;man’s histery; thera waa. ingomparably
werepefidexntion in hia secular employments, than there
isymgw ‘i -his, religious exercises,. His secular employ-
manta.warethon all imbued with the. pyress; piety, and
wers,iindeed, in, the spirit of them, acts of dewotion:—
whenees siaw, hig very scts of dexotion are, evep, the best
ofithema; degply tinctured, with the spirit. of seeplarity and
earthliness. 1, Man's .owm ways.are now -contrary to the
woys.of. God:t, his own plessure. to, Godis. pleapure; his
omm words te God's words.  To.the, spiyitnal, mjnd, the
lahguage of the. text ia, in this Kiew. of it,, affecting and
humbling. He who “knows what.is in man’ knows that
tha wayls, the. pleasures, and. the wonds, which. are appro-
priste: sa the weekly season: of hallowed rest, are not
main’mewn; not.those which he naturslly chooses or pre-
fewn. - He likes msher the ways, and pleasures, and words,
ofitha.other days of the week,+~those things which, being
<t off.the earth, earthly,”. axe in hampouny with the native
disposisions. and tendewcies of bjis hegrt. If in the spirit-
ual- oxercises of the Sabbath he has any true enjoyment,
bd owes it to that new nagure which is the. work of the
regenerating Spirit of God in the soul, intxodncing new
principles of -action) new objects. of affection; and desire,
aad new. sources of gratification. and, delight. What_ is
stndnal: and: ggoulsy is his own;, whtmupmtmlwd
hnvally: iin God’s. - EEEREI] SETE

- W ahalt. nowt $ale up. tke'cbm hmcw»f,th@ma'



000

theay fliarin sedes, imtvedwslie andid enaiiime par @SR
oft Iprobihitioswhicli di- seomvimtiwillyive daggdet. (T
motiioe dvery: thinysbatotkight! b mowesl,2ushd Linebeg
ithd Propriety, - tntaliothey vaienw dopertarent<Hr M,
wonildibid-mer imgervvinable thsk:: Font'overy Pkl ok
tiodl, and frofossion, dack questionwimay e Expoclaiits
¢hoss whish: the paople) the: publioakis|wud e wuiithy
addressed et old 'to'the Baptist'-<i« Wihit' dri1owat db,
shiemP odand bl sl sos—and bt shalbubt o 1oANR
#vié ndvwnlikely; thuty whet' I havé!donsy Dthy lebvly
hurldred questivns unxawrered, whieh 't Be Riteatd
e meylnd-esde of vonscieney; movh: iiportain Vorl ke
tebvinly frome diffevent ubirtare' of 'ty ebigtightiin 090(
one thiwg,: Kewkowor; T i very bonfideint, tHad Baicke s
tioms would most wénerully be' fornd e conte Frontofise
‘pevaonsy) dvediwhbse miinds- the sheredpriacipily bpdie
sabbiisichl est; whick were fortnbrly tllubteateld; dtivésis
Waldcided dud dettled -comrol: | Wird 1% ek Bebw odih Wk
veby ataount, thas I dave felt the nebuisity of indistitid
‘Wudh-oti‘the Shpbrtancs of ¥aviity thead plindiphés daidle
foroe arid’ exerbisesslof the et Boing righvalhvmee
Subbath being estebmetd « & detight} the Holy bf tiiv1iFe,
honourklbile” : < The: mmmn;q‘mpm,%m T
it, “whode' héart: iv" thas aferied towirds it wilt 4 Do
perplexdd with many mmw diffeltien \about thelidy
of,spenmhg L IR R TS 13 ROV L RS TN T IR TIINES anitsb
oy 'l'h&’ﬁrs‘t"deyartmdm o protimitry redteietbnod,
et DU rHTNE dwi s e Mlsueid abise as 0]
It is not mecessary for me to prove, thhﬁ'thﬁ“w
ok nbf Heter'refer 1o the' ‘doing’ 6f 'thingeiwrhichlare
‘o theitis@Vbet ikl FHers' thing GF ek it Ll hik-



Jawfshandh dnadmiesible an swhashelays ssnem rthe: Lord's
APy 1-VEhas ia.in (il minfakie sinfidi seallotidedorItids
Rewiently, dxue, howeven, that. the rndmmitling1oof evidion
Satdagnonetithies an aggravation ofits, gniltyorThéreis
RoSARL] @rpression, ong of) she wtorlda proverbibl ljests,
¢ %ﬁqm&'vmﬁm.-huqdm .whisstoxi] has been
Aomasnihe Sabbathy$0;amuse the conecieseesiantivprevent
3 foomHelivesing its decisiens withothe|seviobsness ne-
Hep8ary 49 Hhein: boing folrm Thea! hettanidajp,the. hestier
Aed-] Bt asperdingtol the pringiples, o iomnt, ethids,
ghevem: Sinsemoant wrnrThe better day, the,moxse: ideed.
Y50 baveheen taught. from, ewn shildheod, and the senti-
Woentqig;perfeetly seriptural, ¢hat fheoumahsimein them-
281%esi- ARd oty Tennom. of Seyenel; AEEFRKAKONS, M : IOAwe
RSiRoRm M $he.sight.of God than.athersein XA, in.the
APpaDofRge . Rew there.is the superaddedguikof pmfan»g
sohas bieh is haly., - Thexe js,-an sdditions] idegraa of
ardibood, and.of presmptiovs insnlti to,the Divine Liew-
XMy Ehe -parpetration of sin, gm his.ewn, day.;.aday,
oibish Arghtite bring his,chmracter.and., his. dlaims, more
mmylistely.and, impressively. hefore,. 1he, aing, ;and, g0
¥kenin. the hear the.santiments, of. awe, sud the.abhi-
Aansians .of gratitude,, .. Tihe, suparpddaed) criminalicy, may
Jue Jilsened, to.theisuperior, guiliof parjurys sben compared
JEwh,Ahat, of Solsekood: n. qpupishing. i #he more idireet.and
daring affront put by the former than by the lattex,. ypen
sherMpiesty.of M eavep.—wchoge, pame and axthamity are,
_by am oath, brought morg, digtinctly-apd. solemply -before
anﬁ.ﬁ?”&ii@“ﬁﬁn AT 0 ot pnees o gor st 1l
win EPRRXPEGRTION ip the text comprebands.ip,it all» man's
SRAAEY RAEBANIONS 1., Th 18- ioptrated, Ay, the.aome . of
K 2
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the fourth cotmmsrdmentsils Sisodeynblidt thdu dabor
dnd do il thy-wewky et the soventl s theo Bdbhaskle
the Lord thy Ged: it it hew whdliwor db sy ey Liothen,
nor-thy son, 2oy thy diughrer ‘nor thy min-sbrieasPast
thry maid-sesvuit; nor thy etile, nov thy siwuager Yat'h
withitt thy’ gates.”<i This, we-grant. in very- péihtiad vaed
petetiptory lingange: Yet, when thew iv & seperatitios
depetidance on externnl observitices; there vwilk gewerally
be fourid & disposition to push-the lnws which :esjoin sich
ebservilices to #n extreme of rigid itrterprétation even b
yond the intention of the lawgiver:: to Fefitid wpmniEhuts,
atd to udd to their requirements the «doctrittts und col-
miindments of tien ;” theve buing o lengehto wisicld fa
Wil not go in' self-arposed: restiiction ARt peyfesmianés,
when they are under the delasive faney of purdhusing' by
what is outwird and déremenial an exemiption’ frokd the
divinie demands upon the heurt:and consdienee. - Fhis i
was with those ostentations religitnists ‘ankorig 'ehys! - Jews
of our Lord’s time, who “ prid tithe Uf ‘iint, ahd 'Anie,
and ctmin,”—wifhk most punetilions exavtitude phiieg
over to the sscred treasury every fraction which the'liw
required, while they Hved 2 the megleet and vioMition of
its « weightier matters,” * judgment, mercy, amd the ke
of God.” They put & meaning on the terms of abetinesice,
in relation to the Sabbath, whiek was beyond the imtetition
of the Legislator ; and they scrupled, or affected: to scbe-
“ple, where he not only left them at liberty, but: even midde
that which they scrupled at their duty: "On this Priméi-
ple it was, that they cavilled at the miitacles of werdy pekr-
foried' by odr Tiotd ‘on ‘the Sabbath.: <We- foimeirky s
the light in which his conduct was placed. by himself, in
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anawer. 1o thein malisious-cavillings,m-the general . princi-
Monlaid down by hiwm for onr gnidance,—and. the decis-
Jive scriptural suthority .thus, affarded for .the, exception
wgde, in the Assembly’s Cetechisnp, in bebslf of warks of
anerny o6 well as of necessity. For the passages jn.the his-
waryiof Christ's life, illustrative .of this point, I must refer
sapiformer discourse. The discussion of them cannot be
mgamed.—Nor isthere need. The passages contain their
R gomment.. They show us, that there. is po desecra-
tisn of the sacred day in the necessary care of the brute
freation, which it would be a cruelty uttexly repugnant to
the merciful genius of the gespel to neglect; and far less
i the. performance of acts of kindness tq the distressed of
the human family, when they present themselves to our
pity, and require our aid, .

.. The principle laid down by our Lord, and acted upon
by.bhpself in that ¢ example which he hath. left us, that
we:should follow his steps,” is .obvioualy capable of legi-
titpate .application to a great variety of cases; and it is,
% the same time, like almost every other, susceptible of
ahuse, by such as may be disposed to ghuse it, and to ex-

-$ract from it a licence beyond its scriptural and reasona-
.bi# limits.—For example : We have sn appropriate illus-
tyetion in the duties of the medical profession. These
.@mties, on many occasions, involve in them the plea both
of necessity and mercy. But there is reom for abuse.
{Fhe . prineiple ought, of course, to he applied only
.t guch cases as do absolutely require immgdigte or regu-
Jar sttendance. That physician would .exceed is legiti-
.amate liconce, aud constitute himself a tnansgressor of the

[ . . T
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lavh;' Whb $houlld46d il the advamitage dblihe admissien
miste iy RV of hiv Bevfasioh, us/ o vhen criodit f sis
to convert the Sabbath into a day of busisepmsgeing ilys
rotribiisl g’ b weller "ANpEy wmongei-his patienite; wol fhe
regheet-dP itd bwh knoel etygagenients; when there ixisted
i Iplen b Hoeksisy/ and whon' the imissidmnbf> hibadsiet
world-vIdtits no clado ' of mary: wivery ivithvon detsis
i, O thes riukt ‘of detrinhent; they wsaldooitidardohw iy,
atitieifitited) Ur o'day deferrediiul suleds thid dané) onbpeim
aftoxétiiplifiedtion o inafiy' mebe 'of & sisnilsorl xloweripgions
iirPhbse attien, Tiwould’ favthor observepgne:cvidemiy:
0/ 158 e xditlted By dotidemmation; whichiee indispemsd
able/td' tHe' ‘phopir 'Fulibment  of the diwiesi dfirahe: didey
sadh ' kctivng betng! dvidentty comprehondqd i theopequid
sition of the dutied. | Such;ing formerly wotiveds wab sid
gttind taiew by bek Lutd, in-vegard'to:the priasty wudess
tHE' Taw; - who, W' the temple, tw proparingnsdds offerimgh
tHE ittivme,' i Pitifping Vhe sshctuhry; mndrin Yethyeb

réljuitéd finctithis;' perforined  wordy wireh s tiwodidiatiasy
cirfbhmytanoes, woilld: have bebn' x: profibation of. chusSabue
bath, ‘ditd yet' Work blassdleny. : Muths xils 505 Theysimien
thitig tlénrly'hlde, Waeh régarl to all buok officialsedvissed
aslire YeiquiNits 6o We'dus sbivrvahbe of the! publicrdio
nafiths of New Testamunt warddp,: Thise, litvrioldasss
aré" 8o few'and so simple, de, i thik: vespect hirdhpived
adiffit of'‘comparison’ with'the rites' 6f thé-ncirt 'eerpo-
mniialle byt ¥t ay far s they/go) dhe phimelplbinv olvios
thbit vikidieation: I mitst, ‘at the'dhme thae; bovitdesn
sthbd Heke W lupenkinig, ot of 4l she-multipliediviqen!
niék Mwvhitch ‘stiperatition,' oy fondnbay for ‘Wutwardbshdwyl:
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‘mayrkabe addéb teshe fsimplicisy that,iin® (rist;”
- bt ' dihehrondly amhaxe thesanekiond of spasialical rer
agpt wriexampleif 10 vih n ami disddg? odt 11avnos o
f hawe forimarlyi iwith s restrictireslanse dn hehalf, of
- duntwintio tudtion, iavowed oy attachmens 0 Jhs spstemogf
Sadsbathid sthosla-1 ks isi howeva, supromRly Wesimble
thinsthemewneklymetainaries shenld be e xclusively. ApRror.
Prihtadsththisiconimanication, of Batrastinn sigictly feli-
‘enviptions tthe:ikasp thnoughout Seatlwgdsoi Kohihere Ao,
thimesbiesuppasable kases; in whigh she marim < J il
MQMymm:smﬁm’frm\hulmm&mﬁh
cahlb ;odatith imiwihiich the. tensehimg on -thpy Jeorsdiy daysef
thisspeachenibl phocass of readimg Bwy banat on)i plowa.
ablis hme evem nm imperasive duty.~ I vefors, agiyww milt
atvinoe penesive;ita:the easesof pany and friandless, chilr
deeniz i Wwhanywa epportanity canbe fousd, en she.othep
deydsef thebmogks for. imparking #q1thern (fhis eesgutial
qealififasion ifors; the wqqun.ﬂﬂlﬂmfleﬂﬁﬂsy n Mﬁ! lipr
sudhRanés; 1w hei shacaltarnative.ig between & child!s yor.
msiningdfcapable, ofi meading, thashpokaf God, and his -
beingresaght an the Lind's dayota nend iththacecanbe.ap:
roébxfor| Nesitation., . The-antf sending is sainaptimably..
valwabloy not only in agemewal paink of.view. bt #8 infren
dwotoripr-eoithe persal: of the divingaword, and.to theson..
sequent 1kmawiedge o iss wonigte; and s eminently ¢pat..
dagizie hoth ten the Sfarility, and. tha permanenee_of oral
instahosions,—end is/shus) so; intimasely commestsd; with-
those spixitusl intenesta, whish it.is the.Regulior shipct af.
thewbeardis sayiso -providaifiens s e Premess isithwt 10
hesitate between the two sides of such an alternative,



would be unworthy of suy'mimd capable. of saking & sound
atd 1ibbral view of the principle astherised lvy 00-bi
sanction. But les not the semi kiberal be- minepyeshenidid.
Jenldas of the eanctity of thedayyiw] trostwithisowmedthst
of'a «agodly jeslowsy,"—I wish to-be widerstand ssi lmi
ing the'allowance to cases of real neeessity.s»»+40 bamesjithat
is, ‘which are not only exeluded from the athainmentisé.the
even by the ingenuity and the genevosity:|of/: Ghuiskian
benevalence, no other means : cax -be. provided.) i tktxiasia
wach casei that we grant it se be adusy. .1 And. wien,klie
duty is done, the -same principle requires thas it hé-dave
simply with a religiocus view, a8 an essentinl atap:sawinis
the attainment of that kimd of kmowledge whish it onght
mrtobemgudedapthoexelnnmpuml‘ Sabbath
soheels to impast. S ek ttiag h

With regard, mdeed, to m-af-ueqmn nare lthe
general law, it may be:observed,  imiversally, thasthe
things, respecting which it is grasted that théy mayihn st
sistently done, ought to be done in: as littlotimam: and wilh
as little labour, as peesible. All unmeceseary expémdiiure
of the ene or of the other,—every thing beydnd -thedbeo-
Inte exigencies of the case,—must be ngudol as abin-
fraction of the law. . : TS

- With such exceptions, then, fonnded an thb lem
application of the principle sooften adverted to, nilworidy
business is, by the law of the Sabbath, prohibited. Ehere
is to be ne ¢ buying and selling, and geltimg gain.”. .. The
pursuits of earth are to be suspended. . The. day is-tebe
sacred to Ged.. He -who says, «.Six.days: shalt:;ithdd ls-
bour and do all thy'work Ye—giving ua:this lange ipaipet-



timm 66 .on: tiend for thecenigagaments. cemnected with .onr
vatipds sesuldr situstiens, giys with the same sutharicy,
« e ‘soventh is- theSebbash of the:kard:thy Godsan
is:ithew: shiltnet: dol any: wosk."+, He claing the slaiy-o
MasmislfyLnoe, indeed; 'for say advantege e Hirfty-forHe
faiinfinisely independant of :the serwices snd. ofl shai reony
edistenes: of all..kis: eveatires,+-but ‘for our -owividakea
“The Sebbath was made for mam :”:and, whateves pra:
faadty iy think of is; theve is-the :mest infatnatédiiand
ungrateful weuital. of :the divime goodness in-she perweri
sitnuand prestitusion of the day te other ends than . these
fooiwhich % was mencifully:imstitused,—in seowlarizing:it,
sind deveting iit to-the comparatively worthless inteyests
eb.soworld, of which « tlie fabhion” a0 quickly 5 passeth
dowdy"2 Mulkitudes, alas.]:there ave, who. bave no: ideas
of « profis and loss,” except in regard .te the:possessiims
wisoally -fro¢ at the command Whick enjoins them %o
desist fram those parsuits ‘on which their hearts are:sét.
ey couns the day less, unlbss something be done wpen
ek the augmentatien of their barthly gains. - They say,
vrhent 'will the Sabbath be gone that we may sell com,
smduset. forth wheat?'- and -they. spend; seme a part end
some the whele of the sacred day, in bringing: up :the
ssroxrs. of business for -the: pnt mah,ormmn.hhglpre-
puration for the week to come.

1. OF the open profanstion of &elslbhthbythom-
ditions of worldly business;, thbre is-less, perhaps, in
Scotland than in any other country. - There is less than
in Jnghand ;- less in Englamd them in Ireland ;. and!lees in
Ivalynd than im:many parts-of sthe Constitient! of Hiurepe.
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niore stusen smdd sfoilkthy sfialnsion ki Gediaalaw dr-with
omi byalrdooi: omtendifes, . onn - Malfs dpawit CORNHOG-Talen
whsdowd, vhid num: Sunday.qrpitings chambomc st b ampn &
inlso il weell, khabr thes éwik is o dona duiltheofosnoify the
wiirldo—it shedvs thdt-public-apinion s atill apeimnt jpisnd
Iooviniod edwirely lait.its sistosining influpiices sadbyothe
eomparative privhoy, the mischiek is-9voideds -y dumight
rosuld ok exnmplo.: Bub et the sobiok SHablathobeekes
beardgrmaind; thatf Godiiestotombeked:i1iKEr eyl
soddetl” . Ha.knows.niall, the ipurpeseh 4 Whishipel
asatdroilitd) isheldr  chenets and dmt«,ibemlgiwmm
thvegily'i whithed: fom devotian;.ox fori bpsinngs d ssMesionto
hallow. kisndayyex Bosprofasie: ka1 -rARd,ilOﬂsﬂ}is Habiack
lebnte remoind all,-thatifithedaw, s Apisitialana- I iapnot
enoujsh shat jyom inbstain from tha acking REsReCRSRR A
Pl incomler:affaimaori-yiin Anonsgredd the,dswe WteBs AR
vkl the:workd, your: Ahoughita)r-when, Fous -midy e
phinniagy.althdugh youn; handa may-nes| bera+ng »H M
sltiough tem ;$.onmaibefore God suihin Porplaammd6
bafove him: as hiapeaplew srd wikh Four meushe show b
love;your heartgsragoing aftor their covetousnpes. 3o The
umiven activity of ¢ha mind i snfivienh prook ¢hat; butfm
shame, or -custem, or-vegeril, of, #oma-kind, to mman, gm
woild have little satuple in.opanly, seting at.defiamaethe
suthority of Gods:: - iizercarl avs svadt Ldrowr atididorq
s1Obesrvey fuither,. the .memimmf| the thih‘w“
winpk: tar eunaptle and.gunsarnants A5.wel ARite oWy 998
adsemdaughtars.+The dattersheuld heinarly, txainednn
Bible principles,tadioldihe) Lordis day swredm-chyeerfally
satres awassddinting 1vithtoitsbhag ‘fHexergRee o sy gndly
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it —thw rdepribas) et Wilipijoyy sibiok: fhu avesss oemar
AR e fisostl thidsplie. < Tiueruris inobvivydhing
o Unuprap dPororuinen| " sitigp avious s nntarally buejpont;
ald protiesio d Nightnueh dnd fivelity] rwiibh, bnght:teshd
Braly sdvsugh | kindly vopressblissbit thede is,ohi #lw
odictching, noricde of nisidangthe -Sabbdth)-bashy bynpoat:
SdRiEn® phictivd) v gloorm'y, nusterls, andviupersbicieyssee
s0:leandes edigtin ivlsomls, ‘whduth amspinte itrenith] iy
phobitony ‘ofidislikbond miolswelinliy amd i withiinphtiont
Tasginguirtor Tededom from :ite ghilmgrestiaiits. Kithor
Haslome dpht shirefully be sho- shwimed; ind sthebosson
sghe Both -prevoptivelpand iy eixammple;| ikt religisn
iatda siflial didunico frdm Tovityiand weoresbness.wollad
10MWEith Iregaldl; ‘agtiin, to' Wupidatthe i isoemer ofnitha
therifill tveitions, “althbugghih rdabebdinate rore, iafiithe
HINGiLSHOY of theBhbbath; kit she-brute.itreation-shomid
afoy liepdsa fam thiictalssun v dthe woryide of manlt Finig
Wi the Twodds oo Tiwtel, ccvnnd s dee daithloomassisf Sy
Syl éhaltthod dv!thg Work; s bn theseventh day tlioe
AR rtsay L tHAY thiite vkl Delitue) Jegmisy pest; hnd thd
¥l of - thitier hiarr@-nitadd] wnd eltipwtrangor-thayobe:rel
PR3l e iakthe; eliBtt; ardwor tulbdouyed ivim welii
R -1 thd érk' freni vkl 'wa omeselves ‘arevnome
#ihindud Yo treut. Bt velihiivedossy chwt to the taw thich
prohibits work, there are limitations and::btoeptiomdsin
JogHed ¢5 tuas. - T¢ idonamiuvely, eftravagtmd tocondiide,
HAY the spirdt OF tueh Hisitasions ard exebptions i apptie
bl v el ittinnlald 188 ke Bthplb§ed- dur ithprserviech aé
ks ) -for wcann g; 1t ladbtllofor a-lse) ng obdidh
Kb Bnthi o supupe i’ aft ot iof iieroy s ierewa orvdia



neighbour's beast,—Jleading. it- t0. watexing, or.gxiricating
it fromy apit, into which it may have. fallen, on :the : Sehw
bathidey t—on what primciples cam it poasibly be imagined
ynlnwfal, o avail curselves.of the aid. of.tha same.hessd,
foo affecting o purpose of. kindness, to one ef, eun fallow:
men ?—If, again, it be no vielation of the puehikithry ghet
ceply 90 do ourselves the menial work thatiie, neeesuryto
the:observance of the public ordinances of Gnd.s senctyanc
how ean it be construed intoa breach. of that preeaply-ie
employ, when necessary, our herses, or ethex animpls, fat
ceaveying- us to the sangtuary, in erder te..pux ehereng
his sacred ordinances ? The prohibition.to use, themsfin
werk,” manifestly relates to.the secular. husinesses, of,the
week. It is from these that both man nnd bheestara. 0
rest:—and the interdiction. is perfeetly consistent..yith
the essy, unfatiguing, uninjurious use of: thewm . Sop, payr
poses. connected wish the great meral and: religious. qnds
of the day. T P R A 1 11 (1 1

The same general principles shauld, regulate, qus..o8k
duct as to our “man-servant and our, maid-sarsant.)., IKhey
are net to be required to. do the oxdinary.werk: af, wael-
days; nor is any labour to be exacted of them; heyqpd
what is indispensable :—in order that they may baye .t
their pewer to spend the day agreeably to its awn. paculist
designs. It is one of Jehoyah's express stipulations, Dent,
v. 14, “that thy man-servant and thy maidpservamt; may
rest as well as thow”—~The occupations of the, field .amp
to be suspended. The worksbop is t¢ be closed, ... Fhe
work of the housebeld is, as far as pessibles;tq be antior
psted and put over on the preceding day,.se.na to leaws
nothing: o -be: dome but what. is abeolutely swnreidakiesr
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nothing ' that would) meediessly imtrude: on. ¢he peabefal
sedettity of theEorl’ssisf moming,-nothing thas woult;
of doshenties, av well us other menibews of the housshold,
ow/thie! meaté of spiritnsl: benefis; or: prevent: ¢he dthen-
dﬂnwdnldsynf snered:vest, - .- 1 it Ll i
TWitdy regard :te: sbwvante im: business:;wit) hais somps
tinusuyLuot-dnfrbqaently, - I foan—Jseen: aimatserof itavit
aprelsinent) and- dverdof express aml pesitive!stipuintien,
thiale. o purtiont abdesst.of -the Sundxyshall be regularlyor
owbiislomadly spent ‘a1 the countitgvhouss; or in doing. the
work 'of the céunting-euse st home.: Qhl ithese i
soblethingr inexpressibly fearful in the:ides of onen felitwre
ctesilitrd entérimgrinto contracvwith anotherfellow-ereatirs;
b bivesk the huws of the.Most Hiigh! ' It is bad:to yiskl
so'timipdation: When it cowses ix-the way s..bas what ase
WeHo say: ol the maw who ' sakes transgrossion a. masber
of deliberate econtemplation, and stipulates for it as »sine-
Qi in/ Mg bargaing 'and contracts ! Allow me, affoc-
toddtelyimnd earwestly; s0-warn suck young wmen as: wish
telpapullate theit coriduct by Christian:. principles,: ¢o be-
Wity of giving way tany importunity, or to-any indnoe-
e, however tempting, to suck unhallowed; and: heaveir-
dullying engagemonts.' - Lot them be fixmn.  Liet themn say,
witll | middvess,: but: with -unshrinking snd .prineipled
ddision, « We:ought b obey Ged rather thin -men.”
Fhey' thay, im providgnes, be' eslled to- saerifice, for
aidllerence 'to thels priticiples; a. desirable. situstiom,—
daivible) D inesan;-in: as: far a8 temperal: emoliment: and
redpectubility are | comcomed;—if they decling complying
withi $hb wishes gid vequireansnts of an wegodly employer.
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Let them not yield. A good conscignps is mors valysble
dmn agood bprth —-a.nd if you prefer the latter, fo the
f‘?npexi, tmd dlsobey Goﬂ for the sake of any earthly.gain,
' ’!my gan you gever look up to Him with confidenpp?
‘B4 lﬂed trials are incomparably preferable 10 acrmxged
ﬁlegsmg.—By yielding, moreover, when the Shivg 5oy
q:u'xred is known to be against your principleg,, ‘yop,,m,l‘l
incur secret contempt:—while you gain the flatieryiof
the lipe, you will lose the esteem of the heart. Fe asgpred,
that, even ag to this world upng'ht snd steady copsigtency
vp]l prove ultimate advantage. The very map, who, fy
]us caJolmg, tnes to ensnare yon, will, in spite, of him,
secretly admnre, even while he frel;s and fq‘om, ﬂld
thh ';lq‘anslon He may decline employmg yonq ,hm
when he sees you resolute in making the sacrifige to.cop:
science, instead of his conﬁdenqe in_you heing jmpaireds
he ‘will only feel lus dlsappomtment the mare, thay;he
mnst foreg'o the services of a youth of, principle, .. (Them
are not wanting recorded instances, in. which proyidepogy
-by most unanticipated turns.of affairs, has opened hetfes
prospects, and provided better situatiops, for yapnths m
have thus mamt.amed phexr integrity by the sacrifips, af
theu- mterest,—gnvmg a present and practical commentary
on the promise, « Him that honoureth me. I will. hononey'
lt would be wrong to flatter you with the assurance, ip
a.ll cases’ of such interference. :—but,. whqtever be the i
moﬂmp issue, He will ultimgtely smile upon: your, gelf;
(}enym& fidelity, and will  makq darkm;sq Jight. befors
you, apd, c:;ooked thmgs straight.”~—But I muss; heytep
fomﬂif?‘o}u‘ pgxt,lm'&lwhl‘ Y e e tent periten



HOgp e NIGH l‘lﬁﬂi’ﬂ&"’l‘ﬁ&‘ﬁ'wa PLEASU e Alag 1
tHic bty plﬂhmle ‘shoud, 5 '_' ¢ nera.l Vm so Nittle tn
Asardante with the’ ﬂﬁiniﬁas"" dex exerclses ot“doaw gh y
@YY it Be counted ty*us “a dehght, ‘we shall" ];d

cind Tl s-'1(lu

Wi 6Wh ‘Pletlaure in 'its’ appropnnte engagements
&W&n snggests as a just ground of divibe com-

ﬁlﬁﬂt;’ that 'We are natura]ly prone, "and that lﬁl: mouri-

\'hl‘ﬂ‘égr& ¥b' sebl’ our pleasure from ot‘her sources.
-bopiete bbe dormé, who «find their own pleasure" 2 the

- &6k 'God; " profotiged ! s'leep ‘ind" indolent repo;:
thdy Hoké 't ‘Béd ; they Toll ‘at the fireside they wiuie

- AWy ' theél# i tite ‘i Tistless and’ 3mwsy uileness 1;\.1;('1

Yitéh - Pefstis Will sometimes attempt to cover their’ cop-
Aot Wot ¢he denisire whidh 1 merlts , by'a a 'ltfflﬂ an

Pridfané’ jest tipon the purpbse f;f‘ the (iay I d t"{g 2’ day
- df"%est,” they Yemind yon—puttmg on'as arcfl a look "as
tRazfd Wit allow.~« ind they choose to keep 11: hte;aﬁ
: "ldl@y‘do' 18" work—tind' 1 nobddy'!ms any title'to find’ fmit
- Wi kthenit ' “Botné'of them, it is very possible, may even
T T befTotis, khd proféss to bs thankful for a
w'df Yrekt, 'ais ‘ai exééednig'ly 'g"ood and 1 necessary t:lmig
$: "1 'dﬂﬂﬂ\igh such persons do’ hot ‘Wwork, ‘snd thus’ ﬂega-
tvery'iesp the commandnien‘t “they are’ only, after all,
'M@“tﬂbir own way of ‘¥ finding ‘their own pleasnrel"
- THUIF Bblikiviour makes it abnndmtly manifest, that they
dbeiittel straiigers’ to’ the iritual enJoymentfs which
tHl aH§, "t §ts ‘wéekly Fetarn brmgs round to the ‘hearts
o' ¥hoit whb' ivcall the’ 'Sa“)ath a dellgh t* “that ‘they
*MHOW nbththg " ither of ‘thie rest of the soul mlt.li‘t'a“ rork
6Pkt o of 'ile bellehng antiéipation "oF that’ e'#gr

lasting rest, into which He'$io fifiiiHéd hi ¥ S RENSE
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entered; and whick all ‘his filithful( follwivers are- suces-
divdly to share. The sabbatism .of hesven. will, indesd,
Be-n teats but mnot- one ef indolent repose,—of -lethagic
Jmnctivity; not & drowsy cessation of all:the .corpamel
and mental energies, of all the passionsand. sensibilids
of - the ‘souly—not & mere luxurious- quiessenne of khe
spirit amidst the sweetness -of -heavenly blandishments.
« His servants shall serve Him "<wshall .¢serve him diy
and night in his semple.” T T
There are many who feel no seruple at spending the
day, ocoasionally and even frequently, in jannsing aed
travelling ; ¢ finding their own pleasure” in-tkis waye—
There is a threefold evil in the practice. - They mispend
the day themselves :—as-far as their inflwence. goes, they
prevent others from spending it as they-oughs; make them
partakers in their own delinquency, and contribute tothe
.ignorance, and carelessness, and ruin of a dlnss of min
whom the system of Sunday travelling amd. jawnting.de-
prives, from week to week, of all opportunities of spisi-
uval instruction and benefit:—and they hinder their catsle,
-or the cattle of others (than which oo - there is hedlys
description of creatures that need it more). froth ehjoying
the advantage of this kind and merciful sppeintmenti. i
There is a travelling inthe -way of busineas,: whidh is
also -lamentably prevalent. I have myself many & time
been shocked, to hear men, with so mmeh light-hearted
self-eomplacency, talk of their so planning their arrahge-
ments, in different places, when'on their business.seurs,
a8 30 eave: a-day, by getting -on se Imany.stages.om. the
Sunday. As that is a day when no busimess.can be'done,
they contrive to get their transactions, where they-happen
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to be, pushed through-du thie Satunday, se thet they may
haviethe idle day for gettimg ‘forward, and -being -all.jin
waadiheds to commence sotive-operutions, in their .next
‘statignyon : the. Monday morning. - This is what - they
Dboubidngly dall economizing tithe ; and they plume.them-
witves, smongst their fellow-travellers; on their ingemuity
wndrulestnesd in the 'practice of this economy. 8o
shisyouphly wnd ‘so’ unceremtoniously, is the authority of
the'God of Heaven left out of their reckoning. They save
éimg/lduthe sole’end for which they  live being (us it
-shwuld 'seem) the sucoessful prosecution ' of -their secular
interests,~—the “buying and selling and -getting gain;”
Misjr only ddlicitude, how they may get on in-the world ;
Aow quidklyamd how largely they can amass its wealth ;
wkiat fortune'they can realize before they die. All time
they regdrd as saved, which they can by any means ven-
dor wibsartvient to. these ends. Instead of considering
Simpiss - guinied; whén they ean contrive to redeem -any
porgion-of -1 1from -secelar; and apply it to spiritual pur-
gebus, théy fiet vver every moment as lost, which they
cxtimosi directly employ in bettering their circumstances ;
dts/oplne being estimated solely by its relation to this para-
mount-and worthy objeoct of living.

* iifuiowy be permitted to observe here, that the system
poevalent throughout the south of our island, of running
stage-coaches.on the Sabbath .as on other days, and of
publioly  allowingand countenancing other modes of tra-
welling on: thdt day, is the occasion of its desecration there
to am incalenlable amount ;}—an. amount, not to be estimated
by she mere-number of Sunday travellers, but by a.great
"earjety; direct dnd. indireet, -of collateral' circumstanees:
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and of these not the least is the general mgfelm}iqd'

P

cularity prodiced npon the public mind. “‘P,V"&W

iniportant. 1t is comparatively an easy I matter T, 10 m‘
tain, by a process of calculation, the amount of )

carried on, and the number of hands actua.ll‘xq_“ P}'ﬂx i

—but the secularizing influence of the whole liltem

the minds of the people, the worldly assocunom A
Lrr O

produces, its tendency to obliterate the dlstmcup m

0

the Lord’s day and the other days of the week, are

of moral and practical evil, of which the remltl r
o - -t wint i
from being so easily estimated. I rejoice i the oon.

tinued freedom of Scotland from the pemldolu -
tem of Sunday travelling, whether on ‘fand ° or ]
water,—and in the steady resolution of mmutem,.ﬂ
magistrates, and Christians generally, to ptevenﬁﬂllﬂ
troduetion; and I trust, it will be many a day beford

decencies of a Scottish Sabbath, however much’ 'dlm

mapy may be to sneer at them for their pnnnmnl.m
sion, and to fret at them for their mercantile incouvilif:

ence, shall in this respect be violated.*—These 6"‘ cJekion

® On the subject of Sunday travelling, the resder mly So‘
with the following graphic sketch of its rise and progiess, ll

the amount of secularity and annoyance produced by i¢ In the %‘ o
Bishop Horsley; and since that recent date, no one wm hndy L
amount to have diminished.

% It appears from what has been said,” says the Bl-lmp, LT -3
the practice which has become so common in this eotintry, oy “a\l
ranks of men, of making long journeys on the Sabbath wlt&oﬁt
urgent necessity, is one of the highest breaches of this holy lnnlh
It breaks in upon the principal business of the day, lnyln‘ o
a nécessity, and farnishing others with'a pretencs, for wlﬂ‘i’l
from the public assemblies: and it defeats the ordfnaneé ln“:u
dinate ends, depriving servants and eattlo of that tempu-aryelhl
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alisY Kave already expemnoed foo many mahnclnoly en-
ciidchinents, 1 am not ome of those who forget the
admonition of Solomon—¢ Say not thou of the former

NIl

'yl, ihey were better than these; for thou dost not
r ﬂic‘wilely concerning this.” I am conscioys of no

) 12) dis

oy to croak over multiplying evils, s0 as to over-
Took'¢ v: o underrate the progress of good; toload hegvily
w%dwmmd omit to put in the counterpeise of

ﬂf#ﬁ:&l to turn my back to the light, and gasze, in
sullenness, upon the gloom. Bat, in the present
&‘a v]m(ever may have been the causes (we cannot now

fl'all flﬁ‘lll. which it was intended beth shquld enjoy. This, like
ovlln.huh arisen from small beginnings ; and byan unparulvod,
wmmdamdmlgmwth hath attained at last an alarm.
iugiheight. -Persons of the higher ranks, whether from a cartsin
VIRYK, 9 appearing great, by amuming a privilege of doing what was
forbidden, or for the convenience of travelling when the roads
‘m thost empty, began within our own memory to make their
W&. Sandsy. In a commercial country, the great fortunés
velyloh e apguired by trade have a natural tendency to Jevel all dis-
h} what arise from affluence. Wealth supplies the place of
; birth retains only the privilege of setting the first example.
,(mdyatohu the manners of the court; and the vices.of
, peer are faithfally copied in the life of the opulent mer-
pd t.be thriving tradesman. Accordingly, in a few years, the
&n‘u bycame the travelling day of all who travel in their own -
cirriages. But why should the humbler citizen, whose scantier means
aur him to commit his person to the crammed stage-coach, more than
h!' wealthler nelghbour, be exposed to the hardahip of travelling on the
wwﬂn d.yl, when the multitude of heavy carts and waggons, mov-
lng "‘ d fro jn all directions, renders the roads unpleasant and unsafe
to 8 ,;’f'h‘. of a slighter fabric ; especially, when the only real in-
w g, the danger of such obstructions, is infinitely increased to
h&", the greater difficulty with which the vehicle in which he makes
blojpumcycmuel out of the way, in deep. and miry
mdn, to avoid the fatal Jostle? The force of these principles was soon




nie

S0P 1 HTORigNe i ) Septauserens and gharing:will
Rotellaw, me 0. dauy,. thists e rogard; s deset 1 shuioit-
I STPTAFARd emom of asbbatichl ehetxrvadionehure
T hegm Amongst. s & griaxous. declomelons; 1ol som -
.y g, Hhere are, rho enjay themselres, jomi thiersnbend
py, inifensting. .« Theyfind theio wms plesmts’ ebtie
W;M ¢ entipg and,drinking, and muking-mesing”
#ixing, the Yingp of. fentive hilarity.tohemrio whisknseoukl
otherwise, paesheavily.and dnonily,closdedwithstivendid-
gse .9 enmmicrmEior the. provisions ofsthato feast dehich
God has spread for sinners in . the, gespielsotheys Ravbmo
mhott pas s prae e e ad  ennisaiul) 39d
Mt’ﬁ‘s in open defiance of the, JawpHaga-conphmbetnfe

velled on the Snndlyl. The
Mmm@m&ﬂﬁdﬁrhlmﬁfm‘ﬂu sachman,— that

{maagioumpeemmmdves wt:dbe one; B cannor vhiforés’ the Bt ngithht e
f8har ;, and tha Sqpday tramllen gove breaks the lyw;avithents yagid-

vantage gained in the n(ety or pleasure of his MY 3
'tae the evil, grbwn to this heig’ht, ﬂf‘bbm” it ByTI.

- uit Slile Mot the-case’ ! T teniptatioh Talabif ¥ d&’%&’ﬁ ok
Mo higher xanke of thapesple exivts mo Jongit ; mmﬂw-wdh
$he day among ajl grders is. exﬂuznil shed, and, mm
“the mere habit of profanegess, nthe countzy, w
b the Snmhy, aéon Jn;?oh:er dly, with mvellcrl m

.devotionef the villages 1 Mieriipeed by the Holdd ol‘mm
threush, o stoppiag nt the jaoh for refresinment T ANQ GRS,
i!mud of that solemn stilluess of; the. vacant strpets; wl}qhéﬂ‘

pnb1ie serviee, which might suit, as jn our fnther- dq
: t\!rofthu day, and- be a reproof to every one 'who' -i: i%

:sbusnpu tha business of devotion; the mngu'nl&wof
,;nmmr-h going-on withljttle mn-«ms«mﬁ-
; nBeh‘ wl;mh adjoin the public streets, the.sharp; Thitle ofjhe
'Hnirll’ng phaeton, and the graver ramble of t}w loaded
et VNG Sethi in'd Frdpteontions of the bmaiiég’ ditva Ym
qnm-!dnmda voios.of the" mﬁ MM%
pages $36—R3T.,. vy i o g epiteeanayal
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selisihyi b thate M‘lﬂ'ﬂlﬂﬁﬁﬂ if86d %m”dﬂiﬁ
ofieasded rest sindk jbyy is aieribiited 1o/t gebpte: L 'Thih
inculet swhat they Likeis: Whey oot ¥ Hodldd Wk e
« meat that porisheth,” bt eare Hot foir '«LHAL 858 W lifith
(mmdmresh 1 umto -overhusting Jifi":/Theyard “fhind"Of" the
nircle ‘afisociu] festivivys—urid: ¥aving, u“mdy”bé‘ pila
‘thyain megpettunthithe: religion'-of el courlthy’ By ‘éir
ijhwosentede clurch in/ the’ morsiing, Lothey get'thos tHGer
bboelit i the:divelnobe wirll eventiiy, aid“shiw with Hbw
nizich Ieeshetsdigiet they: enjuy the plomras vt e lile
-IIMMI"WP&W T S TR AT R (I ) i {0t
Let Christians beware of giving in, by any undue
8 faskion of Bundiy *diing-partiss.
LT v i, Ther b e
.ﬂfamm tb& ‘woxse.- than.. usdless --oonsamptien:sef
tinge; dnviawway’ o fir ag: vpossibile’ fromy© béing‘ cdita-
YD 1&1.?’( ) lxi-bprmte ends of the (iay ; the’ neglect
‘m% ;mﬁmpﬁ aml the effectusl counteraction
Ahocithsisfiuanes; . the employment of  servants -in. noed-
duiu-ﬂtnpemnuw ‘worky and ‘the 'enifeioiis “eximple
b, ‘Wobcﬂq;ﬂ'ﬁqsls gnd setynlmty bﬂth o, servants md to
Kﬁm‘{ from whose. minds, by sach mdnu, the saered
Aegoniations of the daymm-hnguufbdngobhmmd
oy Christians beware of such ‘conforniity, even "under
’%:ﬂ% xt that ¢ thelr parties are religious. . The exam-
% x&bﬁm@rﬂ..whq.mﬂmmmthamﬁrngwt
- sihoats esnvivial eoteries of the saints, is mmmmly'
‘dands oind dll stch parties, where the cotporeal and the spirit-
dﬁ.ﬁﬁl Sarealike sonaulted, and Christisn appversation
pm of.& dinner, .ave. in-imminemt; danger
of degenerating into worldliness, or into what-i¥ périags
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cqu wgzse, rehglous gomp ; m whlch all t‘le Bersonf,; :e:
tpies. .spd mowelties .of the day, come ;mder altory
yeviay,,galling forth, too frequently, tempers apu,{ I mh
that arg pat maeh in unison with the spirit ofChqﬁﬂ
far, from, conducive to « godly edifying wlucl_.n is in I‘fﬁ':ﬂ}",

while the conscience, pleasing itself with a; nupe‘,' lf"}.{ ni.‘
apmtqal.oqnversatlon, and all look forwn.rd, Yl, h, Rer‘f)m
self-complagency, to the next .deljghtful pa.rtxll = Amu‘
-with, such nngeemly anomalies: which are too lik Jike,n com-
Rromise vith the world, a hankenng aﬁ;er 1;: md“.l,Sﬁ,','ﬁ“
under the covert of piety, an mcongnmns caglition
the. carnal.and the spiritual. Let the ¢ nary; fa '_e““
Sebhath, be. simple and moderal:e,——snch as xfau;reu
least, pogsible, trouble in the preparation; so that servants
may .nof, ynnecessarily, he kept from attendmpe .Pm he

n of
1INy

N

houge of God, .or from availing themselves of xq yate
apportunities of reading his word. - Let not t‘x ‘souly be
famished, for the cooking of a dume; and, th Pmtf
the lowest of the appetites:—ar, if they "'"l. nselyey
-famish them, le¢ not the responmbxhty rest wllth R S
. Walking js another very. common Way,—0pg 8 gbtg?
most common of all,—in which persons « find t. 4B nn-’( i
Pleasure” on the day of God. Iamuwareoftbﬁhm
incurred by venturing to speak of exceptions —of ‘q@
epgerness, with which, many msy be disposed to catch at
them,, apd to bring under their coyext 8 great, de‘q.l, Jnpre
than i3, intended, .or, expressed.:, Yet, exeeptlons,, ﬁlu
eSS My, Shere certainly are ; and, in, ﬂPe?‘fr'P&u i
tfham?llqpl,yum request of my. Jmarqrs, ‘thnt.‘ ey ufl u-

stangl pe. 4. mepningne more than, what, I sctually say.
. When the state of a man’s health, then, is such as, by



221'

medical preampt.lon, to’ reqmre the open axr, for checking
disease, or for promoting conValescence, " everi o tert-
orary rehef and comfort, T catinot fanty Hitr prohibitiiy
it “Who' sald, % If 'ye had kiiown" what 'this" Wetineth; <T
wﬁ} h’i' e xﬁercy, and not sacrifice,’ ye would' not Ravié con--
"'éd"th guiltless” :—I cannot fancy His'Who'vihdi-
oa',tétihih “Teadmg_ of the ox or the ass to wateiihg, afid
whe'plbaed for the loosing of the daughter of® ABruhtir
%er bond;'on the' Sabbath-day, condenting' dny one’
of‘ hi ldfs'{mples for giving the support of hid'arm 16 'an
exhaukted and emaciated invalid, whose débilitated fravb
l:e}tllﬁ(rea the ‘refresh‘ment and bracing of theé summer aiy.
If any shall'pérversely take advantage of 'this aHowandy,:
and s!m'lr e\{;her pretend sickness, or find i plea’ for el
gernoe 'in 6 every ‘trivial ailment, and get the satetion, direct’
o tnlivedt, of a.uy medical practitioner, of infefior grade;
dof" easy consclence, for their pradtice, —thei'espdnmblhty
T, ol 'x mine. I mean only whit I say. T spea’k
? Shhes'of ; redl ‘ided.  The responsibility, I say, is theirs :-—
TRr Y "j""t 43 ‘mich as if they wire to pervert the simple’
fact, thds & Yestis and his disciples weit thiough the corn
ﬁe’ldsx" the Sabbath-day,” into a geiterdl licénce to Sun-
d‘d"‘wkllémg, ‘or the other fict, récorded with equal sim-
plicit /) that « Jesus went into thé house of Gne of the chief
y mees, to eat bread,” (that is, to dine,) < ori the' Sab-
biith-dhy,” into ‘s siimilar Ticence to Sunday-dining parties.
—A'gain T can petceive no trespass against the law of the
S’aflb'ath. in & retired walk in the country, aloitb or with
a plous ?nend when' the object is secret meditation, or
pri'é"ie aoital "converse on ‘the thirigs - of God, When'the
spirits'dré devoutly cheered by the sights'snd’ sotnds vf
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anjdyedisnonids-I-mesns wille in the) sontitey pwiene
others: mwey venllilng; -aid - walking: ddly, 'é¢ Japrdpebibpyni
wedn -no-wallp: by which -anexample’ 4b: bdtnchagniseysde
injtions ovsdrefén: ve the cabb of tadly Christitink saodidid-
ing - permadantly, ér eccasiohally,! bis/ she sbelasion wf” the
eountry;-hawe the opportunity of Wepping ubroid e the
apen; niry tither by -themselves, or with ‘& ibbsoad fldeall,
waseow: possibly by any-vye; but that ¢f Goljsilier, 4f sien
-Ny--any 1fdlowscrestur, by thosw ehly' who latedo i
.charaettr s0 well a8 to be-quite’ awarelof-the lainilin
which. their tirhe s’ sperit; sud! 4 ho datigendf dpiwiis
Avomit any-evil surniise; or vy inpropbr Hosics!'i i
this liberty, however allowable ivivelly b ust%be
~enbien by siny: Ohristiam; if-wrew:te blivjswnl’ shond il ardfkeli-
- insekd; or'ai xiik; of the axhimple! roving' di aniesyJhive
‘belag; te the pleds mindynb ésmparivon wiioeved biewien
thewnerifieq of the gratifivations and the lentling=5F 339l
-ustiaywsThere may bb:uthesithings, furwirich 'the Mikie
~anightypeshaps, be fairly plended vht-thuy!tre ind thik-
welvew e oss2lbut, withiregard 4o thest) whisbevas ey
ba} losithis great generakpriweiple be-dull windudsollist s
spueseltiidi vk God, sunder-the dshitrol 0PH wakbriath-
achemesowillo infihively irather farego: thie Yloakure 9 (the
' benefit hoimmitior pifond thodunsy whd Vet sitnhor
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oRe T8 -afzaifl 1o the ceeen: pasyingualodgy it anpious~ap-
RRchon:BRn the Besdssary dischangevaildty desyle
Abenldcbe clnssed.miththacherd of Bnfidayovalierssdnd
fminh shomwith thenploa of thisysllégedaxaingile.doiThis
SROPI0g9isn Khonldy hy; exery: possiblarmbans; be disooun-
,densncohaud dissledi ldpnolic vavanaml yizadil 2idd _
.ilo:f¥halli hraan tienpublicamuachhomtis i O thecbnsilent
yefiurapn, it. is. fosxful spcihink aif the flégrant défenice
o5ald pringiple, andofrall dacdndy; that inimenyyplades
xRN TThe thentros, snd ntiidr xesorts of publieansise-
HORS 5l Pralignay. are opem and branly;fnd@amdnmd
st bABtarihatlis; ddve Imabat| populdr;. entquthinmerits ar
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tion, and scientific experiment and research. -The recrea-
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the research may be hanonvable: snd/msefub. iBausheyas
fornigm sorshebgnant nnds of; the: daj; | sualysaowrasersififio-
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seqrasion of itz)Thhe weading: of this dalyyesetshins hairmivann
wish dtai nasmierand end ishould be:ghe semding nofuthe
diwine: vhesdd, o efrsech aminkpired werks as e fithial twe
often dtsHermtheato iihpress its;principles; todimibive the sk
with the;-spirititf ddverand . gowrity: ivkich persasletenigon:
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vineuthingspavilsinte: the abkoust sadinflrso of duones-
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remtyab Colmady/—whesi 16hisi sxepiskionsdins skt chaid sjud
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thereforhom which thegié of spedth ekt wpondiss
mdgrien, to v sonseceateditodill praise ysoiheid srlovepfes
shoild sbe indeed, sthe 5 glovyoet T frinsiiduyompieoss
ingy ibwelfomdivine. shemich, - Yubherthg abubdubiclyo g
mepary of bis grost. geoddese)aid simpinged! hisfighne
onapessironpeaking .of the: glanidhsl énbur! ofilis duthesel;
mdief-hisswondvons; warkaldiu 15t bos y109d3 y19v & 0
(- inspenking fesmiirly of thailntévdictior wifithe dusineues
of thojronld enthin sscred dajp Fhadodenasibs t6iwduicd)



thist; mighriitenbictionvomténdii]l W isirthbybheofreie
reihdgan iwllzae:its ither enpleyent wfsthadymdsp aen-
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bhe ¥ my boiréxs saxp?adreligibmsbeort entatineisiinedod.
oathing slesiall theksylong ditony duil, chow defibdme) how
parigtnient} nduthwhyshouldoisclerdui}d bivmiove
wionsiéallod oo talke ol srokigion all theidwy itescenshanie
tibmatthedinishaukd be dolkBlattlivispe shedsdon (PHe
sbuiPationdwrghb misd. oAmdiwith vegartl towhad pertitia
6 Yo whishdissinspeshible eraliotytd sodial: bonwakerwe
roligiowd shpicasinomr judgneens dakisishiwo littlp variedy
apgpeofisabiaploasure ¥ohembiads are aseither anlighe
ikiyopisthibkusa. 4 Orouhat_a dalse idonsepliomootlrelighon
mndghejd thagaivm’s taindzavhbodydgings=id to jmee
ohosifiok Wpive hudadel fulbiod thenls tndrthinp ere strungere
to its very theory, and far mozei o theoehpeniesicolofbine
pomeni-wbo kit koir foed iathatwiine. Fheed yajdeogerebdy
GodBity sidimgthaninig) of dhéoonntusinree, binovbowiiy
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dommaf she dwad>kilee & bukresh adowr sndoallangus:
vijgiswhith fessmevermfornanomiont seovalatedmto st aplilg).
whinbvinoeatd weligion dvisho asya cedsing sosibverna alali!
sedndineapible dfcunderstanditey heev. desilintcosldaineven:
heildbgesfisl. (s3> gerionsmess vdnd) ciderfoliiine wresifa
foain ciebanpiasible. v[WWhas meiw! chesring o sheasudospiis:
bisshssbtysthimcheadovelylight of tie-risiog selt {00 Butsh:
thelisheérfuladssinpired lry shiy Jiveliostdatd nibistiimonutel
ous:snbwo ef etused whakaxjremieil coubdebegeord inipd
propriatt) skl gidisalows sthna dawghter?t .S} Thediga:
of harSumiofnRightostieness dowaihg onahdissud decinms:
ingvodinexprensiblp olleeringr-vdut ivispisdriomslchimg
fulmiserim calnt bod:loky: déliginioue diedight, dibviever
whiedtp byt nwinklt amambricationy by scolpreail ddatem
chaigle e engytisthnochibdrén of Grodjwgcgs ofeell videind
alb tleq dinkli anisansitinodf spipitdad jeyvo Andowlab oad!
hasbesperienesd khatijop, with savy fhao doniliti v fiv
fool,” so aptly likemddihthewvhses min gorsshdodranliling
of thorns under a pot”—a sprightly blase, but quickly
dyinppiaway; i lenring snothdngnilnsiinkli thwo roanigiitly
adBoscdd didt. pherremindt€hisian pasgatsyhdwarirmd
dtherppdierdismiviefy caukh f0f whet walyon afenwvcdscadidy
suggested,ssshatthnperpintd :thedititarerod acligiontl
dmdgniu’i) glommagsickingiivodachelothnand: sulideeg
didcefoul with woopiiy, ilaied low-her epetids thekdasiew
of death,”—is apt to have a most prejudicial influemsgson
the youthful mind. Religion should be made to appear,
according to its real nature, as a fountain of joy,—like
its divine author and object, * light without any darkness
at all.” Every thing different from this is a slander upon
its true character. Yet beware. There is an opposite
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which mightbe, sonsidered. a8, included, nuder she tbren
particulars in thig texrfi 1ok, Joing, Fring 0wn Jr5
ngrfinding thing.owm, Rleayure, nor speakingshine A
words.’—There now come heforg us. .1 . shen:-ingmmea
clusjon, annonuced, sqme of the, hengfite. sespiting frmm.
the due ohservance of the Sabbagh, @nd, sgme of,the, skl
effeots of| itg neglect-and profapation , ;,The tyye,will, e
most eosxlx,,ps,ygll A4, with. most advantage, considered.
sogether, ps, mdex, She, differens, deparimenta, of. il
tion, they vagprally pregent themselves in. contragky, .45 1.
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. In proportion as the Sabbath, with its objects and
duties, is viewed more or less spiritually, shall we find a
greater or a smaller number of persons ready to give their
assent to the observations I am about to make. There
are views which may be taken of the day, and views too
not without their relative importance, such as have in
them nothing, whhtdver bf splrithlity) to'which many will
at once subscribe, who are destitute of all relish for.its
appropriate exercises and most important ends. Not a
few of those to whom I allude will even profess to admire
the wisdom and the’ géddrése éf-Deity, as apparent in
those purposes of hnmamty and mercy which they ac-
Mwﬁs&m& wmar, Wrhilo chiey wré stidipeds
w\\&b&‘ﬂﬁ%ﬂﬂﬁ ih(}vemént of gqmime sph*hifilfg‘é'alﬁ‘g
nﬁ' iiiﬁ‘%&%réw e propér requirements of the aa.x wn(l:ont
SSERF, 9% ROt e lstrate, Y. MEATIOG: .

o e, the subardinete. ends. answered by, thig.dixige
institusinn‘ihqmsmhva'\ ‘hefowe repeatedly motived; the
rest of that part of the brute creation which is subjected
vl RPvibs dF ifthd:' Now, thb spiri of hisinanity fs

pHAHBNAtH-tHA o the Weliilgs of a Béndvolett milid
MH&%WM Tntepebting i’ that 'ekpression of
Bl veit thing Ok mid think uds idy rost ;" ahl,:
Wh *Sitdidurelt 4 inthestive’op th chiraitear of ihit
Bt Whoud < bettler nidflich ihd dvi all H Worki,"™ i€
3ROt Tl iteRestiliy'vd chd’s it P pibty tHH Vo tRatHE
blitavirlénke. T wotild! By Mmae ¥’ Féilse tHis’s
phied’athoriy’ el divike Hitblitiond, wohen it ‘étﬁhds efore
w600 kprresab 'Mpdliielt ik “dedty ‘tidn,whS “Yoeli a
odiitpriiiiiolthes’ Botbbril bt the Botifore Wit ’éhjb#ﬂent
of the inffétiiverbation; Hitlst' bipéridhod &” cittitioud'satls-
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fankion incouteemplasibgvbis dbsiire -4 thei layo+t ks
Dok otrdraparrowd 1 seld: fora. farthitlg » audrénd af thely
shall o fall 40itha Froand erithotet 'yomn Fathin’s) JFhdc
Alsfighty Grestor hea! made nothing whichy afteto nvimy:
madaids, bi-everlosks asusworthy of kis\cards tdWaves:
Pash pisarthe quastionnl @or. fix. 9, “DothrGod ek
cane, fon-oxeu? . it would: be a miserahle misinterpletasion::
o6 Jds words, dishbnouring. to God; and s vaiviahcel-wish
tha antire .famor: of -his- ewn orscles; to- explain: theshw as
ogRreying, the sentiment that sech oreatured weiebemehith:
higi pokipe,nud had. no part in his previdensiah supbrier.
tepdqnca: +The epiris, of .the question * is 'giryplip pthis-be
Whethpryin the: predopt-of the Masaic law,. </FThosk: akalé-
netmntuloshe ax that treadeth out the-oorn,”. this desige:
of ,tha, injnpction be exhausted in: it 1literal.| imparhs
wheshex: it Fegarded ‘oxen blens ;¢ whethér itidid wbtr
involve a PRINCIPLE, capable, without departure from.thé.
diine intention in the: precept, of dineet: nnd amthiwitysife
applioatinn .10 the subject ander his discnssion: (Vhe:temo
porwi{maintenance of ministers of thie gospel)v—thefpuiny
ciplp wemaly, thet ‘{the lnbourer is worthy. of hismepth
Gipdidpen. 4 take aane for- oxen :”——and,.lthonght she-high-
ost, iptarests of, his.intelligent and .immertel ofspring, .
the, primary-ebject of his.concern in the. institution of #w
Sablth,-and in.all.ite sacned. cndinances, be. mengifally:
uniteq. this ‘QbJe“ with the. comfort..and. 1'@]]*‘)3!!!8'4‘.
thie; brute fribes which e has pleced vadar man’s donn
trotmbyo misich.mesns, the.dky beeomes, in avery iviewsh:
itomm Wissteldon rof his own character. | -Itiés-<Jelighnsl:
to..nefldety amid;tle; sillness :and the.-pencafwlness yfai
Sabbath: ersing, how. theey oreatukes #oe ehjoying their



P -3

repdue frovrthmitiile whithe phscuditg wedssmnd-ohy
reflecticin derivbs péepliidd intorcsoifrbln: the rengmbrunde:
o tie fourfebaBume of whis thwof wubjebtioh fls} o Hed
prweitay! offhwan'yislun = ablise; tor:witich, v wronkst) dothelt
ViewSVbf thessufiiringy 'ef ereution; iie apostid -tefobs
wishes' o QageyRond) vili./20—29;°4Phe erdation] Wik
mlés dndsfeots (4o rvahivy; ot - willldgly; But vy vedsdniet
hieiwiso eivksubjbeted' thé samo iandbrer Ruow Whd’
the whel croahjon grbareth und-travalleth inyih togethes
unlgils medvoioviAdas o that! tvis' wlibjecrtuiive hnley Y 119
greiiuing= dfithehivdjact éredtires, vhould by freqiiomly:
and-aidtaffbqthigly’ ba séen; in she ey tdunidd bf thewbay
whiindle tho/ liw’ of” thei8abiath' plesiriben;] i, by b vkl
prexissiwill} ¢nvttdos diew s oyt orily /s shieslofriiels
divioastyr: thiwtetdd #ights, ‘wirieh! i 160 oftdi Prddurdptud
ouly Wibhlield fesir thema by itheaalfidiaems wA d cigiimey
of damon} st aqab trvhen alilpaas a9tz o svlowe
SBde) iwhitlon: fierhiienilie antl the' pios Hhind ‘apinbe B!
be npAsedll) wivh: thisibotistaril -end- of eho: day;—thinlqa-
noftsuldubi-to Berfound! b *spectbtis wantimeraiting; whidp .
affednertodld Wonderully chrmdd widi'tins' rejibairof dlah
ovelmidrodile: and Wolwont vistimsrof Heman drielvyuhd’
avid B Whioh 18"aphte WdRilled foriflidty the emil>-
ratibhtivis 4o Yorward 'ty 'extpretis of thé dwdlest spphiems’
inwildiprvision ofthes Betiehotewe Puityi— whilst @atids”
coVer® Hio sywiptostof pluseire fh ¢hié privvigsl debigious:
therday, wid ndver Brealns “of ady tithy Hilleraspardoral
cosapition of itite'God. ! This &' only vnelobite sharly”:
ddiailailvprastided apowiadelf: by s Heart whielidiéi wiio:
beat nows Kiknssgironbubond *+-dusthefaliaborernll thlegs,
ardodbapuinnidy wivleols/ saw: dedaion; dbg aiiton id ladie



S84

founds natural semibility ‘with' dévotion,—subitituting
compission for the' Brutes -th- the “nibth '6F pletyto ‘Giod,
sectetly phamiing feabl on ¥e ter dernens' of* its fedlitigy,
and'on the eredit of them, milintalning s bomfoitdbi¢kelf-
stmplacenty, in the’ absence of every thing’ A6 Win
deserve'the appellation of religion. '~ ' /1 10 Jsos
" Ok gimilar prineiple, there aré-inatry whe''dgptove
and 'admire the Sabbath, as'a duy of refréshing Mutfioh
téfl- to the labouring classes of the ‘dominunify. ' AWA vl
too is & topic on which much might bé-uiid, And e with
truth, of what is gratifying to the kmﬂyﬁeli‘n'gd ofithe
Beart. “That thy man-servant and thy"itisid-sérvant
iy rest as well as thou,” says the luw :Lland  olNoukh,
without doubt, the principal meaniig of ¥hlN ‘i thiné they
should énjoy the full benefit of the spirithal rédt uf ‘the
Babbath, as well as their masters; yet ‘thei repdes fvm
Ishour is, with equally: little doubt, 49 be iticthaddhlunde
lstter, indeed, being neoeasﬁy,-ht"di‘&éi“’lﬂ"‘ﬂkl forinie.
The return of that sacred day is‘fdfl of ‘Mitewbst i it
view, as 8 period of respite, a brestfiiny tithds Bsthi tH-
worn Iabourer amd artissn: in which thb'Feyddty ofidm
the fatigues of the week':i-a time Whicls; s file 3 biisis
¢oncerned, he can call his own,—over ‘which' ny fellow-
creature is entitled to'issué his commands.': ¢ W taddse
Perhaps we do not sufficiently think of the extent of
temporal comfort and benefit' resulting “froin this"&vine
arrangement. Of a single Sabbath'spent i’ Iabowe with-
out any great inconvenience or suffering, we can’ reudily
enough conceive ; but we can have httle 1dea of the d,egree
in. which \mmtexrqpted, unrelaxing toil,. £OINg, on, frgm
wesk to week, aad from year to 'year, would be.injurious
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and destrastivec.the health, and comfort,. amd life, .of
mptsisndey. of onr Sellownmestisen B this way,e.henig-
iGied. sombines the kempemal sudd the spiritwekinterests
f, 2upmindh,.. The,. Sabhathy. amongwt fallon., erentunes,
m a4, pikind.of alleviation.of the sentepom Sdnihe
sweat of thy face shals. tbﬂll eat, M&” o6 he, sMHE
tigperthata iy, the higher view of it, itis a dmm weqpp of
honging mem back ta God, to. Spmmblﬂ%xmdvm
staralplife, throngh. Him. whase .Smished wopk.af sight
AN 39 atpnement.is the chieﬁwbjentaﬂmmm
MW W‘% v . T TNCE
L5 PR eRnt, . i should . “Ppmhe“d’ 35 “‘ﬂc“]“u‘h B
which whe. fealth, the decency, the.arder, the, personal and
sogia) njogment; of the peasantry of owr fovoured. Jand,
are woqured, pud pramoted, by, the speekly retprn iof, he
wosred. dag.of reat 1. apd as,incalonlahleythe. sncsifinewhich
xreuldsbe made.of these: by, the aunihilation of its, obsgry-
MWepro1 Ippropostion as.it should come. to:be disregarded,
2af #he.decemcies of ity external  celebration ta.be doye
N ight e confidently. lonk, for the, accompaniments
@6povesty, and.filgh; and.disorder, and general digromfort
-pudwestchedness. .. There is no estimating, in, Suotlapd,
tholigmennt .of . counteracting. influence; pxerted by, .the
Sabbath in theprevention of. guch, evils ;. the regwiarity
180k senstanpy of its Totwrm calling for the equally regplar
mgwrence of. cleantingss, aml tidiness, and decarum, sud
- Iewing 10, intexval, sufficinnt-far. the formation of santrary

mﬂ LS T R e A sy e [ BRIV L
‘”9 m‘pdl':)w“ng hngugu of Jndgo Blackstone, tll'm;; f’rine& of
Menmqmmmmm

. m&-nﬁaw +wf thelaw of the lmdyexyiresses brieBy and fircibly,
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Some there ma.y be, Who are ever &syued .“re'gu;d_it'
28 80 P"“."!f tuﬂ' I —Hl a cert.un numbgrpf hours de-

Tio et g3it a4} ] :' _-n_

‘| LY
“:r’ weekly from the oquisition of socular gpin.  Bu

wit ver truth it may be so regnrd'ed in mwhr

810!1 .
‘”’ tj}g g}p’plest pnncnples of pohtwnl eqq nomy, an ?)f'
100 sense p]lOuld aatlsfy any man, tlmt 1? ng mw

lms no trnth m" ity geneml application. N oi 'on,l

'U it
re : ’fqbonr wear out the energies of the wo D,
MEBRY ne

80 l?ssen }us gams by the most lamenhble cf a.]]”?m

the lessp ng of lris nblhty, but even lf Illﬂ L]Plj‘s,l' Yeﬁ
palred, and hig ablhty mcreasmg, what nh,

n'u "Il,‘ll’llﬂﬂl
mere tnfe new, wonld be the result of ad' ‘ipg )s’evtzn b
IRUF) e 4Ll o ©oarn yierifgre
rt tox-e to | the work’mg time of all the artjsans in |

ML OB PTIH

! tl'x1 ) ,W‘ but an augmentatlon of th(;
proa 3 and 3 conseqqent reduction of the pl;we?

.uvl](‘ae s

uly

a reduction in the price of the a.rtxcle prodneed ngcessarily,

D T P T NI TL B

alduy with the Yoere} advantagés, dwuheenln-vmaluﬂ the Sabbath:
fog, which we here plead :—¢ Basidea the notariens inderanpy and

dnl, of ' permitting, auy secular business to be publicly transacted oted 0!’&!"[
day, na country profeuldg Chrisﬁmity. and the eorruptl ‘1

whidH ubiually followy it profination, the keeping of ohe iy i Vet
holy; aba timae of relscation: apd refireshment as well as fior pablié wam:
ship, is of admirable service t0.a state, connidered merely 4s 4 ¢ivil ity
ntitutlon,. It bumanizes, by the help of conversation and society, ﬁ
madtiers of the lower classes; which would othervwise deganemt‘o‘ fnb
a sdvige fovoeity, and sordid selfithnets of spirit 1——it enables fhe fndns)
trisunworkiaan. ta pursue bjs acoupation, in the.apsuing - veaek, wikh.
m,nq @d Gheerfulness : —it imprints on the minds of the, people that,
sense of their duty to God, 50 necessary to make them good citizens;
Dot NI YU W51 b5 worn out, aind deficed by ‘iiiréttived Gott.”
tinuanddtf Miwat)wishowt any stated: times - olmmng «tharh tol 1w
wmnpfmrmw...‘@mmwmmmmmmw

i
'W nu}nnlffd ax e Mo cpain il o0 Landteipess: 140



mvdm x:h: ‘,'.3(‘1;0‘;?'%‘% fet‘luctuon} md;the‘m es qf
ufﬁmneu'l e,—and 'ﬁ&'iﬂl"' ! Rj ’ﬂéfz?:o
s}’.],:f;, .":'ﬂ(ﬂe t.'he persom\l domeq' "'2:, :'x'n' bs ‘])f'lc( ’:i% priora-

a0, even in many temporal | dseénfarres?bcﬁ'

(7 eyt ; 10 {1 .
gjﬁe suc) as notlnng supposable, as the ':" b ?‘ﬂxe
mr J TR V) 1ot f un [\

e vygekly rest, could possibly co
i I”i 7 l( el “( lfb
ﬁ pppsantry Tet artlsans let tﬂf o{'

ove m g ttll eat and specml arposes ;)f' ¢g '
]m " en | rmerly pomted ont. Let them 1 be
10

o{ cymg t‘nr: its ends are ﬁlled, that its ben,eﬁ ”;\'l:e
nll ‘,; Ihin: Yo R NR LA IS K P U 14
When, %ven m the xghest m ¢, its secular

1- m“im 'e' cen re ]. 'ﬂ ﬂ": G5 Nt ump tjle
:E 1) c. )

a ' Toust not peasetoremmd yon,nrecﬁleg sp irty:
snch'g]'qb, ‘of conrse, are tﬂe‘bé ? tolbe d’ u ‘3&

.fro;l‘ll ;is”(fue observaﬂw 2 Vit ul' RIERY mn
If, therefore, we would fairly appreciate these benefits,

wesaoMst snppess dlie: day.te-be observed: rightly,—nooopds
mg!dmc}mper finture; and ‘thé divime- intention m its
ﬁflg Son ";an wcprda.nce with t\h.e pnnplj;)les of its celb-

1 have, now, begn. pore, than onee: mlxemd
toww Iu«bwryrplunythu of mo instication:can the advar-
tdg ‘e correctly estrmawd, hﬂletﬁ the - Hstitution’ Be

obasved, in consitency with its trae, nature apd design.
denm dn, thmmpma £or, axsmpley. (o mch.grdi-
nidices as: the passoven and the feast of ubemndes .
s Téi‘}ab1ite iY;Wb‘ﬂlddbé‘nécessary,, n?t K d 4 m}lﬁﬂ)ﬁaﬁe.

vy gty sy

YRR, AMEAFEL RreacripHon in the diving: soRPARIAL posv:
' rately followed. sutd-mihat. mere comparatively litthesu
the' ehieB-thitigreduibitl to % ficentimier fs"ieHe 1 aidne-
gent association; in the minds ‘of the celebrators, of the



‘commumoraed: evewts Wit thre eintimionkivg ribed! 11
whs:iw' donmoxton with hé'events i G FIsy' el
fastittived; hnd 10 UMW Fomeibradal and Whisredifoi
b vhin thut o:thelr 'viitis o' it s 'frot Bl Phat Halh
svorad finfaevios runt be sppraived. 'The whriit? el the Gl
withitho Liord's supper; ‘and; indeed; ot ¥he halarss
she thimg; with every institation whither e i dicae
Ou'ithin principle, 'then, we' mute Form ot SstMHQE W
thobeneflts of the ‘Sabbatlt. ' 'Wo ‘shovtd-dadl iHidiey
withiit btherwise'; taldiniy’ our etinidird of it e PNt
whiatis| ot strictly adventitions) et wibsidimubio iithdt
oni-iwhnt i privonry il esscrtiali*Atrd tb ML, Wiy, Wb
B i iy siosenive; béen taright of Gba th bbebtirii
divy aight,-anderstanding b principle kil ehvdiing b
" 44 spiree,—hweping it holy 8 Hivh' In'the({2tuce Hitish
funiily, and in the sanctussy, ‘¥ ‘hay Witk dsnmadsih
#ppeal, whether they hive ot ‘foutid ¥, #1@) chig¥! in3%h
vmbrent degioe, the soitrce off Both! pleasarly s profes
wiBpirivual' pleaswre presupponey Wi Hphotub nind!-od
hotrt -rendered capable, by the' rivbwitig i oF ol
Spirit, of the enjoyment of spirituAD vhirgh, <andhiil
With spiritual sensibilitios ud desires;' "I'lils'ts Gb¥achsly
whdispensable:to the spproprinte exvrcives’ of 'ty Dol
day boing 4t all relished: - Phe witveriwed ‘may 1k th
day:well enough, as a day ef bedily rest; br ob ehibRioh
stichureh, or of seeing their fritndd) o' Bf'any of dhé vail-
etionof daintal and mentdl rebréation < But i regrtto
ity trwa nuture, they may welt way; s Wikiat:s' Wolithdts
it Mo Grlless: the mind bo spititaslly -EspoNE; ke
oust 'm0 Ploasurs in spirituel oveupuriohs $and; Wkt
there 6 N plensure, Luwhereif ongiged W at bl 1"
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ot from, the hawis shpioesiwihene shey are gona thromgh
88 A ne0e8sary: drmigerys sather than welvamed. asia.de-
W Fannos,, 'hﬂw fay teal MMVA
day fox pirisual obsexvance: et be o day for spiitael
0 s Thenn must :be & correspondenpe. beswaem thermmr
e, g the, srdinance and the characten of the worakippers
9J89.it. carnpt; be.daly celebrated, mor, yiald ite propeér snd
MJM”‘W“:(M’ . make, . my;: pppeal: o
‘ M"‘M‘mdl who hape ! tasted that.she Lerd fis
BORiqyn hote f-hearse God-hau touchad, " amd tursied
Mﬂm thwm hos,net been,, and. is wet
B0 Xhe.most efficiant. means, throngh the promised
Hessing. of she, God.of grace,of confeming and,advane-
& initheis sanls the principles, of godliness,—-the vital
Spitih of piety of enbenging their knovwledge; of etab-
Bahimatheir faith; af mvigorating. their hapes.of inflesr
AR theix: 1ave, Vo Gad;ita, Christy to. Christians, t0-sen-
king ;- gfianickaning. thein joy 5. of givimg life and energy
—Mﬂdqﬂl&em uand,-i gemeral, of forwapding
SRET, PIOgTRPS oin r-hu holiness *¢without. which ne-san
MM%I‘O B R T ne g
(hMﬂﬂhﬂY fml, my fallow. Gluiamns, tho secalar-
MERKY tapdency. of. your, workdly-engagementa,:during: the
9eksithe ingoesant pronenass of pour deveitful herta o
£orget.God.and spiritual.things, snd to take their impres-
m from, she, warld, aue the #hings..of .the world,. : You
Seol tois, and ypu bewail -it.- Buty ohl. what.sn amotmt
€ Mdditional, infinence, wowld be givenito thaiworkd: over
Xomr affoctions, were.the. countermetion: of ahethoty Sab-
hath. entirely . takom . awag!,: - How: fearfully.enhamead
waquld be, your pesih, if, ‘inssend. of the- regnlan and:dire-



quenssetiraof o sispe encabdyby: Gedly ower Wppohmaieni;
tothe.oxiveisss of Sevotion;: you wew: tube Jef)ipehe
wry mides of univershl and wiintermisting desudusity; i
@oly:at oppertanities send -meoments of leisbhire ¥8rothe
sulsivation of your souls!| How could it-be; but thal the
misd and heart should beeome thoroughly e bouifdesiiod
totbe 'world,” and: gradually divested of eeorydosinuin
of spiritealivy ?—that the living spirit.of. godlimesssilahl
becamme sickly, and die away ?—that the: fire o velifjiiel
fealing should extpite for want of fuel, or-be qucdildby
tha, deluge: of worldly. cares P—Ask youmselvesstillalay
yous.apd answer from maturity of reflectiony-—hsnsaud
of your stability and grewth in faith and holiness:yydidw
tethe Liord’s day,—to its private resding-and mbdistitive;
taits domestic exercises of instruction and devétivw andl
ite public meetings in the sanctuary, for hesringtheioratd)
oslebrating the ordinances, and joining-in the:wosshipyd
the,Lord. . ' We may eafely-affirm it as & faot; agoseullibl
byilrecorded experience, and such:ay:it is wesowsddi
ressonable to expect,—that all who have -beenblina
imgpdliness, bave been emiment for their: eunselsntied
and deveted observance of this sscred dey. : Thetpie
deseriptions of eminence, indeed, eperate reciprowsliyas
csuse- and effect,—eoach: pmdncmg and:: M &
other. - i gm At
‘The. cxorcuesof Godumyhﬂ, mdlwhﬂ
the.delight of his people. - Even in sncient dnys;wilsded
the.comparative twilight of Judaism; how fervent adethis
exprasious of attachment to God's-heuse; and iverais!
place where his honour dwelt {"—expressions, sushinsimny
well put to shame the listless apathy:of.many a New



Tastasant sworshipges; ; théugh- snjoying the: falness of
.amengejival light and privilege.:: 4+ How smisble arehy
webernanies, .0 Lierd of . Heste | My ecul lomgetl; wew
aviondfainteth for the courts: of :the Lerd rwmupy howrviatd
it fanh ariethiout for the living Ged.  Yea the spuaiav
hathnfund out e house, and the swallow a nest for ereslf
whanaehe may loy ker young; even thime altars, O Lérd
of hotte. my Kigg and my God. .‘Blessed areishoyghst
dwotl)ile: thy House; thoy will be: still ‘praising: thee-
“4dOhQndy thow.art my God; early will. I seok: the¢:itny

e .thee, my fleah longeth fer thee,.in'& dry
vl cshisesy. land,; where: no water. is; to see.thy:power
andythy.glery, 30 8s.] have seer: thee in the sunstusry #
—nti:faneshing. have I desived of the Lord, that will F-sigeks
a3 that I may. dwell in the house . of - the Lord alk the:
dayewfanry. life, to beheld the:beauty of the Lord; sad w:
inguigd.in his. Tomple.’¥—When there is such pleasaie
apdltiarin, public devetion, we may be well dssured there'
willhba:esorresponding: pleasure in-its: mere privase dow
tiapvt : Fhe.day, . throughout, will be a holy festival,: from
whatexich sad varied provision the soul will derive equal-
delight ahd nourishment; and, « taking the cup of salvas
tigny td: calling .on the name.of the Lord,” will xemew;
with a:oheerful alacrity, the consecration of its powers ¢»
his'service. I repeat an observation formerly made, thas
thepei canpet be: a.mere anfavourable symptom ef the sthte
ofsisligion in the.soul «of .a professed child of God,:thau
vehisnke hegins: te: abridge:the Sabbath,—to think.he has
dinbovened reasons himself, or force.in the reasons.of-othess,
by awhichithe obligation of devoting it entively. ¢0:God:ds
< we i fmiDedl lisles —a bt 1,8, dxvihe, W e D BEL

M
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brought, inte Guastion :r—wien he: bdgingtatirink six days
ton litthe for-she, warld, and ena!tee seuthforGed. Of
overy. ght-hrarted beliaperin Chrigs, ¥ will. be she sis-
oprR AP, bister amgrets shet his. spirisual -pripaiphid il
affertions, should not. have vitality and: vigoumeneuglys
maiptain. the. vivacity of his. religious estaréissasfdniithe
space of one day. But how any Christian cem hriseg Jin-
self, to, wish. ta be rid of sny pant of the day; and te:iigue
himself gut of the.ohligation ta keep it all. sacred, wnmins
from a previons inwmrd declension:im the spiritudls lifeyd-
1. pust agsin avew: myself -upabh.oscuqmumﬂnpb

yontl peeeedbe st 0 o vreans s ol e
..Thq preceding abservm:m mhuduﬂy ol thee inflaamse
of tha Sabbath on.PmiviDUALS. Liet sesiow adviortfers
ligtle 0 .its. influenee .on. FAMILIES.~~Aftes what wasmsitl
in, aformer disceurse on the domestic wees:of the Sablath,
it:will not be necessary ta.dwell long apim. this. 10 wist
spiritual desolation,—the . denolation .of ignoramee) ite-
Jigion, and vice,~woauld. speedily: extentl iteelf oves-fami-
lies, even over .those where: Gede name::is aecdoded,
werp the Lord’s day expunged from amongst the! dayesd
$he week ;—were ghat day sssimilatedizo thie restiwiquebe
there ma public assemblings fox. the -worship of. Godylshd
for the reading. and preaching of his .word, so.-keephlite,
in the youthful mind, the impression of she- divine siist-
anse, sud charactex, and claims [~amd ware those: predioss
seavons, of domestic instruction t0. he wmimersally discon-
tinped,r~when the . children . gather. apsand:the: Sanilly
hearthi on kneel around the family eler,~vwhen thiey-are
mught, by, pracept. and exsmpla, by she contmenicstionof
knowledgn. snd. by, shai exersisew/of dementici devistion,



3

Adaat < fidarri of rthee ded) whith-is thie BEginnfig @PHa.
1dom Fawiwere thare wething bafort she vidw'of th Fisthg
generution, 'with alli¢ susceptibilities: 6f' eatdy #d’ of
isaxthiy impression, but one interminsble seéhié' o Kociliir-
.ityjswe universal, entire, and 'perpetual" lhdpﬁbﬁ“bf
m:mwy;ummandwn,hmmwwe
m*ﬂlﬂl 444444 . . o [VACITTEERRL N T 2 Y i

waFhe! eveniugy of' the Lerd’s ddy are tha’-&ubm’ﬂdu
-zsitarally- devobed' to wuch' dementic' soerielt’ & habis Jilc
desaxibedb.umd when suitably redosmed: for thésk Witer-
cises, they are inestimably precious. Without them, how
amanyi arould be beféientiroly desistite-of religious intithac-
timihrwbvé nowhappily enjoyit ; snd: of thoso wht infght'dh-
‘simnetn sescive it; how much mrote deseltory; irttigtifad; ik
inpebhfece tvanld the instruetion necessdridy be ;' atd; Wadt-
vianjgy dioreever, thpes socompaniments ‘of sacrodresy’ With
wehich)itis now surreunded, how comparatively light skd
-tasitsienrt. wounld ibe ite iotpressiols upon-the mind;-=hil
.sdhoh meore)in-dangeri of: resembling ‘the- seed ‘whith “félt
tGrows\thei sover's: hand among the therns, 'or'thit whith
dropped by the way-side, and was picked up by-the'fowls
‘ofishaxmen j-—of - boing choked by the cares sitd: pleasintes
of ishiy lifle, ‘oriof - being immediately canght awxy by the

mulignant and ever-watchful:enemy of goulsl - ' = -
-noin-wegand to-tive indluence :of wach domestic exerdivbs,
it mdy be further ebserved, that it is not merely their
ilfiact in'the communicstion of divine ‘iwstiustion-to edch
/meevahiar ofi the family bndividinlly thut i valthbid bt
-his gemewsl unitisig aid wpirtuakizing infividned upbit‘the

walsbe sboBentivaly. - VWhen il tho' yotrkg sieriBbi 60 e
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dembstid cirnle dre -bronght shgeshery wiieh thefisreisst
down. - tugethen! s the. fesb ofithe: sanm earthly and:shy
ssime o héamanly instiuctbdqioif dliey abe: not  treated with
padtiality; and their sdspective tasks, by.injudicions oy
nienlisgion-and ill-admimistered reprook; misde themtcasion
of ymutual1jenlousy;-uithioy will be made 4ol fealin mes
boiid:of attachment ; they will ding, withia-comeon fdoh
ingrof: gratéful fonduess, to- father and mathenyss «théis
hitvd jsnd affectionate seachers ; awd- their hearts. wilh vk
torone: anethen, as: fellow-learners; needing: idnd  receifiig
thersantes instrndtions. - The: bond -of- pietyiwill:thus he
supenitduced . ¢hat of: natural affectiosif} dwd o:will he
£dlt by, themselmes; and seen:. by -others, 4 howtvgoad and
haw plesgant a thitig:jt-is-dot breslinen/to dwell. sogethes
iganitydl,d Such. Sabbath-eveming: scenels :will chatedshe
happiest teridendy .to charm.. awaly-she, Jittle -qusirnels I{§
such- theive. iy have been ) .of the preceding:week targitér
tlocongerd, and::to.imbue- the heavt rith: the: [f6macokniui
and gantleness. of (Christ.” . They: willy inithis:mantiess
Hoh!menely impart saving imstruction. $o-indinidwel-chil
drem, but exert & swieet and: pwexﬁlnixﬂunoep»dam
thounisn and sodial joy. n - o v b a0 alqiv
» There-is: already enough of qmtul ignorance  azsdng
thé .youngi.- O let us moty hy desecrating any pottion:of
the Sabbath, and taking off the.iobligation-of its waiverstl
sgetedoess, inorease to an indefimite: degree the.evilwe
nkplnh{]mu B VN C TS TRY F RS TR ERTO et PO 1)
- T have associated with the dombw'minmimo-dcﬂo
Babb ah ite: doimestic devations: - Leti me wes: i shid'be
miseenceiveds(1 Elet nome imagime,tha; : bacanie & havs
spokeen ofsthie domaestic devotions &f the. Losd'e vdby; Kesit
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Josko witlerihdaljpences s ibie 1izantide 2of those hewdsef
fulhilios, whi sconfiaes twithie day! eithiensthe dexntionsror
iwirstraetionsofstiseirs householdssu With segerd €o-veli-
gious imsteuitions; I wombd oy i downnds &maxiihg: that
eveity dwy dhould: bnve its lesson: im roligiony asiveyilasty
#oin anky-dther - bwanch-of Imowlédge.: - i iparbats sete
doby utetive t0: thig, if ‘along iith: tieduily reddiog
sbithie Scriptures by theis ehildren, they twienld: zmecastom
cheait t commis! to-mheinory -swb o three  veiseh nef the
Bibloy w fowdines: bf a'hyma;. ot -» slbglesquestien. or'two
of aivdtechistmq—accompanyihg e little tashs:-with
arl beensiohud: affectiontite: svd simyple: ctmesent; arid mevin-
tmge the: whole ‘on-the -8abbathasw part-efirith wdelly
exbreisos, ik lig) wonderful hew rapiilyl as uoquaintanee
‘writh:diwiné trush 'would thms ‘accumiedate;'and hows benefi-
#al weuld be the: general influencstupon the thind. <« When
ridigious instraction iviconfined so ¢he Sabbath, theretwa
phokvbfprodusing in-theminds: of children'sne of ¢themodt
weftrtunateiand péricious of all- inpressions;~-the b
Pidusion; thit religion belongs torthe Sundayy!of which
thasensequonos b, that, instpsdef caltivating it asd pei-
ciple, or set of principles, of every.dsy hnd ilsabitmal
frfwence, they:never-think of it-but amongst: the fordils of
towaedtly ritasl,uamd; feel s if! from Monday tilk Saturdey
thop hnsd w tlo-only:with €hdworld)-and:.as!if veHgien
weuld beas masch: out ef' place- on any.of the athebdays
of the week, as the world and its businesses wouldhsd it
ofiplace onvthesBabbathurcl: wir it baisrozes ovsd 1

4d Ehis denges inistilbnore smminent im shh cssie i thiare
snlagi donfine:tol the first day:of the weeld theb sximrdisesiof
fmnilywdivetioni sl Seingisoy sheykinecin sth crismingl
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megiuce:bf widily:und  immporsuirt duty,ahd- ardutywhish
owght ve brimg -with ¢ s dalby delight/si—aied:bosidusshis:
theyy éouliterics, by their neghigent and irreligions s
ploj the'bewefidinl  influenoeé of all ‘the imstrusctiony whisl
owilfive ! Subbath-they make a form of imparting. 1 Bhey'
theuliofprido 'whikt lfes in their power to shut: God onbef*
the witlds of ‘their ‘children and servamts frem the) du
Sabbiith: to ‘the other, snd thus to secularine theie spidity
a8d vodade devotion to a Snndnyfmm. T T
UL L RN [ )
*'"Phe- third! hght v which we weuld eonumplnm ot
bewefiti: of' the ' Lord’s day, and the evils of its megles,
rédated vo Cuuncwss. By churches, taking ‘the- wond:in
it# $imple Néw Testament meaning, I understand - associs
tiony of believers i Christ, with their respective offices
bediers, united by faith and love, for the observanca:ef
hisordinances, with e view tohis glary, to their own apiritieh
‘benéfit; and e the good of the world. -Of such:assdciasiony
it must be obvious to you, stated religions: neeptinge bee
egsential to the very existemce. I seé nos: how & chidch
conld' possibly have: abeing without ‘thems: Herarbe
«¥iows what i ‘i 'nyan,”s—who made him, snd whohss
made 'liim with & masure in which secial: dispeditiomsate
déeply imlierent, has appointed the associatien 'of -hie.pec-
ple tn churches, and appointed ordinances far them im their
ansbeiated capacity. Had he seen that the: interests adithe
spirttulil ¥¥e in their souls would be equally wellipooyided
for; ¥y the private meditations, and:the:insulsted: persondl
devotibtis) of didividuals,—we sheuld; i all; probahility,
nevidy Hube Hehrd of sovial ‘imstitutions'y for-thie canfinitely
ride does wothing. o Waiw.' But: b lovew ouirmetne bet-
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443 +He knew how. anilaating apd. inwigernting the joint
retcdgnition ¢f the pardmount¢laims of teligion ; how demn
fimging t0-its prinsiples, and enlivening to .its affiections,
thio: dombined: exercises of devotion, , When believers.come
togsther into-ene place, snd mutually regegnise.anch other
there,. the : very: sighit cenveys to ench heart.all the power
and, persunsion . of reciproeal encouragement., They aw
semble, to.remember and to celebrate the. same. avenis, e
events in which they liave alk one intenest, a8 heing the
common ground of their hopes, and the common source of
their joyssiand.love and gladaess..cixculate fram soult to
sowd;-and speak from eye to eye. * They are strengthened
ini tempaation ;. they are seothed: in semow.;) they, are ani-
mated-in:danger; they are enconraged iny difienity,; they
are hraced :and. merved for duty. -hike comrades in arms,
they cheer..each other on in. the < good fight.of fajth,”
pointing to:the geat oaptain of their salvation, reconnting
his encellenciés and his conquests, andmmapam vietary
and trinmph under his baaners,

1"The: powerful influence of association. is every da.y ex-
peticnced amongst mes. A common feeling of interest
imsbne! object never operates so .mightily, as :when they
who are the subjects of it come. fogethex; to witness, in
eompany, that by which it is excited.—Would the recent
oceronation.of the Sovereign of these realms, think yeu, have
produced any-thiag -like the .same effect on.the spirit.of
the -peopls, had)it, been poasible. for emh..individnal, of
them to Have witnesded it. alone? ; Suppese ayery: oue, in
selitary snccedsiom, to:have seen the splendid and. ipterest-
inlg spectacle,~—would this successive view have Jeft npon
the! public mind any. thing, approashing .ie #ae s3me in-
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Plossiol' PP rié6d Hiot sih it Gubiiod s~ bl difie
‘foblirof- eViry Bodvin hiks AN Ertbweredt e The
Chbiphi Ty, ot erdly, ‘ot ety nof‘&bmpﬁiﬂmy"m
mlént de'all; 1 the spectacti itaelf, however gorgbik) il
BéWevebitipositig -3 lay in the congregitid’ hibittals
Pthe #ibjects of the same prince ‘witheiiing'tt Hif "ol
iy, - Thst man’s mind must be strghlarky bonstiuti,
Who'‘eaii be ‘bt in sach a multitude, without' thatfinP e
Kindred bimotion, without catching'the' Wfiversal Shpttlh
withehit'yiélding to the irresistible’ cutvéiit Of i Sbiftibh
eiithusiasii ;' ‘'when every glistening': 6ye” thrks, 3>/
arfoud' of 'eitpectation, to a common“Shjete o MG
hfeh-Uriry arm is waved in the shone 6P Joybua wedidl
#i6h; Wheir'evéry voice gives utteratits th “the’ sl
of gratalation and putriotic loyalty y=\hen thottisbia sl
tefid of thonstiids, meet together; and ook'bfl Eogitnet,
and shout together,—every one i the Folll ndsttinsith/ it
the feelings of his own bosom have the sympathy b XA
Posoms around him :—it is then, and’ it ik'thns} thdt"the
power-of excitement s felt, that party diffaidntas %ok
for ithe time'in the ohe domfnaiit emotion'bF Britidh prrité-
immi] and that the' King'ls énthroned i the hekitti 6P
wtthched and united people:: =+ 1ot Lef Yol
‘v Similat ought to be the- éffects of th meeﬁhgg of''tfe
:subjects of Jesus, to celebrate the past; and anticiphitethe
future triumphs of their exalted Privice,—eéven' of “Hith
who ¢hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name writ-
ten, Kive oF KiNas; anp Lonwy -orLiorps.” They com-
memorate vqith joy his finished work; his resurrection

* The discourse was dehvered on the Sabbath se’ennight, after the
coronation of his present Majesty, Witliam 1V.



¥ his, divine, analifisations. for @Rvsmmenty-sauhithay
_pntigipate the time, whem He shall come aghin, reveniodqin
i Blorvar=when, « the Loxd himself shall despand. withn
A8 ith the.voise.of the axchangel, and.with the,tFHE
of.§ofb And, gbe, dead. in. Christ,sball rise, Andhegrhe
8, Alize sud. remain shall be caught up.tagether ith
qﬂ?"&niﬂ;.ﬂmﬂmdh to. yeet the Lord. in, the.gir, and#0
Mlkp 1BYEF, With, the. Lord.” . Oh.L what,ill 1.the A
Afdamntions e, with which the King: of, Ziom shall: themibe
md by his joyful, subjeets,—< loud a8, from. mumbars
Withowh Bmher,iRweek a8, from blest, Feilces, MAORIDEIoFL
I theix sefloctions,pn. the. past, and sheix, antisipations| #f
yiherfamre, his peopls feel.the animation, of spcisk delight:
ikheisihosama beas high with. the, lively, impulsns.of logalty
18qthein King, and.of attachment to ong anothem. 20 They
saflmire, they adoxe, thw love, they hopeyand they 1ejniee
m‘ll‘llc(f~t FPIRTYI L IRTIRYPYL ENNRPPINNET IR Y (e MVIPENS DTS 7Y £}
LY b} J-M%M: "paid, a mY“l s“mt of .old time, .k,
&4, xhen, they said. poto me, Let.ns go,into the hovae.af
e fegrdiiwriand, the assemblies of the fisst Christisns @t
Aernsplemy were meetings.af cordigh union: andi exulting
joy. 8o it is, or so it ought.te be,still. .. The assembind
.fi9ints of God, wheu, an therhallowed mom of the.dpy of
‘7o#s ey, waite, theis, voies, u. the hymn. of txiumphmat
[PrRisq. to. their exalted and: glorified. Lardsir....r ~winurt
TN ooy L i Wod;lthy Hedeenier fosg, '+ 10 firu o ol
uson 1’ canofhe Savigur leftithe dead;, . st 10w nen

AT ) Q"d ger, our hellish.foes, . j,; W otgIoMYI
g -raised his conqu'ring head ;"—

21 b sunas v $ndde© ) g bt tan esm setgooeib adl ¢
L ” i B pivesnng sid e auitaage
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joyudhe chirter of their spivitus) Sbeities; the fohndaties
of their derreut 'hopes ;-iarhew thow sitas! huid badle;inid
partalod thgesher-the sommemerative syrhbole of Jis-dying
lovel ;uslidve the life: of ‘¢heir ‘souls remewed.: cfh’l“
sissmuseivis “«all .one in Christ Jesus < one bddy;ilisair
makbd by “one. Spirit,” *eslled in:one: heps: i il
calljmig; 1 having « ene Lord, one faith, cne buptisin, dee
Ged and Father of all; who'is above all; sid shreagh:d¥,
and in thems 4ll.”—And then, their public saeetingsherk
any fmfluence: @ their private devetions.. - Thesy eatry tirom
them theispirit of the commmuion of wsintsy-amlk ewentd
their most secrat and solitary exercises of fellowshipiwith
God, this imparte animatien and vigour, ‘Phew thinkef
their brethron. - They have them om their heastsu:. They
have present to their minds the  delightfal assuranoe; that
there -are multitades of one heart and une soul with ithes-
selves, who, though separate and even distantijn. plad,
are uniting with them ia spirit at the fobtatool of thedi-
vine throne. - So that, evén whea they: “.esterintol shfir
olosets, and shwt ‘their. doors abeut: them; e@ntd praysto
their Father whe is -in -secret,” they ean retain witlyds-
light- the sovial form of address:<-the. very appeliation
“ Father” reminds them in their solitude of  the -fdmily,
of whick Jehovah, the God of salvation, is the Hiead, sad
of which they ave -but individual members; 'and: thps,
feeling ‘themselves one with the ‘whale ¢ household. of

faith,” they.&hy, ia terms of hisown directiom, #-QUR
Father whb.art in heaven!”' = v i e

werege ot W v e R L I A
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i1o/iseolassdtopio-nmorhidh , B owish 10, map ra fowti wousds,
beltulendrdwikig- this dibéonrad o 8 slose, is)theé) infinpnce
lofithel Subbatlu in regandh te:dywiL: copMuNARIB: 1141 t-
anni¥ hemsdedw etiréd; /in . a1 formen: disoosiwey (ite .definia,+an
leathysdifjectd;) the province of humanilawd; - Ehey: have
aeitherithd right'to enyoirl, max.the poweri ko enfatcey sy
thaiduy that je.bpinitual. 1 This belongs exclusively! ta,Him
‘who. alenq:hias the knowledge and!the €entrol of the Jetirs.
Theispivisinl keeping of - the Sabhath, therefione, is.entively
beyond the spheibgf human legislation. Bk, as we fos-
meslly showed! fou,-there are other ends: of the .inatitation
‘besides the:spinitual. i [0, haa secnlar ends. - There were
dnvthp ivigwliof she divine Leginator, in giving -the cesn-
matudj! benefits of an:sutward amt temperal: kind;: both. $o
il and iheast. - Bhese bemefits:it is perfectly competent,
1sdlnwyy more thaai dompetest, -iuia  impérative, &0 evary
ewnthly government) te seeute.to wall, wiother: buman or
baxitp, 1plased: by prevideneaunder the.. prosection; and
dentlolof v itadatveils The fourth .commamdment in the
1debalogue, while it-istitutes the Sabbath as seared to the
wenvioe dﬁ:ﬂo&;~m-lﬂwmu.myimnrthom. of that
<iayl'ns sommch propenty intimey:se: that’ whesodver at-
1eetrfits g0 mvade.that time/.and. torexdact. it frem: others
Fou:this -otwn ends; ris as vedly: aizoliber) a8 if he-wexd to
irerobtefidom them theiv/money oy their lands -vand this
spbcits of propéwtyy;as:well siothess, it in slie buniness of
tJegisldtersito-seetrd o -their anbjects, and-toi protess frem:
1 wiongfel enerdachmentsindabetraction, ,dduman govern-
ments cannot authoritatively say so:. theirmsubjecta, . Re-
member the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy;” the spiritual
consecration of the day being the subject of divive requi-



sifion &loné:uibut] deokinmg th theitamporal Menefitsqwitich
thet vabbatival luw eontertnpluses, 4ad o the isebular: sights
which it onfers, ‘thay'eais sy, “ In s thow -shaléiact de
dyroork!! ©:And, when the sechlar objects of the daydpe
thes' sboured, and ‘those who are disposed!: ta: eyt
it toits higher ends are . protected ‘in-wo :«doing;: sl
-ppwu to be done that hwmnn laws :canh legitimatels
effeet, ' ¢ . o et orga bar
Thiese general prineiples were fomerly Inid- down mébe:
avilarge. I have briefly repeatad them; that rtheie el
be no mistake in the minds of amy:of my-beardre, whenk!
spoak of the benefits of the Sabbativtto thb commimign!
The benefits which I regard as ite ‘legitimhte result, s
these which arise frem the dae enforcement-on iall: ofiiem
seerlar observance, as & day of abstinents:freim mronkand:
the ‘protection from annoyance of those vehoolpess: toit
observe it spiritually, us a day saered: te Godu -+ A ndishesd:
bewefits ‘ure great -and' manifold. it has: beeik shieady!’
netieed, what an amount of hijury-woulilinrise to thsi!
healsh, comfort, cleanliness, and dife;!'of theoworitihge:
classes of society, from the ecessation of the'sevemsh dayss
intermission of lahour; and ‘the wninterrupted: ind: utdgwo
lieved pressure of their wearing-cut teils.: Now, whatwa?
operates injuriously on these is essentinlly projudieial be:
the community; of which 'a healthy, vigorous; eleaulyy:
comforeable population -is:the: beauty, the strehisth, aath
the: vecuvity:-—By the suspénsion of lsbéur on shas:dayts:
thé:brute ‘ereation as well as to man: himeeld,~the 1dord 4"
this kewér world is, moreover, profitably:vendinded of:diw:!
ownidepbndance, awd of the duty: @f cultivadingthelsdmtiv
ments of humbanity ‘aud marey. < Gn the Babbathyrasys
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mqm.ﬂy;, foantisdodoldisiaert of edifyiig nom:
mthion whith- the anidaals enkpthhim v atkpawiedgings:
Iop n:abist -suspinsion] of his deminidn awerothemd. e
righv of -thel Creatol. in! himsalf: 35,wellla.in thiowand.
owfeabing 1 thad-his dwn-right -over thesnis dorinede foam
the gyantlof tha:superior-Lord. Jtds thus.cdlcuipted te,
chixdshia ki dly. fellewt-fealing: ‘wih; the infexiox, pressinpy:
and so to infuse a pervading spirit of gentleness and gy~
voilldy (mepadssinigl the karsher -teudencien iof.eur Jnire,
mellowingthe/natiend) ¢haracter, snd-diffasisgioves sogial,
1ifenslor sefbaninigoff » gemenal Symnpathy wodiampnity of;
digpositionor T soeia, shis- maly be i nedomimensafion;.
"Bhoy iinayrather;deprecate the-prevalénigeof b .spiite 41
getithe did povemnefined. sondernéss, - aé indensistioht wish-
themilitary mhatastes of the country, thetnadeof b, snliliex.
nat compbrting welliwith extrs delicany-of feobiog1qand;
theydmiy &venlrddomrhend cruél and fixooiats. sposte fof:.
theh sakie ofi sdintainiig thenational conmge. - But xfithis
thele i3 adonllbierror: - Ia the first place, the erdineny,

copdithomof alrohntry is, bnoughtitinheja state-of pairtes:
anly il dtempting Yo mowld thei natinnal, chesacery wel-

oughty ihmlli reason,-$0: havelouh nye; sapetiall yi,on ierony
dinewy wbndition, not on-shat wwhick foutms, the-exeephion,:
and tekpheting which the maxing: of.evexy. fuiend - ofchia.

eauhtzy!and, of . mankind must; enembe-a—the,hasmﬁ‘mth“
‘béter. ~RBuy; sinde theexception. may; end tep eﬁl»idm'

oagary,: pred it .is imdidpiensable that . evary “gepntrybo,proxt

vhied-8or ik whion metessitiy: nequiles, we hﬁm)w‘nmdnhr
fogithéx, thes bumariity and; gentlensss atelnet So:bw sbuisi
foundod ovtrith shrisltings simidity. ard. snewleas: Mnhpsiliay: .
of gharagtani i« The spiit-of lofiy.daving:beadmd.iite zomb: -
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denve in'many a bedom: along 'wish tha-spirit of Jkindnest.
Manly vonrujte and brute: ferodity! ane it the, sante; s
there ought to-be wo 'war bat what is strictly dafensiweex
and a:all defensive war sheuld be the resalt ofi needesiy,
smd tho dictate of duty,—it ia the former; nos the- ldtie,
wiich ought to be-in requisition,—stepdy; , primeiplod,
detexmined cowrage. And is there, them, o divoroe e
tween such courage and humanity?. The very.sreperse
Gruelty is the more frequent associate, not -of cenmgs,
but - of cowardice. : DR (IR T2

There are few things ef mmr consequence o 4l
peace and prosperity of & community, and $e) tixag unien
which és strength, than the maintaiming of a good, mmder-
standing- between the different orders of its populntion,+
o right state of reciprocal feeling between: the -high asd
the low, thée rich and the poor. And.to. this; fen things
-ean- more effectually contribute, than their heing eoivhentd
before : their commen -Creator, and reminded that f:ighe
Lord is the Maker of them all,”—reminded of thein con-
mon origin, their common dependance, snd thein eommon
dbligations. < If ever the poor man holds wp.his hesd’
says Dr. Paley; «it is at church ; amd if ever ¢ho:richimen
views him with. respect-it ‘is -there: and both . wikhibe
better, and the pablicmore profited, the oftener thaymest
i a situation, in which the consciowsnass of dignjty-in the
one is tempered and mitigated, andthalpuihnfthe ather
ereeted and confirmed.” . —

' But there are benefits from theSabba& o thelm
munity ‘of :a higher order. The day iof cesaation, from
earthly toil is the day-also.of public -assembling . forthe
worship of God; when his.own people meet ; when they

[
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pbwer dan- préuseting: the kmeirledge: and . inflnence of. she
gospel; whbn mudtitades e, by various matives,:broaght
togoether: to hearthe ‘word. of - God; when. thonsands, of
callidden e eollected; to- receive its. salutary. instractions
o ivywys 1 ppprepriate . to ‘their age and eapadifies ; . wiken
vakious other means are put. in operation,. for enlight-
eming ignorance, and subduing depravity, amd..turning
sipmers from “/the error-of their way.!. . Apart. from.the
present and everlasting profit thus accruing to.individuals,
the incresse¢f the number of shoge who are sexingly ¢on-
vewtnd tb God is the very highess of all. blessings.to.p
ocoimiry. Ungedly men ‘may seoff at the assertion:; but
it is:mog, foritheir seoffing, the less true, nor is the bless-
iing the less' real 1~—ndy, even the scoffers themselves may
tnditectly participate in it, at the very time when they are
‘thanklescly: anid ptofanely scorming it. <« God’s eye .is
wpon shi righteons; his ear is epen teo their cry:” and
fop - theety Baked, for: the favour he bears them, and
-unswer to-their prayers, many a national calamity may be
avertied, 'apd -bhany a public blessing bestowed. < My
oaly'selid lopes for the well-being of my country,” says an
“minent Christian philanthropist,* « depend, not so much
entherfleets and armies; rot so much on the wisdom of
‘Her rulers, or the spirt- of her people, as on the persuasion
shat she still epmding many whe, in a degenerate age,
love and obey the gospel of Christ; on the rhumble
srust, that she intercassions  of . these may still be: pre-
wadbnt,  wad, that -fér the sake -of these Heaven: may
illvlook tpon-us wikh sn eye of favomn.': Sedem
LT YR CO 7S CTY dofter o WHberfodoes' - i) i Gihe o
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of.9ld, the secred, historzrinformn. Aen wonld (haxg: hepe
apaved.at the intenceagion of Ahrahao, could, Sty forty;
thigtyy Rwemty—~ney ftan Fightaqua persons: havq. bem
faund there... The case is Tpcarded,.like same. oghgry, i
taach, s, the, operation. of a principle,—a. pringiply; thy
peyvades..the sutire administration of diying. providene
althpugh the intricacies of that adwinistragion,.are.pfen
s00. involved to admit of our discerning, itmithegegmn
shijoly, of a faithful God to them that. fean him. s-wafkis
is pot izhont sound scriptural reason;, boxaver fanatics
the: nngodly world may pronounee if, that. the. pogh.jf
she lofty -spirit of patriotism and of piety,, Applies-.tw
prigciple and the case to the metropolis of qWF. roRRRLim
Buris* & Oi*Phon, resort and raart 6Fall théreatths i T aoritivion
010 :n -Chequer'd with dll cemplenions of mhnldnd) “t: 1aii ni
eth .o . And apotted with all crimey ; }q wbop I seo . anitog
4 Much that I Jove, nnd more '.lnt I ldmh'er

And all that 1 nbilor AL
731 Ten tighteous would hvoav‘d!sﬁty‘&hetp Hoi s
- And Theu haat many rightepns.~mWall fox theemy 01100
I'hat wlt Preserves | thee; more corrupted else,

il!l' i «,.,h-";utﬁ

L [ -

] ! And therefore more obnoxious, ‘at this l\our,“h 10 nigws
YT Than Sodedi in her dhy'had power'ta Bl e it o
Jobiiot Por whetd Godmus Abnhnmpk-d:. waindflt m-,d
s L B R 1', q“

i ',There is, moreover, an mﬂuence (as these hnqs. 1degd
snggest)—a moral and spmtual influence, exerted | og th e
Qpnnnumty by these, its Chnstmn meq:hers Therq isa
“ Yu’tp,e that goes out of them, in their respectlve s'pherer,
hoth ;of higher and of lower life; there is a restrajping
and, oyerawing - power. in their holy- and, conslst.ent exam.
ple ; avhich operates favourably on the, general

of, the ‘ponul.atwn. Noy, it _is theﬂy by means of the

NI SO
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Sa¥bath! thit: (h¥ ntimber oF thicke'«Bghed of tib wirld”
i ‘piaiiéafned and  minkipliéd. Bt i by “the 'Sy,
thit’ tHe spirit of ‘truérefgion W 'kept up’muddiffod:
Yhat 'thé «“salt of the earth” “is’ Prevented ‘frobh batosl
iy ité savour,” and so from losing its ' andipatredeunt
vh¥idé' T'“‘checking the spread of -eorruptiom.'!'- Aid
76 Wds been true from the beginming, it is ‘trébo ubw,
i Wil hold ‘trae to the end, that it is < righitevesnves
$iith exalteth s natibn.”— Eveir tite generil ‘otvraiid:eb-
Wetitibe of the Sabbath has a happy effect in diffusing -a
tHoriil dectiicy sihong the pubke. ' Ft operates likessani-
e medibine i the political body, counteracting themeorid
poisonl ‘of infifelity and sin, and’ contributing to the pre-
servation of its.health and soundness, It will.be found,
in point of faet, shat, by a-natural reeiprocativn, in pro-
portion as iioral profligacy spreads;’ the Sabbiath is dis-
regarded and profaned,—and that the dxsrega.rd and
profanation of..the Sabbath may be assumed as a pretty
correct test' bf the ‘prevalence of profliguoy. -Infidels are
aware of this.’ ey see the value of the Sabbath, as one
of the great safeguards of Christianity; and they have
bent their emergies to its abolition. - Our. own infidels
have set themselves, in turbulent hostility, against the
oforts of those who unite to maintain its sacredness.” And
what ‘was the introduction’ ‘of decades by the atheistidhl
“Fevolutionists of ance, ‘but one of the means by which
tiney sought the extmctlon of religion, and the' dlsﬂfﬂtion
aFall'its salutary restra.mts ? 'The policy of thé ofd bier-
p‘él‘lf was in’ the’ devu'e " As'an additional ‘Probtof’ tﬂiﬂ
ai ud' [ furﬂ'ler mcltement to Christians t6' prom PN
means in 'théir power, the dué observande’ o s's &th,



may be miéntioned she canféasionsHl-str tendesmed qrim
inalaaterary suecamsive adsini (From hew lavgea prilper
tiein of thiesecklpristis bt acknowledgnaeint anid liment ation
tarbe) hivard,, shas-Sabbath-biveakirig: was thia beginsing of
thair wicked caweer,—vons of. the first steps in . that-conses.
of.wiee and' profligacy, and orime, which kas, teimingted
in the Hulks, or-on:the seaffold I - = ... 1 o doide
iAdthoiigh no other nation can ever: smatain. tlie same
relasion ta. Jehowvah, as. that in \yhich‘mcbnt-lmlvnm
yes, i from his promises, and.threatenings, and .condiet, t-
wards that people, the general state: of the divise nrindos
thasubject now before us, as well as.on .nbt = few athes):
hay be clearly aud impressively learned. -©ur tesh:éon:
tains. @ promise :—* I¥ thou turn. sway .thy foet. frouil the
Sahbath, from doing. thy pleasure on my: holy day, .and
call the Sabbath-a delight, the:holy of the Lord, hesoun
able; ‘and shalt honeur him, not doing: thine -owa ways,
-nor finding thine own pleasure, »or spesking: i thise: omn:
words 1: THEN sHALT THOU DELIGHT. THYSEAF: KN« &WE!
LoRrD, AND.I WILL CAUSE THEE T0. RiPH UFON WEBRHIN
PLACES OF THE EARTH, AND WiLL FEED THERS W&TH THS
HERITAGH OP.JACOB THE FATEER : FOB /TR MOUTNH
Tux LoRp HATH .6PoKEN ¥T. The promise, map.he
regarded as pledging the divine word to Isreel, thatiif, &
this and in ether respects, they werewilling end: obediens,
they- should enjoy . the favour and- blessing of the: God-of
theirfathers ;-~that he wounld crown-them with vietery
ove? all their onemies and oppressors, and. put thew i
Ppessessiofl; & a seeurity against their fature ashaulte, of the
lofty strong-helds,'and  manitions. of yooks,” i which shey
had trusted ; .that he would establish .themiin: she. porwma-



netTpdesensinin of thetdand 1ofs pvomnibe, et ullits! ey
bowglled - tvensires; amdill the luxwrinney of varied pre-
duseys: whick: the blessisgi of: the. Almighty himeelf' coudd
causen it to yield. - And; i this setnporal view ef it,-¢he
promise stands in harmonieus contrast with those threuts
endnge :of -displeasure; amd -dispeesession, and suffering,
which are elsewhere attached by the-prophets te she wio~
lation of'the same precept :— If ye will not hearken mnto
ey 7POit RXLLOW - THE ' SABBATH~DAY, and not to besdr
aburdely even entering in ‘at the gates of Jerusalem
onthe:Sabbath.day ;- then will I kindle a five in the gates
thereof, and it shall devour the palaces of Jerusalem, and
ituehail nov he quenched:"— But the house of Isracl
rebolled dguimst/ e in the wilderness : they walked notim
myistatates; and they despised my judgments;, which, if a
nren doyhe shall evenlive in them; awd My SABBATHS THEY
GRBATLY POLLUTED: then I said, I would pour out my
favy upen' them Aw-the ‘wilderness, to consume them. But
Iwroughtifor ny' name’s sake, that it should not be pol-
Iwtexk before the' heuthen, in' whose sight I brought them
outr! Vet also T lifted wp my hand unto them in the wil-
dewness, that ¥ would not bring them into the land which
F-ldad given them, flowing with milk and honey, which is
the glory of -all -lands ; because they despised my judg-
mentd; and walked not-in my statutes, but POLLUTED MY
Sapwadns: for their heart went after their idols. Never-
theluss mine eye:'spared them from destroying them,
néitherdid i nialke an-end of them in the wilderness. But
I daid: warto sheir childven in the wilderness, Walk ye not
in she statates of your fathers, neither observe their judg-
mente; nor ‘defile yourselves with their idols. I am the



Liordrygup Gud;- walk i miy statutes;isididkeop wysjadg:
toetrte; 'mad 'de thewy's und A vLow v SanbB ATns; and
thoy-uliall bera Nign betwieh we awd 'yow) shat yomisydmewr
thavcirain  the Lord syeer God. - Noswishitandieg-the
shildeen rebiclled aguinst ‘me: they -walked: net inaley
entucis, neither kept my judgments-to:do: shaniywwhichsif
wwwih ‘do, he shall ‘éven live in them; they roLboTED MY
SwBBATHS ; then I said, T would pour out mry feiry mpeu
them,:te accomplish my anger against thorm in theiwildes
neds. - Nevertheless I 'withdrew mint Hudd; mird rwwoungin
for my name's sake, that it should not be pollated tactie
sight of the heathen, in whose sight Tibreaght thea ot
Fnlifted up: mine ‘hand -unto them:-uled. i €he: wildeinkisy
that I would scatter them among the'heathew; and dispedsé
thoein thromgh the.countries ; because they had nod ehecated
my judgmeints, bwt had despised my statutes, dnthded
POLLUTED MY S8ABBATRS, and their eyes were aftdr.tidiz
fathers’ idols.” * To the realizing of: sueh threatesingiys
these,Nehemiah must be considered dshavingshad reforéuss,
when he thus eontended with the Sabbath:brevilsors: ofshis
dwy, even with the ““nobles of Judah™—¢ Wihat e\l tidng
is- this that. ye doy-arid profane the Sabbathrday @ Dilnot
'youwr fathers‘thas; and did not our Geod bring:albthis b
upon 08, and upon' this ity ?.:' Yet ye bring more:iwoush
wpon Israel, by profaning the Sabbath.”4 = - vus
volg 48 -very obviows, that. communities; a8 such; cen Wk
the isubjects of judioial visitation -enkytin this wordd 2
andithut: ohere:-i8 ‘2 prineiploof ‘mativabl! vesribotin
according to which—(although in a way that may many

L I T R T e B e R CALIA LRt B TR A S PR T
* Jerem. xvii. 27. Ezek. xx. 13—24. + Nehem. xiii. 17, 18.




atimerhe beydudishe reach afoun short-sighted penstoas
tion)—he dealings of providencatomards the mations-af
tharonvth:aze regulated, me carefel reader:of ihisi Bilileveats
qkestinih. 1 The follswing dangeege b Qod, by rJerdmiali;
velates sor doubt, in the first.instance, $o:ithiese matilite
nd-kingdomb against :which express. messages of dennnw
datian had been dictated: to-the prephets, ito.he hy them
cssymunicatod ;+wbut . shey as evidantly contain-a genaved
pribtiple if thedivine administaation, of which it sequisds
oy nviisapivtd: Misteny of the world to-ahow. uir. the-apn
plicasiob ottty what instant: 1. shall, speak., concerming
alnation bribemeetting & kingdom, to. pluck up, andito
poell dokaing andk tex destroy it ; if thatinationy agaipst whini
J-hexe lptonoundod tuen from theinevil) I willrepent ol
tho;emil thas b thought to .de: unto them. 1. Andrat: whet
inaiant; shdl'qu.wncombg s.nathem, and eonbaming
aikitsgdose, t0:build; :and.i to.:plant it ;:.if it do_evil inimy
sighsithet: it: tboymoh my: waice, then I will repbnt .of the
gaod veherbwith i said L weuld benefitithema. 1. 8in; which
% ds'itheronly cdute.of the destruction of individuals, is:also
§ithi sole causé of themin of pakions: . They:perish nof,
tosil€heir iniquities are. full.’'#+If shese: things be 80—
#nd ifitheisins that. draw-down the wrath. of Ged on comy
Hwnities:ave both: the sins to beifound in the ;publie congn
cils and acts of their; governmenss, and :at the:samé tisae
thie eollestive aggregnte. of the:sins of ‘individuials —niay
we hot, with: good reason, reckon among she- gvounds.of
apjirehension: fer wur gountyyy the lamentahle amennbws
1YY LR SR THI N Y ‘ Jer ;“_'m«»_)‘o 4 onlw ot wlihmn’m

-t The Prospects of Britain, by James Donglu, Esq. of Cavers, p. 18.
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amidet:¢he enjoyment of-so dage u samt ofpidvilegeriofl -
M.M Prsiana oldieroms bk 18001199 on
u1iBus the prosaise s one of mers matphe inopuesy oAl
shoujth it is primerilyaddressed s0 Isrhel, yetds is seduil,
weapprelioad; ws coustitating the chureh o6 Qothf wnid)his.
der typical language, it expresses: he: fulsess undipenfiitn:
ity of spiritual blessings. He who delighted in the Sabbath
should have a larger and larger measure of the highest and
richest of all privileges—delight in the God of the Sabbath.
Hx would « lift upon him the light of his countenance:”
—He would ¢ manifest himself to him, as he doth not wate
the world :"—He would “ come unto him, and make his
abode with him,” and fill his soul with the joy of his sal-
vation ; thus putting the song of gladness into his lips—
¢ This God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our
guide even unto death :"—Ie would “ bruise Satan -
der his feet shortly,” and give him a full and final victory
over all the enemies of his salvation—over ¢ principali-
ties and powers, and the rulers of the darkness of this
world, and spiritual wickednesses in high places :"—and
He would, in the end, give him complete and inalienable
possession of the inheritance abeve,—the inheritance
couched under the promise of the earthly Canaan, and
typified by. it,—the inheritance that is ¢ incorruptible,
undefiled, and that fadeth not away.” —< The mouth of
the Lord hath spoken it.”

Is not the general lesson of all this to Christians, thet
it is their duty to be sensitively jealous of every encroach-
ment on the sanctity of the Sabbath,—jealous of it in them-
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selves, jealous of it.in others (~—and that they should leave
no legitimate and accessible means untried;.for. cheeking
the progress of its profamation, and promoting: its sctiptu-
ral gbservance 7—In one diseourse mone, we shall :con-
sidew what these means are,—and elose the entire suhject
wikh semhe general improvement. TP
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DISCOURSE IX.. . = .

MA“ iin 27. ¢ ot
 The Sabbath was mads for man.”

Taese words I bad occasion formerly to quote, in evidense
of the Sabbath having been instituted for mankind univer
sally, and not for the Jews alone. But they express sams-
thing more than the universality of the institution; they
intimate its benevolent purpose. It'was in harmeny with
the twofold character of God, as “light” and « love;” the
diotate at once of holiness and of kindness.- It was desigmed
for the benefit of the creature, in union, of ecurwe, with
the glory of the Creator. That it is eminently fisted ¢»
subserve both these ends, it has been the object of fermer
discourses to show. In proportion, then, as our minds are
impressed with the number and magnitude of the benefits
resulting from the observance of the day, and of the mis-
chiefs ensuing from its neglect and profanation, we should
be solicitous, by every legitimate and accessible meaus, to
promote the one, and to check and suppress the other.
All the commands, and all the institutions of Jehovah
are the dictate of love ; and those who disregard and vio-
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late them ¢ forsake their own mercies.” There is, in their
disobedience, as much infatuation as there is impiety.
They injure themselves, while they dishonour God.
What, then, should be our aim on the present subject?
—what the practical problem which we should seek to
work out? Certainly, to fulfil the divine intention, in
bringing from the day as large an amount as possible of
advantage to man, and of glory to God. But alas! this
is not a problem which requires only that we maintain in
its purity, and preserve from.copruption, a newly insti-
tuted ordinance ;—that we keep what is now duly observed
from falling inte neglect and. prostitution. It is not a
problem of prevention merely. It is, to a melancholy
«emtdnt» & problem. of correction and -reformation. - The
-evils:slteady abound. They are great and :manifold;—of
lomg: standing, and:ef diffioult .removal.- - We have not
‘mesely 10 preserve- a--somnd -constitution in its healthy
ustite { e have to deal, in the way of cure, with one:that
isnlveady a prey to virnleat.and deadly distempers.. This
wemslore: the case at:once' the more :important -and. the
asiore. perplexiag ;-but, withal, the more peremptory in its
domands .on the united counsels and: en'erg'iel -of : the
poople of God. = - . s

-~«'Fhe fact of most extensive, open, and darmg pmf-a-
staon .of the Lord’s day, is not less sure than it is:alarming.
The eomplaints and: lamentations of the most enlightened
Chrissians of all -derominations, in the south of our island,
are lond and deep. . They represent the evil as * having
« reached . height. which renders it an element not less
-4 of political danger than of moral corruption,;—as * out-
< raging o} $he.snctities of religion, all tha;decencies of

N



« sorality, mml defying-all Jaws; civil, edolesinstieal, and
« divime.” .« lmlmll:enter'at present into no invidiens som-
paxibon of the degree te:.which, in south and worth re-
spectively, this outrage aguinst the laws of God amd of
eur ecountry prevails. From some of the mere flagrant
ovils which there call mest loudly for interference and
reform, we are as yet, and Jet us be thamkful for i; hap-
pily free. But we have enough, and far more -thm
enough, to deplore; and we are in danger of its increase.
Indigenous and importod: abases are, in rapid succession,
appearing smengst uws; and, instead of our sewthern
neighbeurs learning from what remains of the ‘exminple of
our sober sabbatical habits, there is a far greater kaswrd
of our catching the contayion of their augmenting “prefli-
geey, and of our becoming, mutually, corrupters of emch
other. It is very trwe, and we rejeice to admrit: it;that
im our large cities and towns, the streets, at the ‘sbweral
feours of assembling for public worship, do still ‘present 3
wpectacle highly snmnating and imposiag ; the “seund of
the chmrch.going bell” drawing thousands, m all’ diwee
tions, to the house of Ged. The eye of strangers is vap-
tivated by this; and inferences much too favoursble
(would that they were otherwise!) to the general char-
-acter of cur population, are drawn from it, and are made
the basis of many an eloguent eulegium, sud of many a
‘high-flewn description, with much more in it of Entopis
than of Scotland as it is. Alas! what multitudes are far
Utherwise oecupied tham in finding their way te the sane-
tuary, %o hoar and to wership there! By what muititudes
# ‘the Sunday incomparably the worst-spent duy in the
‘week |- And:of theso  who de; from :variods motives,
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atbend at church, how many are there by .whom what'
remains of the day is miserably deseerated;. in an endless
multiplieity of ways; their incomsistency: faz more than
neutralising the effect of their church-goisg example !
Is. is an appalling thought, and: an indication of the ten-
demeies of our fallen nature as affecting and humbling as
it is frightfal, that more erime should be perpesrated on
the: Sabbath than on all the othen six days of the week
together. What o handle this to. infidelity! What an
argmment: of practieal eogency, to the man who pleads for
the abolition of the day, as im experience mere noxious.
then selutary! Deeply satisfied as we ave, that.the ar-
gument. is unsound,—that, even setting aside divine
autharity, it is founded on pertial and fallacious: grounds,
—yet how desirous sheuld we be, by every possible
meana, to take it out of the lips of the caviller, by putting,
"an.end-to its. practical existence |

The question now before us, then, is—What are the
meana t0 be employed, for checking the profanation, and
promoting the: ebservance, of the Sabbath? They must
be mesns which unite, as far as. possible, efficiency of
aperation, with legitimacy of principle.. Such as have, or
sesm to have, the former without the latter, we dare net
employ; and such as have the latter without the former,.
we should employ to little purpose.

Theve is nothing which I should more strengly depre-
cate, than the. interference of human laws in matters of
religion. And k am aware, that the very mention of such
a thing, in eonnexion with the Sebbath, will stir up, in
some-bosoms, alk the jealousy of. their dissenting privei~
ples. Im the religious view of the Sabbath, I am aa
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worship of Ged, ‘being s purely religious vervice, must be
entirely voluntary, the dictate of principle snd of piens
disposition; and ' quite beyond the province of wy
suthority beneath the Supremre.* Neither mant there be
any interferene with the private and domestic modes of
-spending the day. Be they ever so inconsistert with it
spiritusl natare and ends,—ever so much opposed, i this
respect, to the mind and will of Him by whom ¢ 'the Sib-
bath was made for man,”—there must be no wexmtions

system of demiciliary visitation and inquisitorial espionage,
—no haressing encroachment on the privacies of lfe,—
no mterference with any mede of passing the time, thit

" » By I Elis. o. 2, it was enacted, that “ all persons not having s
resnondife: exeuse, shall resort to their parish church or chapel (or o
stme congregution of reigious worship allewed by law) en every Sua-
_day, on paim of panishment by'the cersures of the church, or of Sordeit-
ing one shilling to the poer for every such offence.”—And by S Jum.
1. ¢. 4, these penalties are ordained to be ¢ levied by the church-
wardens by distress, on the warrant of one Jastice."—And * bhe wie
was absent frosn his own parish:ehurch was te be pat to prowe
. where he did go to a place of worship.» 1 Hawk. ¢. 10.—Diskem-
son’s Exposition of the law, relative to the office and duties of a
Justice of the Peace, Vol. iii. p. 453,

Al this is witra vires. It is what human luws have nothing tede
with. The attempt to carry sach enactmments into effect would in-
evitably give rise to all that was ridiculous, as well as to all that was
partial and irk , in oppressi One t but smile to think ef
such an attempt being made now-a-days. Our Justices of the Peace,
(coming 4nto court with * clean bands” ¢hemselves, of ceurse) ts be
judges of what constitutes a ¢ reasonable excuse,” for abseace frem
church !—and all who could not give a good acoeunt of themaselves
to be amerced in one shilling a-head to the poor for each offence!
If such afine were impartially levied, we should hardly need poor’s-
- xates.
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does mot disturb public peges, ar trespass an public dece-

.Jf compulsion cannot, .on. any right.. principle, be

applied to the public duties. of religion, stjll less can it to
those which are personal and domestie.*

The chief difficulty, on our present subject, howevet,
even when we have ascertained she. general principle of
the propriety of human legislation for securing the tem-
poral ends of the Sabbath, is, te define the limits of legal

# Io Hume's Commentaries on the Criminal Law of Scotland, a long
succession of statutes is referred to on the profanation of the Sabbath,
extending, at various intervals, from 1508 to 1668. Into the provisions
of theso muitiplied statates, whether obsolete or still in force,—or, in-
deed, into the law of the case, in its practical detail, either in Scotland
or in England, it is not at all. my. purpose, or within my pravince, to
enter. The distinct discussion of the different enactments; the inquiry
respecting each, how far it is correct in principle, and within the pro-
pex sphere of human auntherity ;—how far capable of exeeution ; and,
if s0, ospable, how far caloulated to answer the intended purpose, with-
outia weighty counterbalance of evil; would necessarily lead inte
voluminous argumentation; of which the probable result would be,
that some are right, and some wrong, and some mixed, both in prinei-
ple,and in sound policy, and in capability of exeoution. ¢ Prosecutions
fer soeve profanation of the Sabbath,” says Mr. Bell, (Diotion. of the
Law of Scotland, Art. Sunday,”) ¢ are now very rarely resorted to;
and, when absolutely necessary, they ought to be conducted with pru-
dence and deliberation, and not with that mistaken zeal, which fre-
quently countaracts the object it bas in view.”” That all such prosecu-
tions should be conducted in the manner described, is an obvious truth.
But the very making of the observation arese from the extreme difficulty
of framing laws which do not mix the religious with the political, and
of which the execution is not in danger of trenching on the rights of
cangcience. The * prudence and deliberation” are most imperioudly
called for in the framing of the laws. ‘The more prudently and deli-
berately they are framed, and the less necessity, consequently, is left
for the restratning infleence of these virtues in prosecuting for their
violasion, the nearer are the laws to what all laws ought to be.
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their aversion to nlter the laws ;—with athess, snder, their
compassion fer the labsuring peors—with nthars. still,
under their apprehensions of all undme political intwefer-
ence with religion ;—while, alas | there is t0e much ressen
to fear, that there is, with a large propection of all,.twe
three clesses, a listless unconcern about the whole mntsen,
or a desire to take and to-give indnlgence, keeping oxgn
existing, statates in abeyance, and acting under their cen-
venignt. eonnivance. s

It is not my business o dictate to the legislature, er.tp
enter into lagal views of the case, and propese suitmbic
and efficient ensctments. To this I poetemnd not te be
competent. My sole abject is, to aseertain coxpect prinei~
ples. :

We, in the northern part of tho island, are as yet hap-
pily free from the cryimg evils, prolific of se many othess,
of public markets, amd apen shops, and stalls and hawkers
in our frequented streets, and Sunday trevelling, by cosch
and steam, and the vending of Sunday mewspepers,*
and other sewrces of corruption to public mortls, whick
are either moterious infractions of existing statutes, er
tolerated inconsistencies with them. These evils have

* There are, if I mistake not, thirteen Sunday newspapers published
in Lendon, of which upwards of 40,000 copies are openty sold, on that
day,.in 800 shops! It is meedless tosay, that some of these papers
derive their zest to the public mind, from their containing not merely
the ordinary news of the day, but a collection of caricature and buf-
foonery, of all the varieties of sporting intelligence, from the turf, and
the ring, and the cock-pit, of anecdetes (the more laughable the better)
of high and low, of fashionable and vulgar life, mixed up, more openly
or more artfully, with the poison of infidelity and irreligion, in forms

adapted to all capacities and all characters. And this is Sunpay
RrrADING! )
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risen to sh-enormous amount of public annoyance, and of
moral misshief, in the south. And, alas! there is an irre.
ligious spirit prevalent, which treats with indifference and
soorn every lamentation over the wrong, and every serious
proposal of amelioration ;—a spirit which, it is to be feared,
has, in no emall degree, infected our legislative assemblies
themselves, and which gives to the offenders a disdainful
sense of security, and enables them to treat with a care:
leas defiance, or & contemptuous leer, such as would remind
them of the laws, and intimidate them into submission.
And, indeed, with regard to not a few of the protecting
penalties, being of ancient enactment, they have, in our
times, become a mere mockery, and might as well have no
existence.

I must repeat, that the enactments, for which I plead
are such as regard, solely, the secwlar ends of the Sabbath,
in which light alone it can be a law of man, and enforced
by human penalties. And, in this point of view, there is
perhaps quite as much, if not even more, of difficulty, in
regard to the amusements, than in regard to the labour and
the merchandise of the day. It was a singular anomaly
in Christian legislation (so called by a miserable mis-
nomer) when, in the century before last, the celebrated
“ Book oF SPORT8” was published, under the high sanc-
tion of royal and episcopal recommendation and authority,
specifying and prescribing the amusements in which the
goad people of England might lawfully indulge on the:
Lord’s day. The wisdom of the first James suggested
the scheme, and the piety of the first Charles had the
credit of reviving it. As it was dictated by aversior to
puritanism, whose “ most uncourtly strictness” suited not
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ratiomal induigence)” I is upen the very-esme. prisciple
sliat.tho hannss of impurity have in seme eountries been
legedized, and livensed, end subjocsed te rnles of police,
and s0, with certain prudential restrictions, taken under
public pstremage; and the same kind of plea has been
urged in vindication of the practice.
1 -om not sure that any law can be framed respecting
amusements -on the Sabbath, except upen the gemeral
prineiple, that no man, in his mode of spending the day,
glanll be 5 disturbance and annoyance to others. This weuld
load-to the isterdiction and suppression of a large propor-
tion, if not of all sports and pastimes of an open and pub-
lic mature. With regard to what is private, it i8 impes-
sible that lawe can interfere: and, were it possible, it
wonld be beyond their legitimate province, Even as to
what is public, the principle can only be laid down gen-
erally, leaving room for questions not so much of saoral
as of logal casnistry; and for special cases, in behalf of
which pless of exception might be put in, as being free of
the charge of outward disturbance er annoyanee to any
ome. I say, outward disturbanee or annoyance: for I am
at present speaking of kuman laws; and, were we to take
into our definitien of disturbance and ammeyance, the
effence and grief given to the moral and religious feelings
of the better part of the community,—we should, I appre-
hend, get beyond the limits of such legislation; inasmuch
as nothing can divest the pious besom of this offence and
grief, but the trae spiritual observance of the day;—which,
of course, is what ne law of man can enact, or, by enact-
ing, preduce.—On this subject, as on a namber .of others,
there is listle that can be dome in the way of legal statute:
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~enthe suppression must be the result of moral means, in-
dustriously and extensively put into operation, and of the
power of consistent example on the part of those by whom
they are employed.

Before proceeding to notice these moral means, I may
bazard the observation, that, with regard to the external
observance of the Sabbath, so far as enacted and protected
by the laws of the land, it is eminently injurious to the
consnunity, (setting the law of God out of the question,)
when the very enactments which enjoin and protect the
sabbatical rest are openly violated in those quarters where
deference to the laws ought most sacredly to be exempli-
fied. What are we to look for, as the effect in all the de-
scending grades of society, when, from time to time, in all
the newspapers, the people read of successive cabinet coun-
cils held on the Lord's day, without even the pretext of any
pressing state emergency to justify it; when they thus see
the Sabbath, in the transactions of public as well as of pri-
vate business, converted into a day for saving time ;—and
what is still worse, when they read of its being chosen as
the day for the festivities of ministerial dinners, by which
not only do the guests set at nought the law of God, but the
fundamental principle of the law of the land is infringed,
by the necessary employment of hundreds of hands in the
preparation and service of such entertainments; and
moreover, of Sunday parties in high life, in their multi-
plied varieties, more select ooteries, or more numerous
and promiscuous companies, in the first style of fashion,
and duly puffed off to the public, in defiance of all the
proprieties and decencies of the day of rest ;—when they
read of these and of all the other ways, in which the very
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ehsarvinve 46 theiiBabbath; 1 : sheuld:tresth nigrinpdel
mske 30 therinfluenod Of mueak soans; ithan sex thainafilogal
stctwtesy:and; Wwith vespect:to. this prouposi bmofi dibytene
spiritusd Joeeping! of the- duy; .o dépemitinoe meuistoef
ceurshibé undhese: catirely; - Lawscshihdve doimothing.
Aind) imepurtant: i theisetubun: ende: dfishti ) Subbath sars,
its moralund: epirisualiipurposesi are . imooipamihlyidsese
vo. 1 Theseiitought 061bé ouribhief disirtyiand ourschidf
endunvouy; so premsote:: - it is! ey the advansmisent sl
theve; thit weé dogedd to-the:ebuleitafi-ipdinddnalyseed
that) by the extension of molul wrd-apitinil sescalmpley yve
dlevase the dharactur ¢f: theicemmunityaio T Ssbhathyds
4wohave repested)y: cheervod; cxn eubpibdorightlyl kept
wisder thé: mflbence 108 i right: principled . ¥t Sollogesothat
the mest effeetual; aad indoed shi ‘otily effestush ivayiéf
invrensing the ambunt of :its right isnd 1Seniptneal, ddibbia-
tiou) is'the diffusion of right prineipleix Hereim/: them,
silet Judu exercipe oursebves.’. s "W .cannot:ide|-cogiged
in ‘w worki merd traly: conducive 140 shdgoiadofanen;
and & thegloty of ' Gad, shan the brinjrieg. of vewr sful
fellywurruatures :around asg: understhe:podmeronf these
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ever they fophthoindaflaenee;te - call the Sabbath a- de-
]i@i;*““y‘ﬁf&h Lordy bhonaursble,ls:: v - vy -y

+{ 'WiThesky: we speak. efimivnl aeahs, dwever, thie designa-
tion imcludes mere tham.this ;- sore than: the: . means..of
prondeting tie wpiritadl celebration of the day, .under the
pradotainaioe: of spisitual principles and feelinge) and wish
aividwr todts:spisitual results;.the resalts of :holy ismpulee
and divine blessing, which it brings te:thasouls~Meral
meansmay belusezb alao for premoting the estward siner-
vaicanfrthe dwp; and seuring) -to. individuals and so.she
oosainienity; its seelilan advantages.: Wee.employ thens, when
wosexhibit:amd imperesy this value of theseadvantages)whem
we wivew sotliermgdividual, and shew to the spesbéx of-the
commsitanith, whdt:benefita, even of 1a temporal kindgrwill
arise stindinntelf and. to: soeiaty, fvom 4:due nktention té sl
-—-kly‘-ﬂaynpﬁ-m. »mW-e-mpyuthm-eum ﬂn‘p‘w ne
Budnceythrough . the mediane boths of 1selfdavesind of
pattiotimusvIvegel enactments and monal means mspbe
bosught:inbo epemation sogether ‘hawould lay isdown as
argenepal: makim; hqwever; that the more.eof-the latterand
thefusiief the Formen, 30 sauch: the bettex: 1,:N¥ heiy we ave-
oped by soral dnedns, we effoct owr, oliject, nptronly much
mdre agwiieably, batmuch morerthoroughly and durabky.
Fhesdifferencn-is fike thit between influencingshemind of
auchildh by asgmment and persuasion,iand:swaying snd.aon-
strafning:it by - the.tersor: of the red...We. pasy-:check
Sebbath-prefanation, £0i¥ exampley:in -a -specios ofsit 1shat
isanoumfhllyuabuadeat; by shutting: publicshoudes during
divime seevice, sndiaftbr.certain spetified; hoyreds andhme
may) througho qupdocal imagistracies,+¢ry t0anomplish
this! effectuialby,uby ik soristaint systethoof shocdsaning insd
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vigilance, and fine, and privation of Liecmcs, and other
means of intimidating self-interest snd .coevcing contu-
many. To a certain extent we may sucoeed. But such
" meens serve to bring into exsrcise s countar-system of
watchfulness, and deception, and falsehood snd pexjury,
and bribery and corruption, by which, in many instances,
the strictest surveillance of magisterisl duty will be
ovaded ;—especially as it is impossible that such sarveil-
lanoeshould be at all times equally on the alert:—end abed
feeling is, besides, engendered, by the difficulty and invidi-
emsness of drawing the line of distinotion between saeh
houses and houses of refreshment of & somewhat higher
order it may be, which are not subjected to.this rigorou
superintendemce. While, therefore, as we oonceive, the
genexal principle of human laws on this subject perfectly
warraats, in the cases in question, the interference of the
magistrate ; inasmuch as, no satisfactery reason can well
be assigned why the sale of intoxicating liquors should
be tolerated on the Lord’s-day, while the sale of all other
articles, save medicines, is interdicted. Yet it is, in every
respect, an incomparably more desirable method of cheek-
ing and doing away this kind, and this prolific soumce
of other kinds, of Sabbath-profanation, to put down, by
the use of moral means, the intemperance itself, which is
the maintenance of those Sunday haunts and murseries of
profligacy,—as well as the inlet to so vast a propertion of
the vice and crime, the discord and the wretchedness,
with which the lower caste of seciety so fearfully teems.
And, without discussing at present the merits and demerits
of temperance societies, I must be allowed to say in their
behalf, ¢hat their objeet is ons of the mest important
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which the mind of Christian, of pstriot, or of philamthre-
pist can contemplate ; that the general principle on which
they ave founded,—which is, substantially, the application
of combimed example -to the accomplishment of an end
which isdividua! and msulated example has utterly failed
of uffeeting,—is capable of the simplest and most satisfac-
tory justification ;—that, whatever objections may be en-
tertained agurinst them, and be felt sufficient by individuals
0 prevent their aetually joining them, I cannot imegine
how amy Christian, as a friend to morality, to the true
mterests of his comntry, and to the persenal and social
happiness of his fellow-men, can regard them with indif-
ferenve, or fail to wish them God-speed ;—and for this
reason ‘smongst others, that their suosess will comtribute,
in o smull dogree, to diminish the profanation, and to
promete the sober and serious ohservance, of the Lord's
day. ~For surely, the consideration is fearful, that the
Sabbath should be the grest tippling day,—a day of grester
‘posiness and profit: to the dram-drinking houses of which
I have ‘been spesking, than all the other days of the week
together!| Such being the melancholy fact, every step
sesvards the smppression of intemperanoce is equally a step
0 ‘the ‘oure of Sabbath-profanation. They are sins that
mutunlly produce and cherish each other.

But neither the relinquishment of intemperance, nor
the sober church-going observance of the Sabbath, will
save the soul. S8till, therefore, let us bear in mind, that
the first and most important description of moral means is
the promotion of ke knewledge and belief of the gospel.
Every thing shert of this, hewever useful and desirable,
is yet deficient. It is something to gain men from inbes-
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perance; it is something to bring them, from spending the
Sabbath.in the fields:or, in; she -ale-hause, to. spend. it- in
church, and.at homs :~vtwmt.it is not enongh. . The heart
may still be. uaremewed ; the sins.of the:life wapardaned;
snd the soul in jeopardy of perdition. .- Weide teo Ntsle,
thegyialthongh. that which we do is good,~when.we wew
fineour attention to the former -objeets.....Wa must.go
€urthers . Intemperance and Sabbath-bresking Jwwre.s
sources Like other sins, they are streams.from a fowntain
We.must go to the fountain. Qar gzams) aiwn mnst heysio
heal the waters there. We must assail:the. proponsiies
toevil by that truth which is « the .pewen.of Geod uste
splvation.” .. If, throngh the. blessing of i Gofl, 3we smeosed
in.bringing that truth to bear upon the . evil. desires.and
pamions 4f the heart, so as to subdue it to: Chnistjiwehave
gained every thing we could wish.. W ensure sobriaty
-and. Sabbath-keeping, and every other practical:virtue, by
‘introdncing. the principle of them all, ... \Whareasy.if we
Jkeop working merely at the motives totesnpanance, apdito
outward church-going decorum on. sha Sunday;-the;pn-
dnct of our.successful wssiduity may he )ne.mobe;than a
self-righteons formalist, whe may heve. gained  much:fhr
+&ha cemfort of this life; but little.or. nothing fler the.lifaio
cqme.—Let us seek, then; by all meana im enr - pomer;:4o
make known the truth of God,—both by persuading ahen
-t come and hear it, and by cmrying:it.to.themy and
.pecommending it to their attention and ¢o their.believing
Jaoceptance.. . This is the shortest, the-most dirent; and-the
magt. gffectnal way, to the attainment of il ew:ends.
Make men,believers ; and you make them:<.sobar, right-
e ARA BOddy . o1 o w anwol DB DA TSN
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But while thisiie:true,-Ido ‘ot mean that we should
not employ all other suberdibuate and-auxilisty metheds of
restraining the profamation ‘and’ encouragingthe- bbser-
vamen'of the Sabbath.——Tracts shemd be profusély ciren-
Iwedd, wot only tontaining gospel truth;:but diréstysetting
forth the nature, the abligation, and the:benefits, (dpir¥euinl
and wechlar; private and public;) of the Sabbath;as:«“mude
for' v, " urdl “dontiining in‘its institution anlevidenbe of
the idivine gosdnese.-uin our great towns; too; duch insti-
tutivhs-uy' the: Glasgow City Mission; are of admirilile
vy, forsuppressing - the profanation; and: promoting
e detviinoe ‘of ‘the Lord’s day; the 'agéhts oft ‘sueh
fostitutions, -iin their-visits of meroy; finding theirsway
smongst-the very classes:of the' population-whave slié-evil
most: affectingly: prevails, and bringing ‘divécttyto' bear
dpon thes alt+the ‘moral and spiritual mebns of its corres-
#lot: IThat Ohristian ‘whe' professes antiety ito promiofe
vevérence for/the Bubbath, acts most ‘inconsistently With
hibprofession;:if* he withholds his countemanee end support
from-sucly alsodations;:

- nind- ©'} lee: Chtistians remembet, how mach may-be
done; of evit'or of good, by tefr example:: ¥ woild press
thid) with afl eartiestness, upon-their dttention. - ‘It is of
far:mone - fmportance:” than ‘they " are'generally- aware.
‘Thezo:ls.good reuson to fear; that no small portion of the
profanation of the Sabbath which Christrans lamest; owes
its origin to.laxity in the:‘conduet of vnany who bekr ‘the
-profession of the: gospel. - Christians do ‘not-stifitiendy
consider, whit ddvantage the' world -are-eve¥iprode to
‘take of:avery:thing -in-their cenduoct thatd cinat Ml be
construed into allowance of what they theiuéves wisk to



proction ;- how nruch further the ewil nf their exanwpla goes
tham the geod y—frem hav slight an-indulgence e thwe park
of a saint they will deduce » wide and: lisentions somction.
Surely, this cught to make Christians sxoceedingly cautions
and eircomspect. When they find their example even in
what they may coneeive to be, in itself, and as shey prac-
tise it, inmocent, pleaded in behalf of imdulgences far be-
yond the harmless limit which they hixa set te themaselwes
—it becomes their duty to evereiss eelf-denial, aad,
although they may conceive it, and. justly conceive it, a
hardship, that the perverseness of others sheuld depuine
them of a liberty in which God and conscience de not
conderm them, yet, since God and comseience de net
require them to take the liberty, and no-principle, there
fove, is violated or compromised in it relinguishreent,
there can be no hesitasion as to the path of duty. I by
their walking on the brink of a precipice, the resulk is
that others fall over it, will they, for the sake.of shewing
their liberty, persist in keeping near the edge; and disdsin
the consequences P—< When I first attended seviously ta
religion,” says Mr. Scott, the justly venerated commeen-
tator, < I used sometimes, when I had » jeurney to per-
‘form on the next day, to ride a stage in the.evening, after
the service of the Sabbath; and I trust my time on horse-

baek was not spent unprofitably. But I soon found; that -

this furnished an exense to some of my parishioners, for
empleying a considerable part of the Loxd's day in jous.
neys-of business or convenience. I need not: sy, that I
immedistely sbandoned the practise.” On the same
principle enght Christians ever ta act, even in things of
still less questionable harmlessmess than the prastice here
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specifiod. - It is not for us to ssy, “ If men will pervert
and abuse our exmmple, we cannot help it; the fault is
their own, and let them take the consequences.” This is
not the benevolent spirit of the gospel. O! what is any
little liberty of ours, however harmless, when compared
with encoursging follow-sinners in their worldly and self-
destreying courses. Such sacrifices are not once to be
ramed. Life should not be dear to us, when the stake
te be won by its forfeiture is—the souls of men.

Let Christian parents inculcate upon the minds of their
childrenh, from their earliest years, reverence for the day
of God, a8 a part of that « fear of the Lord,” which is
« the beginning of wisdom ;” and let them carefully ex-
emplify it before their families, in their own habitual
practice. Let them attend to this, not only for the sake
of their children, but for the sake of the benefit to others
from their children’s example. If, in this matter, per-
wonal example is valuable, domestic example is, if possi-
ble, still more so. It is in families, in an especial manner,
that the reverence of the Lord’s Sabbaths must be main-
taimed, and transmitted to future generations. If, in the
families of any of God's people, there appear an undue
relaxation of the holy, but kindly, discipline of the domes-
tic Sabbath, other Christian families will speedily catch
the infection,~the children pleading and claiming the
same indulgence, and the parents gradually yielding to
the claim. The domestic example, too, like the personal,
will be abused by the semi-christian, and by the sober
worldling, as a sanction for much more unfettered licenee ;
till the sacredness of the day comes to be lost, and .its
salutary restraints thrown entirely away. Awake, awake,
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my brethren, to the danger. Let not the domestic Sab-
bath, in any of your families, be undistinguishable from
other days; but be it the resolution of every one of you,
in the strength of promised grace, ¢ As FOR ME, AND Ny
HOUSE, WE WILL SERVE THE Lorp!”

And let churches also do their daty. If it be a law of
God, that the Sabbath be hallowed, the breach of that
law should not, any more than the breach of others, be
allowed to pass unnoticed and uncensured. I am aware,
when I say so, of the difficulty that may sometimes be
experienced, in defining the limits of the law, and deter-
mining in what cases, and to what extent, its prohibijer
enactments have been violated. But the law does no€ in
this respect, stand alone. There are cases of nice and deli-
cate casuistry, in regard to other laws, as well as in regard
to this. But the occurrence of these cannot, in aliy
case, affect the great general principle, that every church
of Christ is bound to see to it that his laws be duly ob-
served; and, among the rest, that his own day be becom-
ingly sanctified in the personal and domestic conduct of
its members,—that the flagrant neglect of its public or-
dinances, or its private duties, be not permitted, without
expostulation, admonition, and, if contumaciously persisted
in, even exclusion ; and that, in this, as in other respects,
the members should mutually and faithfully watch
over one another,—not in the spirit of prying curiosity
and intermeddling officiousness, but of humble and affec-
tionate interest in each other’s spiritual prosperity, and
earnest solicitude for the glory of Christ, and the purity
and growth of his kingdom.
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This subject has been, throughout, of a nature so directly
practical, that I do not feel it necessary to enlarge infthe
way of what is usually called improvement. There is one
point, however, which I conceive to be of essential import-
ance, for preventing all self-deception in any of my hear-
ers, and so of delivering my own soul from the guilt of
their blood. The point to which I advert is, the neces-
sity of considering the observance of the Sabbath, not
as a mere insulated duty, but as a TEST OF CHARACTER.
I know nothing more important than this. The manner
in which you spend your Sabbaths is an index to the state
of your hearts towards God. It affords a fair and satis-
factory criterion of the security or the danger of your
present condition, and of your prospects for eternity. This
is a light, indeed, in which we ought to regard every par-
ticular description -of trespass. We have but done our
work by halves; when we have convinced any one that he
has been wrong in this particular, and have even induced
him to reform. We wish every one, whose conscience
tells him that he has been profaning or neglecting his
Sabbaths, idling or secularizing their sacred hours, to carry
his self-examination a little deeper. This is not a mere
defect in his character, requiring to be remedied. Itis one
among many indications that his ¢ heart is not right with
God;” that he is yet unrenewed in the spirit of his mind.
— We do not call upon him, therefore, merely to set about
amending this defect, and doing better for the future :—we
call upon him to lay to heart the solemn words of the
Saviour—¢ Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God!” There
is something more necessary for sinful creatures,—crea-

o
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tures who have not merely broken particular precepts, but
whose nature is in a state of opposition to the very prin-
ciples of the divine law,—a state of « enmity against God,”
—there is something more neceseary for such creatures, than
the mere relinquishment of this or the other evil, and the
performance of this or the other duty. There must bes
change of heart. The divine promise must be fulfilled,
¢« A new heart will I give you, and a new spirit will I put
within you; and I will take away the stony heart out of
your flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh.” Without
this, the mere external reformation of a particular fault
may leave you as far from God as ever. It will ha.but
whiting the sepulchre. It will be but giving the.agpect
of life to death ; colouring the cheek of the corpse, whik
no vital pulse beats in the heart. Let a man’s reputation
be ever so high, for sobriety, integrity, and. charity, as
these virtunes are understood in the world: his heart may
still be under the dominion of a deep-seated ungodliness.
God may not be in all his thoughts. And of the. continu-
ance of this alienation from God, there cannot be a more
direct and conclusive indication than want of reverence
for the Lord’s day ; an evil, indeed, which, from its nature,
can never stand alone : it will invariably be found in union
with the neglect of other duties that are properly religious,
and especially of those private exercises of personal devo-
tion, in which the renewed soul finds its chief delight.
Men miay think little of it. They may not class Sabbath-
kéeping among the virtues. They may think, and they
may say, that if they give every man his due, no one has
a right to interfere with the use which they make of their
time. Be it so. But bas not Gob this right ? What
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if He shall remind you, that the time has been 4is, not
yours ?—that you have been alienating from him what
should have been spent to his glory ; and, while you have
been boasting of giving every man his due, have been, in
this and in many other things, withholding his due from
Him ?—and what, too, if he should add to this the charge
of ingratitude, in that you have ungenerously abused his
goodness, in perverting to other purposes the time given
you by him, for attending to your best and highest inter-
ests? Say what you will of it, your neglect and pro-
fanation of his-day is one of the clearest signa.that your
‘hearts are not his; and that all your boasted vixtues are
destitute of the very first principle of whatever deserves
the name. You must be “renewed in the spirit of your
mind.”- The ¢ love of God must be shed.abroad in your
hearts.” While it is otherwise, your very virtues are
ungodly. They cannot find acceptance with him, whose
first requisition is, that the heart be given - to, himself.
This, and this alone, will sanctify your virtues.... It will
put God into them. And you will then make it manifest
that they are fulfilled from a new principle, by associating
with your duties-to men these higher duties,—which, be-
fore you left out of account in the estimate of your ¢char-
acter, but which now you see to be entitled to .the first
place,—the duties you owe to God. Then, in the private
and public exercises of devotion, you will come to Him
as your ¢ exceeding joy.” Deeply sensible that your pro-
fanation of his day has not been the mere omission of a
duty, but an awful result .and indication of the alienation
of your hearts from Himself, you will bewail the precious o
time you have lost, implore forgiveness through the aton-
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ing bloed ‘of his ‘Hon, and. sssk his-geace t0 redesmt ‘the
puct by the faithfal imprevement: of the futmre. . * Tien
will you wwdoretand and fieel ﬂnﬁxll-pat of she dexct,—
% THE SAWBATR 'WAS MADE FORMAN.” You will sab the
jovb of ‘Guod i it. You will feel it . privilege -and-s
pieaure; and you will keep i, with joy and perseveriag
vonstancy, as at -once-n testimony for Geod, and & mesns
of ‘benefit to your own souls. Your Sebbaths .on .oarth
will give you foretantes of the everlasting Sabbath of hea-
ven, and will make you progressively meet for its holy
exercises and'joys. The man who relishes net God's
Sebbaths heveyis deceiving himeelf, if ever be tadls o his
hope of heaven. He may call by this:mame some vapwe
undefined expsctation of & heaven of his own jubmt: the
henven of the Bible, the only existing heaven, is' not ithe
objeet of his hope ; for the blessings which are to-domatit
tute ita felioity, are not the objeets of his desive; ‘and
we can never hope for that which we regard with dislilee
and avercion, - He who has no enjoyment in tosamumien
with €od on earth, has not a heart to enjoy -haswen. - If
wwehammtheMbnhdadayhenmﬁnm,'m
would be the Sabbath of eternity P
“Pe-is o stiiling thought of the peet,* tht&n-nwh
has attained his seventieth year has divediten yearsof' Sab-
daths. Letall my hearers remember, that in every period
of ¥ifé there is the same proportion. Let them seriously
wik themselves, how they have been using the -sabbatical
Ahme with 'which a long-sufforing Ged kas been favouring
° Yhern’; and what muntldey"mﬂ be able to gﬂe of it
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to Him, in the day of final account and retribution. If
hitherto you have been wasting it, O waste o more of
it;~met-another hour ;—it is precions. Let this very day
be the begiming of & change. Now, even now, let your
preparation: commence for the everlasting Sabbath. And
how, do you ask me, is it to be begun ? There is but one
wexy :—Dby coming to God, as sinners conscious of gnilt and
imparity, feeling their helplessness, and seeking fitness
for heaven, through the peace-speaking blood of the Lamb,
and the renewing grace of the Spirit. You must, with
entire self-renunciation, make Him the ground of your
oenfidence, who ¢ finished his work, and entered into bis
sest;”’ and you must look to the fulness that is in Him,
feir the spiritual supplies that are needful to « stablish you,
amd keep you frem evil,” and to bring you to his heavenly
kingdom.

--And, Christians, —mark your duty. Mark the a '8
praetical improvement of this subject to you. It is con-
tained in Heb. iv. 9—11. ¢« There remaineth, therefore,
a Sabbath-keeping to the people of God; for he that
is entered into his rest, he also hath ceased from his own
works, as God did from his. Let us labour, therefare, to
enterinto that rest,” (the rest into which Jesus has entered)
¢ lest any man fall after the same example of unbelief.”
And what is this labour ? It is ¢ the work of faith : "—it is
¢ the labour of love.” It is the persevering effort of prac-
tical service, of which faith and love are the principles and
springs. It is not the labour of proud self-confidence, as
if heaven were to be won by any merits of your own; it
is the labour of humble dependance on grace, through the
merits of the Redeemer. Your faith worketh by love.
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You “live to him who died for you, and rosé Ath
knowing, on the same authority, both that « by grace ye
are saved,” and that « without holiness no ~man shall
see the Lord.” The labour, and the final ‘result] sre
both described, in animated terms, by the afiditte
Peter:*—«And besides this, giving all “diligence, add
to your faith, fortitude ; and to fortitude, knowlédge ; ‘dnd
to knowledge, temperance ; and to tempéerance, patietice;
and to patience, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly-
kindness; and to brotherly-kindness, charity. For if thesé
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye skiall
neither be idle, nor unfruitful, in the knowledge of “our “Sul
Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these thiiigs i
blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that'$
was purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make your ca.llmg and eléctio
sure; for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall ! for so
an entrance shall be ministered urito you abundantly into
the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.” There, in that « everlasting kingdom,” the pre-
paratory Sabbaths of earth shall be exchanged for the
perfect rest, and purity, and joy, of the eternal Sabbath
of heaven. And the greater the difficulties, the ‘severer
the trials, the fiercer the conflicts, through which they
have passed in this world, the sweeter, from the power of
contrast, will be the experience of that endless rest. Rest
is sweet to the labouring man after the fatigues of a toil-
some day:—rest’is sweet to the soldier, when peace
@ returns, after the hardships and perils of a long and har-

#2 Pet. L 511



Pu5

assing campaign :—s0 will the rest of heaven be sweet to
the labonous seryant. :md faithful soldier of Jesus Christ,
whn, Haying, « fought a good fight, and uished hin
course, a and ]Fept the faith,” he  enters into peace.” Thg
repembrsqce of the toils and dangers, the sufferings and
4ITOwS of tune, w1ll mntnbute to give an enhanced zest
to, the repose of etermty. What are these which are
a;—rgyed in_white robes? and whence came they ?—
These' a.rq they who came out of great tribulation, and
havq mhqd thelr robes and made them whlte in the
blood of the, Lamb Therefore are they before the throne
of 9‘? and gerve him day and night in his temple: and
he _that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among, them,
'(hemﬁ]ml), hunger no more, neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on them, nor any heat. For
t;!xfa 'I‘Jﬁm}) wlm,h is in the midst of the throne, shall feed
them, and qhall lead them unto living fountains of waterg

and Gpd shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”*
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